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C o m mitt e e C h air: Vi n y ar d, Al m a, E d . D. 
Dis s ert ati o n d at e d M a y 2 0 2 0   
 T his diss ert ati o n  e x a mi n es t h e fir st f o ur p u blis h e d fi cti o n w or ks b y Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n writ er s. All of t h es e w or ks w er e p u blis h e d fr o m 1 8 5 2 t o 1 8 5 9, w hi c h m o st 
s c h ol ar s c o nsi d er t h e e n d of t h e lit er ar y m o v e m e nt of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m. T h e m ai n 
o bj e cti v e of t h e diss ert ati o n  is t o e x a mi n e t h e lit er ar y a n d r h et ori c al m et h o ds us e d i n t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d w or ks a n d i n v esti g at e t h e e xt e nt t o w hi c h t h es e writ er s us e d el e m e nt s of 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m, i n a d diti o n t o v ari o us ot h er lit er ar y a n d r h et ori c al t e c h ni q u e s, t o 
i nfl u e n c e ni n ete e nt h -c e nt ur y r e a d er s o n t h e iss u e of sl a v er y a s w ell as a h o st of ot h er 
c o n c er ns t h at s p e cifi c all y aff e ct e d v ari e d a n d di v er s e gr o u ps of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n t h e 
1 8 5 0s. T h e diss ert ati o n dis c u ss e s t h e e xt e nt t o w hi c h t h es e writ er s c o nf or m e d t o t h e 
lit er ar y tr e n ds of t h eir ti m e, h o w a n d w h y t h e y m a y h a v e d e vi at e d fr o m t h es e tr e n ds, a n d 
t h e r es ult s of t h o s e c h oi c e s.   
ii 
 
B as e d o n a t h or o u g h r e vi e w of t h e a p pli c a bl e lit er at ur e, as w ell as a v ari et y of 
s c h ol arl y j o ur n als, t h e st u d y d et er mi n e s t h at e a c h of t h e writ er s us e d v ari o us el e m e nt s of  
R o m a nti cis m t o a p p e al t o br o a d er a u di e n c es, b ut als o utili z e d v ari o us n ati o n alist a n d 
r e alist el e m e nt s i n or d er t o a d dr ess t h e v ari e d a n d s p e cifi c iss u e s t h at t h e di v er s e gr o u ps 
of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c h ar a ct er s f a c e i n e a c h of t h e w or ks. Hist ori c al a n d s o ci al 
i m pli c ati o ns ar e als o e v al u at e d i n r el ati o n t o t h e af or e m e nti o n e d w or ks. Ulti m at el y, t h e 
st u d y ill u str at es t h e n e e d f or t h es e e arl y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s t o b e 
r e c o g ni z e d a m o n g m or e p o p ul ar ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y writ er s s u c h a s N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e 
a n d H er m a n M el vill e, n ot o nl y f or t h eir c o ntri b uti o ns t o t h eir g e nr es, b ut als o f or t h e 
w a ys i n w hi c h t h e y d e vi at e d fr o m t h e a p pli c a bl e g e nr es a n d, i n t ur n,  i nfl u e n c e d t h e 
fi cti o n of m a n y ot h er writ er s t o c o m e.  
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D E FI NI TI O N O F T E R M S  
●  A m eri c a n E nli g ht e n m e nt: a p eri o d of i nt ell e ct u al u p h e a v al i n t h e t hirt e e n 
A m eri c a n c ol o ni es i n t h e s e v e nt e e nt h t o ei g ht e e nt h c e nt uri e s , w hi c h l e d t o t h e 
A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n a n d t h e cr e ati o n of t h e A m eri c a n R e p u bli c. T h e A m eri c a n 
E nli g ht e n m e nt w as i nfl u e n c e d b y t h e s e v e nt e e nt h -c e nt ur y E ur o p e a n 
E nli g ht e n m e nt a n d it s o w n n e wl y -f or m e d A m eri c a n p hil o s o p h y. T h e m o v e m e nt 
a p pli e d s ci e ntifi c r e as o ni n g t o  p oliti c s, s ci e n c e, a n d r eli gi o n  ( B ur ns 1 3 2). D at es 
f or t h e A m eri c a n E nli g ht e n m e nt r a n g e fr o m a s e arl y as t h e l at e s e v e nt e e nt h 
c e nt ur y t o a b o ut 1 8 2 0. It pr o m ot e d r eli gi o us t ol er a n c e a n d, i n m a n y i nst a n c es, 
o p p o s e d t h e d o g m ati c all y r eli gi o us p urit a ni c al t e a c hi n gs of t h e pr e vi o u s 
g e n er ati o n. T his p eri o d is als o r ef err e d t o as t h e A g e of R e as o n .  
●  A m eri c a n N ati o n alis m: t h e b eli ef i n as p e ct s t h at c h ar a ct eri z e a n d disti n g uis h t h e 
U nit e d St at es as a n a ut o n o m o us p oliti c al c o m m u nit y. “ T h e t er m oft e n s er v e s t o 
e x pl ai n eff ort s t o r ei nf or c e it s n ati o n al i d e ntit y a n d s elf -d et er mi n ati o n wit hi n t h eir 
n ati o n al a n d i nt er n ati o n al aff air s ”  ( Mis c e vi c). A m eri c a n N ati o n alis m is als o a 
t h e m e t h at a p p e ar e d h e a vil y i n w or ks of t h e A m eri c a n E nli g ht e n m e nt.  
●  A m eri c a n R e alis m: a m o v e m e nt fr o m t h e l at e ni n et e e nt h t o t h e e arl y t w e nti et h 
c e nt uri es hi g hli g hti n g a st yl e i n art, m usi c, a n d lit er at ur e t h at d e pi ct e d 




p e o pl e. T h e m o v e m e nt b e g a n i n lit er at ur e i n t h e mi d -ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, a n d 
b e c a m e a n i m p ort a nt tr e n d i n vis u al art i n t h e e arl y t w e nti et h c e nt ur y. A m eri c a n  
R e alis m att e m pt e d t o p ortr a y t h e fi g ur ati v e A m eri c a n l a n ds c a p e  a n d t h e li v es of 
or di n ar y A m eri c a ns, p ulli n g a w a y fr o m f a nt as y a n d f o c usi n g i nt e nti o n all y o n t h e 
pr es e nt. T h e y e ar 1 8 6 1, a n d t h e st art of t h e A m eri c a n Ci vil W ar is m o st 
c o m m o nl y ass o ci at e d wit h t h e st art of t h e R e alist m o v e m e nt i n A m eri c a n 
Lit er at ur e.  
●  A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m: a lit er ar y, artisti c, a n d p hil o s o p hi c al m o v e m e nt l asti n g 
fr o m a p pr o xi m at el y 1 8 2 0 t o 1 8 6 0. It is c h ar a ct eri z e d c hi efl y b y a b eli ef i n t h e 
i n n at e g o o d n ess of m a n i n his n at ur al st at e, i m a gi n ati o n, i n di vi d u alis m, a 
r e v er e n c e f or n at ur e, pri miti vis m, p hil o s o p hi c al i d e alis m, a p ar a d o xi c al t e n d e n c y 
t o w ar d b ot h fr e e t h o u g ht a n d r eli gi o u s m ysti cis m, r e v olt a g ai nst p oliti c al 
a ut h orit y a n d s o ci al c o n v e nti o n, t h e c ulti v ati o n of e m oti o n a n d s e ns ati o n f or t h eir 
o w n s a k es, a n d a n i nt er est i n t h e s u p er n at ur al, t h e m or bi d, t h e m el a n c h ol y, a n d 
t h e p h e n o m e n o n of cr u elt y (“ R o m a n c e ”  9 3 1). D uri n g t h e er a of A m eri c a n 
R o m a nti cis m, i nt er est i n n o v els, s h ort st ori es, a n d p o e tr y r e pl a c e d t h e d e m a n d f or 
s er m o ns, ess a ys, a n d p oliti c al d o c u m e nt s of t h e pr e vi o u s g e n er ati o ns.  
●  Bl a c k D o m e sti cit y:  a n i d e ol o gi c al ori e nt ati o n t h at e m p h a si z es f a mil y a n d f a mili al 
lif e a s t h e w ells pri n g of bl a c k e c o n o mi c, p oliti c al, a n d s o ci al d e v el o pm e nt ( R ei d -
P h arr viii).  
●  D ar k R o m a nti cis m: als o c all e d A nti -Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m, is a lit er ar y s u b g e nr e of 




a n d t h e gr ot es q u e. Oft e n c o nfl at e d wit h G ot hi cis m, it h as s h a d o w e d t h e e u p h ori c 
R o m a nti c m o v e m e nt e v er si n c e it s ei g ht e e nt h -c e nt ur y b e gi n ni n g s. T h e A m eri c a n 
f or m of t his s e nsi bilit y c e nt er e d o n t h e writ er s E d g ar All a n P o e, N at h a ni el 
H a wt h or n e, a n d H er m a n M el vill e ( P e el 1 3 6). As o p p o s e d t o t h e p erf e cti o nist 
b eli efs of Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m, t h es e d ar k er c o nt e m p or ari es e m p h asi z e d h u m a n 
f alli bilit y a n d pr o n e n e ss t o si n a n d s elf-d estr u cti o n, as w ell as t h e diffi c ulti es 
i n h er e nt i n att e m pt s at s o ci al r ef or m ( Nit s c k e 5-7).  
●  M a nif e st D esti n y:  a wi d el y h el d b eli ef i n t h e U nit e d S t at es t h at it s s ettl er s w er e 
d esti n e d t o e x p a n d a cr o ss N ort h A m eri c a. M a nif e st d esti n y w as a n e x pr e ssi o n of 
c o n vi cti o n i n t h e m or alit y a n d v al u e of e x p a nsi o nis m t h at c o m pl e m e nt e d ot h er 
p o p ul ar i d e a s of t h e er a, i n cl u di n g A m eri c a n e x c e pti o n alis m a n d R o m a nti c 
n ati o n alis m.  
●  Mis c e g e n ati o n: t h e mi xi n g of diff er e nt r a ci al gr o u ps t hr o u g h m arri a g e, 
c o h a bit ati o n, s e x u al r el ati o ns, or pr o cr e ati o n. T h e t er m mis c e g e n ati o n h as b e e n 
us e d si n c e t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y t o r ef er t o i nt err a ci al m arri a g e a n d i nt err a ci al 
s e x u al r el ati o ns, a n d m or e g e n er all y t o t h e pr o c ess of g e n eti c c o m bi n ati o n. 
“ Hist ori c all y, t h e t er m h a s b e e n us e d i n t h e c o nt e xt of l a ws b a n ni n g i nt err a ci al 
m arri a g e a n d s e x, k n o w n as a nti -mis c e g e n ati o n  l a ws”  ( D o w ni n g 9). 
●  N o v el: a fi ctiti o us pr o s e  n arr ati v e of b o o k l e n gt h, t y pi c all y r e pr es e nti n g c h ar a ct er 
a n d a cti o n wit h s o m e d e gr e e of r e alis m  a n d a c o m pl et e st or y ar c h fr o m b e gi n ni n g 
t o e n d. N o v els als o oft e n c o v e y c e ntr al t h e m e s t hr o u g h c h ar a ct eri z ati o n a n d a 




●  P assi n g (r a ci al): w h e n a p er s o n cl a ssifi e d as a m e m b er of o n e r a ci al gr o u p is als o 
a c c e pt e d as a m e m b er of a diff er e nt r a ci al gr o u p. T h e t er m w a s us e d es p e ci all y i n 
t h e U nit e d St at es t o d es cri b e a p er s o n of c ol or or m ultir a ci al a n c estr y assi mil ati n g 
i nt o t h e w hit e m aj orit y d uri n g ti m e s w h e n l e g al a n d s o ci al c o n v e nti o ns cl as sifi e d 
t h e p er s o n as a mi n orit y, s u bj e cti n g t h e p er s o n p assi n g t o r a ci al s e gr e g ati o n, 
dis cri mi n ati o n, a n d s o m eti m es, r et ali ati o n.  
●  Pri miti vis m: a b eli ef i n t h e v al u e of w h at i s si m pl e a n d u ns o p histi c at e d, e x pr ess e d 
as a p hil o s o p h y of lif e or t hr o u g h art or lit er at ur e. Pri miti vis m i n lit er at ur e is oft e n 
e x pr es s e d as i nt er est i n p e o pl e, pl a c e s, s o ci eti es, a n d c ult ur es t h at ar e l e ss 
d e v el o p e d t e c h n ol o gi c all y a n d a c a d e mi c all y, b ut t h at p o ss ess n at ur al a biliti e s 
oft e n as cri b e d t o t h eir i n di g e n o us r el ati o ns hi p wit h n at ur e.  
●  R o m a n c e: a w or k of pr o s e fi cti o n i n w hi c h t h e s c e n e s a n d i n ci d e nt s ar e m or e or 
l e ss r e m o v e d fr o m c o m m o n lif e a n d ar e s urr o u n d e d b y a h al o of m yst er y, a n d a n 
at m o s p h er e of str a n g e n es s a n d a d v e nt ur e. A d diti o n all y , R o m a n c es oft e n a p p e al t o 
t h e r e a d er s’ s e ns e s a n d s e nsi biliti es. R o m a n c es ar e oft e n n ot e d f or r o m a nti ci zi n g 
t h e iss u e i n w hi c h t h e w or ks dis c us s. R o m a n c e, as us e d i n t his c o nt e xt, r ef er s t o 
t h e a p pli c a bl e liter at ur e pr o d u c e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e s e v e nt e e nt h a n d ei g ht e e nt h 
c e nt uri es.    
●  S e nti m e nt alis m: a n ei g ht e e nt h -c e nt ur y lit er ar y g e nr e w hi c h c el e br at es t h e 
e m oti o n al a n d i nt ell e ct u al c o n c e pt s of s e nti m e nt, s e nti m e nt alis m, a n d s e nsi bilit y. 




ei g ht e e nt h c e nt ur y a p p e ali n g t o t h e s e nti m e nt alit y of t h e r e a d er. T his lit er ar y 
g e nr e w as oft e n us e d d uri n g t h e a g e of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m.  
●  Tr a gi c M ul att o:  a st er e ot y pi c al fi cti o n al c h ar a ct er a n d ar c h et y p e t h at a p p e ar e d i n 
A m eri c a n lit er at ur e d uri n g t h e ni n et e e nt h a n d t w e n ti et h c e nt uri e s a n d w a s 
e x p a n d e d u p o n d uri n g t h e A g e of R e alis m ( Pil gri m). T h e “ tr a gi c m ul att o”  is a n 
ar c h et y pi c al mi x e d -r a c e p er s o n, or “ m ul att o ” , w h o is ass u m e d t o b e s a d, or e v e n 
s ui ci d al, b e c a u s e t h e y f ail t o c o m pl et el y fit i n t h e “ w hit e w orl d ”  or t h e “ bl a c k  
w orl d ”  ( Pil gri m). As s u c h, t h e “ tr a gi c m ul att o”  is d e pi ct e d as a vi cti m of t h e 
s o ci et y i n a s o ci et y di vi d e d b y r a c e, w h er e t h er e is n o pl a c e f or o n e w h o is n eit h er 
c o m pl et el y “ bl a c k ”  n or “ w hit e ” . T his tr o p e w as als o us e d b y a b oliti o nist s i n or d er 
t o cr e at e a mi x e d-r a c e, b ut w hit e-a p p e ari n g, sl a v e t h at w o ul d s er v e as a t o ol t o 
e x pr es s s e nti m e nt alit y t o w hit e r e a d er s i n a n eff ort t o p ai nt sl a v e s as “ m or e 
h u m a n ”  ( R o bi ns o n). 
●  Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m: a p hil o s o p hi c al m o v e m e nt t h at d e v el o p e d i n t h e l at e 1 8 2 0s 
a n d 1 8 3 0s i n t h e e ast er n U nit e d St at es a n d c o nti n u e d i nt o t h e e arl y 1 8 5 0s . “ It 
ar o s e as a r e a cti o n t o pr ot est a g ai nst t h e g e n er al st at e of i nt ell e ct u alis m a n d 
s pirit u alit y at t h e ti m e ”  ( Fi ns et h). Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m is, i n m a n y as p e ct s, t h e fir st 
n ot a bl e A m eri c a n i nt ell e ct u al m o v e m e nt a n d is m o st k n o w n f or it s pri m a c y of t h e 
s pirit u al a n d tr a ns c e n d e nt al o v er t h e m at eri al a n d e m piri c al. Tr a ns c e n d e nt alist 




C H A P T E R I  
I N T R O D U C TI O N 
Hist ori c al a n d Lit er ar y C o nt e xt  
T h e 1 8 5 0s pr o v e d t o b e o n e of t h e m o st e v e ntf ul a n d t ur b ul e nt d e c a d es i n 
A m eri c a n hist or y. T h e d e b at e o n t h e f ut ur e of sl a v er y i n t h e t errit ori e s w as a n e xtr e m el y 
di visi v e a n d c o ntr o v er si al is s u e. I n 1 8 5 0, U nit e d St at es s e n at or, H e nr y Cl a y, i ntr o d u c e d 
t h e C o m pr o mis e of 1 8 5 0 t o t h e U nit e d St at es C o n gr ess. T hr o u g h t h e c o m pr o mis e, 
C alif or ni a w as a d mitt e d as a fr e e st at e, T e x as w as fi n a n ci all y c o m p e ns at e d f or t h e l o ss of 
it s W e st er n t errit ori es, “ t h e sl a v e tr a d e ( n ot sl a v er y) w as a b olis h e d i n t h e Distri ct of 
C o l u m bi a, t h e F u giti v e Sl a v e L a w w a s p ass e d as a c o n c essi o n t o t h e S o ut h, a n d, m o st 
i m p ort a ntl y, t h e N e w M e xi c o T errit or y (i n cl u di n g m o d er n d a y Ari z o n a a n d t h e Ut a h 
T errit or y) w o ul d d et er mi n e it s st at us ( eit h er fr e e or sl a v e) b y p o p ul ar v ot e ”  ( Lit w a c k 8 2). 
It w as als o i n 1 8 5 0 t h at N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e p u blis h e d T h e S c arl et L ett er , w hi c h s ol d 
4, 0 0 0 c o pi e s i n t h e fir st 1 0 d a ys a n d b e c a m e a b e st s ell er. It h as b e e n e x a mi n e d b y lit er ar y 
s c h ol ar s e v er si n c e a n d is r e g ar d e d b y m a n y a s a t o u c ht o n e of r o m a nti c lit er at u r e. 
T h e S c arl et L ett er  a d dr ess es t h e t h e m e s of pri d e, si n, r eli gi o us h y p o cris y, a n d v e n g e a n c e, 
w hi c h m a d e it a c o ntr o v er si al n o v el i n it s ti m e. It als o s p e a ks t o t h e tr e at m e nt of w o m e n, 
g e n d er -b as e d d o u bl e st a n d ar ds, t h e p er c e pti o n of a si n gl e p ar e nt f a mil y, a n d t h e r es ult of 




E m er s o n p u blis h e d R e pr es e nt ati v e M e n , a c oll e cti o n of l e ct ur es p u blis h e d as a b o o k of 
ess a ys e xt olli n g t h e virt u es of si x m e n d e e m e d b y E m er s o n t o b e gr e at. H er m a n M el vill e 
p u blis h e d his fift h b o o k, T h e W hit e -J a c k et  or, T h e W orl d i n a M a n -of -W ar , i n L o n d o n 
c hr o ni cli n g t h e a ut h or's f o urt e e n m o nt hs of s er vi c e i n t h e U nit e d St at es N a v y. S us a n 
W ar n er als o p u blis h e d T h e Wi d e, Wi d e W orl d , a n o v el p u blis h e d u n d er t h e ps e u d o n y m 
Eli z a b et h W et h er ell, i n 1 8 5 0. It is oft e n a c cl ai m e d as A m eri c a's fir st b est s ell er ( pri or t o 
T h e S c arl et L ett er ).  
B y N o v e m b e r of 1 8 5 1, t h e A m eri c a n p u blis hi n g i n d ustr y pr o d u c e d H er m a n 
M el vill e's M o b y Di c k  a n d N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e's T h e H o us e of S e v e n G a bl es . It is i n t his 
w or k t h at H a wt h or n e pr o p o s es t o d efi n e t h e t e n et s of a n A m eri c a n R o m a n c e. H e cl ai ms 
t h at a n o v el is “ pr es u m e d t o ai m at a v er y mi n ut e fi d elit y, n ot m er el y t o t h e p o ssi bl e, b ut 
t o t h e pr o b a bl e a n d or di n ar y c o ur s e of m a n's e x p eri e n c e ( H a wt h or n e 3). T h e f or m er [ a 
r o m a n c e] w hil e, as a w or k of art, it m u st ri gi dl y s u bj e ct it s elf t o l a ws, a n d w hil e it si ns 
u n p ar d o n a bl y s o f ar as it m a y s w er v e asi d e fr o m t h e tr ut h of t h e h u m a n h e art –  h as f airl y 
a ri g ht t o pr es e nt t h at tr ut h u n d er cir c u mst a n c e s, t o a gr e at e xt e nt, of t h e writ er's o w n 
c h o o si n g or cr e ati o n ”  ( 3). H e als o cl ai ms t h at, “ [t h e a ut h or] m a y s o m a n a g e his 
at m o s p h eri c all y m e di u m a s t o bri n g o ut or m ell o w t h e li g ht s, a n d d e e p e n a n d e nri c h t h e 
s h a d o ws, of t h e pi ct ur e ”  ( 3). E ss e nti all y, i n t h e pr ef a c e t o T h e H o us e of S e v e n G a bl es , 
H a wt h or n e t a k es t h e li b ert y t o d efi n e a r o m a n c e as a g e nr e i n w hi c h t h e n arr ati v e , w hil e 
s e e mi n gl y a d h eri n g t o a ct u al a n d pl a u si bl e e v e nt s, m a y bl ur t h e li n e s of r e alit y i n or d er t o 
m a k e a l ar g er, m or e p oi g n a nt i m pr e ssi o n u p o n t h e r e a d er. T his diss ert ati o n will als o 




c o nt e m p or ari es of t h e writ er s e x a mi n e d i n t his diss ert ati o n . W e will als o e x a mi n e 
w h et h er or n ot w or ks b y bl a c k writ er s t hr o u g h o ut t h e 1 8 5 0s a d h er e t o t h e d efi niti o n a n d 
st a n d ar d s et b y H a wt h or n e. H e a d ds, “ M a n y writ er s l a y v er y gr e at str ess  u p o n s o m e 
d efi nit e m or al p ur p o s e, at w hi c h t h e y pr of es s t o ai m t h eir w or ks. N ot t o b e d efi ci e nt, i n 
t his p arti c ul ar, t h e a ut h or h as pr o vi d e d hi ms elf wit h a m or al; –  t h e tr ut h, n a m el y, t h at t h e 
wr o n g d oi n g of o n e g e n er ati o n li v e s i nt o t h e s u c c es si v e o n es ”  (3). T his w o ul d s e e mi n gl y 
b e a p erf e ct ill u str ati o n of t h e g e n er ati o n al i m p a ct s of t h e A m eri c a n s yst e m of sl a v er y o n 
t h e sl a v e s a n d t h eir c a pt or s. H o w e v er, t h e t h e m e s of n eit h er T h e S c arl et L ett er  n or T h e 
H o us e of S e v e n G a bl es  a d dr ess iss u e s of sl a v er y, or a n y ot h er n ot a bl e c o n diti o n t h at 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns f a c e d, i n t h e ti m e of e a c h n o v el’ s s etti n gs of t h e 1 6 3 0s a n d 1 8 5 0s, 
r es p e cti v el y. I n M ar c h of 1 8 5 2, H arri et B e e c h er St o w e's U n cl e T o m' s C a bi n  w as 
p u blis h e d i n r e s p o ns e t o t h e 1 8 5 0 F u giti v e Sl a v e A ct a n d s o l d 3 0 0, 0 0 0 c o pi e s i n it s fir st 
y e ar of p u bli c ati o n. L at er i n 1 8 5 2, M el vill e a n d H a wt h or n e r el e a s e d Pi e rr e  a n d T h e 
Blit h e d al e R o m a n c e, r es p e cti v el y. 
It is i nt o t his lit er ar y, c ult ur al, a n d p oliti c al e n vir o n m e nt t h at a b oliti o nist, 
Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss p u blis h e d  T h e H er oi c Sl a v e, a N arr ati v e of t h e A d v e nt ur es of 
M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n, i n P urs uit of Li b ert y. It is a s h ort pi e c e of fi cti o n writt e n at t h e ti m e 
D o u gl a ss w as a f u giti v e sl a v e b as e d i n B o st o n. W h e n t h e R o c h est er L a di e s' A nti -Sl a v er y 
S o ci et y as k e d D o u gl as s  f or a s h ort st or y t o g o i nt o t h eir c oll e cti o n, A ut o gr a p hs f or 
Fr e e d o m , D o u gl as s r es p o n d e d wit h T h e H er oi c Sl a v e. T h e n o v ell a, p u blis h e d i n 1 8 5 2 b y 
J o h n P. J e w ett a n d C o m p a n y, w as D o u gl a ss' fir st a n d o nl y p u blis h e d w or k of fi cti o n 




ar e s o m e dis cr e p a n ci e s as t o w h et h er T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  is c o nsi d er e d t h e fir st p u blis h e d 
w or k of fi cti o n b y a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er. Cl ot el; or, T h e Pr esi d e nt’ s D a u g ht er als o 
m a k e s t his cl ai m  as w ell. T his m o stl y st e ms fr o m h o w o n e c h o o s es t o d efi n e a si n g ul ar 
p u blis h e d w or k. Si n c e T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  w as p u blis h e d as p art of a c oll e cti o n of s h ort 
st ori e s, s o m e s c h ol ar s b eli e v e t h at it w o ul d n ot c o u nt as a p u blis h e d w or k i n it s o w n ri g ht. 
S o m e s c h ol ar s m a y als o diff er o n w h et h er or n ot a s h ort n o v ell a li k e T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  
s h o ul d st a n d wit h l o n g er w or ks fr o m t h e ot h er Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s of t h e 
1 8 5 0s. H o w e v er, b e c a us e t his st u d y is e x a mi ni n g t h e c o nt e xt u al a n d lit er ar y d et ails of t h e 
w or ks, it is i n cl u d e d i n t his dis s ert ati o n  a n d, i n t h at r e g ar d, is c o nsi d er e d t h e fir st 
p u blis h e d w or k of fi cti o n b y a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n.  T h e H er oi c Sl a v e is a fi cti o n al w or k 
i ns pir e d b y M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n, a n e nsl a v e d c o o k o n t h e sl a v e s hi p “ Cr e ol e ” , w h o l e d a 
r e b elli o n of 1 9 sl a v es i n N o v e m b er 1 8 4 1. T h e y s u c c e e d e d i n t a ki n g c o ntr ol of t h e s hi p i n 
r o ut e fr o m Vir gi ni a t o N e w Orl e a ns (i n w h at w as k n o w n as t h e c o ast wis e sl a v e tr a d e), 
a n d or d er e d it s ail e d t o N ass a u i n t h e B a h a m a s. A t ot al of 1 3 5 sl a v es g ai n e d  fr e e d o m 
t h er e, as Brit ai n h a d a b olis h e d sl a v er y i n 1 8 3 9. It w as t h e “ l ar g est a n d m o st s u c c essf ul 
sl a v e r e b elli o n i n U nit e d St at es hist or y”  ( Willi a ms).  
I n J u n e of 1 8 5 3, S ar a h Willis P art o n ( u n d er t h e ps e u d o n y m F a n n y F er n) 
p u blis h e d F er n L e a v es f r o m F a n n y' s P ortf oli o , a c oll e cti o n of arti cl e s fr o m t h e a ut h or’s 
ti m e as a c ol u m nist f or t h e N e w Y o r k L e d g er.  F er n L e a v es f r o m F a n n y' s P ortf oli o  s ol d 
4 6, 0 0 0 c o pi e s i n f o ur m o nt hs w hi c h, a c c or di n g t o it s p u blis h er s, s ur p as s e d e v e n t h e 
p erf or m a n c e of U n cl e T o m' s C a bi n , a n d o v er 7 0, 0 0 0 c o pi es b y t h e e n d of t h e y e ar. O n 




b u yi n g a 2 9, 6 4 0 s q u ar e mil e tr a ct of l a n d i n pr es e nt -d a y Ari z o n a a n d N e w M e xi c o f or 
$ 1 0 milli o n fr o m M e xi c o i n or d er t o all o w r ailr o a d c o nstr u cti o n i n t h e s o ut h w est a n d 
s ettl e c o nti n u e d b or d er dis p ut es aft er t h e M e xi c a n -A m eri c a n W ar. T his a ct, a n d t h e 
L o uisi a n a P ur c h a s e of 1 8 0 3, fi n ali z e d t h e b or d er s of t h e C o nti n e nt al U nit e d St at es. It w as 
als o i n 1 8 5 3 t h at N at h a ni el H a w t h or n e p u blis h e d, T a n gl e w o o d T al es , a n d Willi a m W ells 
Br o w n p u blis h e d t h e s e c o n d n o v el writt e n b y a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n, Cl ot el; or, T h e 
Pr e si d e nt' s D a u g ht er .  
Willi a m W ells Br o w n w as b or n as a r a ci all y mi x e d sl a v e o n a K e nt u c k y 
Pl a nt ati o n i n 1 8 1 4, t h e s o n o f a sl a v e w o m a n, Eli z a b et h, a n d a w hit e m a n w h o w as 
pr o b a bl y a r el ati v e of his o w n er. T h e pl ot of Cl ot el r e v ol v e s ar o u n d t h e iss u e of “ p a ssi n g ”  
–  t h e a ct of a p er s o n cl as sifi e d as a m e m b er of o n e r a ci al gr o u p b ei n g a c c e pt e d as a 
m e m b er of a diff er e nt r a ci a l gr o u p. T his w as a n es p e ci all y c o m pl e x a n d pr e v al e nt iss u e i n 
t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. S p e cifi c all y, Cl ot el  is a b o ut t h e e x p eri e n c e s of t h e ill e giti m at e 
d a u g ht er of t h e t hir d pr esi d e nt of t h e U nit e d St at es, T h o m as J eff er s o n, w h o m h e f at h er e d 
wit h his sl a v e , S all y H e mi n g s. I n Br o w n’s ti m e, t h er e w as m u c h s p e c ul ati o n as t o 
w h et h er or n ot t h e e v e nt s of his b o o ks w er e tr u e. H o w e v er, i n li g ht of r e c e nt t e c h n ol o g y, 
“ D N A r es e ar c h h a s fi n all y, c o n cl usi v el y pr o v e n t h at T h o m a s J eff er s o n ( 1 7 4 3 -1 8 2 6), 
a ut h or of t h e D e c l ar ati o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e ( 1 7 7 6) a n d t h e t hir d pr esi d e nt of t h e U nit e d 
St at es, f at h er e d c hil dr e n wit h o n e of his f e m al e sl a v e s, S all y H e mi n gs ”  ( F a bi vii). M. 
Gi uli a F a bi, w h o e dit e d a n d c o m p o s e d t h e pr ef a c e of t h e 2 0 0 4 p u bli c ati o n of  Cl ot el  a d ds 
t h at “ s ci e ntifi c e vi d e n c e h as t h us s u bst a nti at e d t h e hist ori c al a c c ur a c y of a c e ntr al 




“ pr e vi o us s c h ol ar s a n d hist ori a ns h a d u n d er pl a y e d t his as p e ct of Br o w n’s n o v el as a 
s e ns ati o n al isti c r u m or o n w hi c h t h e a ut h or h a d c a pit ali z e d t o a d v a n c e his a ntisl a v er y 
ar g u m e nt ”  ( vii). H o w e v er, fr o m a p pr o xi m at el y t h e 1 9 7 0s t o t h e mi d-2 0 0 0s, “ as p art of a 
br o a d er s c h ol arl y pr o c ess of r e c o v er y a n d r ei nt er pr et ati o n of E arl y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
t e xt s, criti c s als o st art e d r e e v al u ati n g Br o w n’ s lit er ar y artistr y”  ( F a bi vii). 
Ir o ni c all y, e v e n t h o u g h Cl ot el  w as ori gi n all y p u blis h e d i n Gr e at Brit ai n i n 1 8 5 3, it 
w as pr o d u c e d at t h e h ei g ht of w h at lit er ar y s c h ol ar s n o w c o nsi d er T h e A m eri c a n 
R e n ais s a n c e. “ It s c o mpl e x e x pl or ati o n of h u m a n r el ati o ns i n t h e N e w W orl d a n d of t h e 
c ult ur al i d e ntit y of t h e A m eri c a n n ati o n is c o m p o u n d e d b y a s o p histi c at e d 
e x p eri m e nt ati o n wit h lit er ar y f or m ”  ( F a bi vii). As s u c h, t h e p ar a di g m of a nt e b ell u m 
A m eri c a n s o ci et y pr o d u c e d y et a n ot h er n e w a n d diff er e nt offs h o ot of t h e A m eri c a n 
n o v el, a n arr ati v e wit h t h e sl a v e c o m m u nit y a s a cti v e a n d pri n ci p al c h ar a ct er s. Alt h o u g h 
t h e n o v el f or m w a s alr e a d y est a blis h e d, Cl ot el  a d d e d a v oi c e t h at w as n e w t o t h e 
A m eri c a n lit er ar y l a n d s c a p e. As s u c h, W ells pr o d u c e d a v ari et y of ot h er w or ks s u c h as 
tr a v el b o o ks, pl a ys, a n d a v ari et y of s c h ol arl y es s a ys a d dr es si n g t h e is s u e of r a c e i n 
A m eri c a. H o w e v er, as wit h m o st writ er s of t h e mi d -ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, t h e a b olis h m e nt 
of sl a v er y w a s a c e ntr al t h e m e i n m o st of his w or ks. Si n c e t h e F u giti v e Sl a v e L a w w as 
p ass e d i n 1 8 5 0, it b e c a m e d a n g er o us f or Br o w n t o r et ur n t o A m eri c a. As a r es ult, Cl ot el; 
or, T h e Pr esi d e nt’ s D a u g ht er  w as i niti all y p u blis h e d i n L o n d o n. It w o ul d l at er b e 
p u blis h e d i n A m eri c a b y 1 8 6 4, a y e a r pri or t o t h e e n d of t h e Ci vil W ar.  Br o w n r e m ai n e d 
a pr olifi c writ er u ntil his d e at h i n 1 8 8 4. H e r e w or k e d, e dit e d, a n d r el e a s e d t his w or k 




a u di e n c es b ot h b ef or e a n d aft e r t h e Ci vil W ar. I n ess e n c e, Br o w n us es t h e v ari o us lit er ar y 
el e m e nt s of Cl ot el , as a m all e a bl e t o ol t o pr o m ot e t h e e n d of sl a v er y.   
 D uri n g t h e n e xt t hr e e y e ar s, H e nr y D a vi d T h or e a u w o ul d p u blis h W al d e n  ( 1 8 5 4), 
a c oll e cti o n of es s a ys e x e m plif yi n g Tr a ns c e n d e nt alist t h o u g ht. M el vill e w o ul d p u blis h 
T h e E n c a nt a d as ( 1 8 5 4), T h e P ar a dis e of B a c h el ors  ( 1 8 5 5), T h e T art ar us of M ai ds  
( 1 8 5 5), B e nit o C er e n o  ( 1 8 5 5), I sr a el P ott er ( 1 8 5 5), T h e Pi azz a T al es  ( 1 8 5 6), a n d 
B artl e b y, t h e S cri v e n er  ( 1 8 5 6). A d diti o n al w or ks of t h e ti m e w o ul d i n cl u d e T h o m as 
B a n gs T h or p e’s T h e Hi v e of t h e B e e H u nt er , M ari a C u m mi ns’ T h e L a m pli g ht er , a n d J o h n 
R olli n Ri d g e’s T h e Lif e a n d A d v e nt ur es of J o a q uí n M uri et a, t h e C el e br at e d C alif or ni a 
B a n dit  ( als o t h e fir st n o v el b y a N ati v e A m eri c a n). I n 1 8 5 5, S ar a h Willis P art o n ( F a n n y 
F er n) p u blis h e d h er s e c o n d w or k, a n d fir st n o v el, t h e a ut o bi o gr a p hi c al R ut h H all ; 
Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss r el e as e d M y B o n d a g e a n d M y Fr e e d o m ; W alt W hit m a n p u blis h e d 
L e a v es of Gr ass ; a n d H e nr y W a ds w ort h L o n gf ell o w r el e as e d T h e S o n g of Hi a w at h a , a n 
e pi c p o e m b as e d o n n ati v e or al tr a diti o ns s urr o u n di n g t h e fi g ur e of M a n a b o z h o, b ut 
c o nsi d er e d b y s c h ol ar s t o b e a n ori gi n al w or k of A m eri c a n R o m a nti c lit er at ur e. I n 1 8 5 6, 
M ar g ar et G ar n er, a w o m a n es c a pi n g fr o m sl a v er y wit h h er c hil dr e n, r e a c h e d Ci n ci n n ati, 
O hi o, a n d w h e n s h e w as a b o ut t o b e r e c a pt ur e d, tri e d t o kill h er c hil dr e n r at h er t h a n h a v e 
t h e m li v e a s sl a v es. A b oliti o nist s s o u g ht t o h a v e h er tri e d i n O hi o s o as t o pr e v e nt h er 
r et ur n t o sl a v er y, b ut wit h th e pr o visi o ns of t h e F u giti v e Sl a v e L a w, s h e is r et ur n e d t o 
K e nt u c k y ( Y a n u c k). T his i n ci d e nt l at er b e c a m e t h e b asis f or T o ni M orris o n's 1 9 8 7 n o v el 
B el o v e d . Als o, i n 1 8 5 6, “ aft er t h e b ur ni n g of t h e Fr e e St at e H ot el a n d t h e l o oti n g of 




m e n at P ott a w at o mi e Cr e e k o n M a y 2 4, e x e c uti n g t h e m wit h br o a ds w or ds. K a ns a s 
b e c o m e s k n o w n a s “ Bl e e di n g K a ns a s ”  b e c a us e of cl a s h es b et w e e n pr o - a n d a nti -sl a v er y 
f or c es”  ( C a m p b ell). 
I n M ar c h of 1 8 5 7, aft er b ei n g br o u g ht t o fr e e t errit or y b y his o w n er, Dr e d S c ott 
s u e d f or his fr e e d o m, b ut t h e U nit e d St at es S u pr e m e C o urt r ul e d t h at h e h a d n e v er c e a s e d 
t o b e a sl a v e, d e ni e d t h at h e w as a citi z e n, a n d d e ni e d hi m t h e ri g ht t o s u e. E ss e nti all y, t h e 
S u pr e m e C o urt cl ai m e d t h at a sl a v e di d n ot b e c o m e fr e e w h e n tr a ns p ort e d i nt o a fr e e 
st at e. It als o r ul e d t h at sl a v er y c o ul d n ot b e b a n n e d b y t h e U. S. C o n gr ess i n a t errit or y, 
a n d t h at bl a c k s w er e n ot eli gi bl e t o b e a w ar d e d citi z e ns hi p. Als o, i n 1 8 5 7, t h e 
p u b li c ati o ns Atl a nti c M o nt hl y  ( 1 8 5 7- ) a n d H ar p er' s W e e kl y  ( 1 8 5 7-1 9 1 6) b e gi n.  H er m a n 
M el vill e p u blis h e d T h e C o nfi d e n c e M a n, a n d Fr a n k J. W e b b p u blis h e d T h e G ari es a n d 
t h eir Fri e n ds, t h e t hir d n o v el p u blis h e d b y a n Afri c a n-A m eri c a n a n d o n e of t h e fir st 
n o v els t o d e al e x pli citl y wit h mis c e g e n ati o n a n d t h e li v es of fr e e bl a c k s i n t h e a nt e b ell u m 
n ort h e ast. H o w e v er, T h e G ari es  “ r e m ai n e d i n r el ati v e o bs c urit y w hil e n o v els li k e 
Willi a m W ells Br o w n  Cl ot el  ( 1 8 5 3), H arri et Wils o n O ur Ni g  ( 1 8 5 9), a n d M arti n 
D el a n y’ s Bl a k e  ( p u blis h e d i n s eri al b et w e e n 1 8 5 9 a n d 1 8 6 2) w er e all m or e or l e ss 
r e g ul arl y r e a d, t a u g ht, a n d criti q u e d”  ( R ei d-P h arr vii). W e b b’ s c o nt e m p or ari e s w er e 
Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss, M arti n D el a n y, Willi a m W ells Br o w n, H arri et J a c o bs, H arri et 
Wils o n, H e nr y Hi g hl a n d G ar n et, Willi a m Cr aft a n d Ell e n Cr aft a m o n g ot h er s.  
S c h ol ar a n d criti c, A d dis o n G a yl e c o nt e n ds t h at T h e G ari es  is a n i nt e gr ati o nist 
n o v el i n t h e tr a diti o n of Cl ot el,  a n i d e ol o gi c al st a n c e t h at w o ul d pri vil e g e a n d p er h a ps 




c o m bi n ati o n b et w e e n Br o w n’ s Cl ot el  a n d C h e s n utt’s, T h e H o us e B e hi n d t h e C e d ars  
( 1 9 0 0) b e c a us e t h e y ar e b ot h vi e w e d b y s c h ol ar s a s i nt e gr ati o nist n o v els t h at f o c us o n t h e 
t h or o u g h a n d c o m pl e x iss u e of i nt err a ci alis m, or r a c e mi xi n g. I n t h e n o v el’s i ntr o d u cti o n, 
R o b ert R ei d -P h arr p o s es w h at h e c alls, “ bl a c k d o m esti cit y, a n i d e ol o gi c al  ori e nt ati o n t h at 
e m p h a si z es f a mil y a n d f a mili al lif e as t h e w ells pri n g of bl a c k e c o n o mi c, p oliti c al, a n d 
s o ci al d e v el o p m e nt ”  ( viii). R ei d-P h arr p oi nt s o ut t h at T h e G ari es  w as t h e o nl y n o v el of 
it s ti m e t o ill u str at e a fr e e bl a c k d o m esti cit y i n t h e fr e e p art s of P hil a d el p hi a. Li k e H arri et 
Wils o n’ s O ur Ni g —  a n ot h er w or k t h at w as l ar g el y f or g ott e n u ntil r el ati v el y r e c e ntl y —  
t his n o v el r e pr es e nt s a s eri o us r e w or ki n g of, if n ot a d e cisi v e br e a k wit h, m u c h e arl y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writi n g. It w as n ot c o n c ei v e d a s a t o ol of t h e a b oliti o nist m o v e m e nt —  
a n a c c ur at e, tr a ns p ar e nt d e pi cti o n of t h e r e aliti es of t h e sl a v e e x p eri e n c e —  i n t h e s a m e 
w a ys t h at Fr e d eri c k D o u gl as s’ s T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  ( 1 8 5 3) w as. T h e G ari es  a n d O ur Ni g  
r el at e fir st a n d f or e m o st t h e i ntri c a ci es o f d o m e sti c lif e, wit h a s p e cifi c a n d s u st ai n e d 
e m p h a sis o n t h e pr o bl e m of w hit e n e ss wit hi n t h e pr o s p e ct of bl a c k d o m e sti cit y ( R ei d -
P h arr i x). W hil e m a n y a b oliti o n ist n o v els f o c us e d h e a vil y o n t h e br ut al p h ysi c al, 
e m oti o n al, a n d ps y c h ol o gi c al si d e of sl a v er y, T h e G ari es a n d t h eir Fri e n d s f o c us es o n 
t h e i di o s y n cr asi e s of d o m esti c lif e t h at ill ustr at e t h e c o m m o n c o n diti o n of bl a c k p e o pl e i n 
A m eri c a as a w h ol e. I n ot h er w or ds, e v e n t h o u g h s o m e sl a v e s h a d h ar s h er a n d m or e 
d e m a n di n g li v e s t h a n ot h er s, T h e G ari es  hi g hli g ht s t h at t h e v ar yi n g c o n diti o ns ar e still 
u n d er t h e o p pr essi v e u m br ell a  of t h e e ntir e  i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y, e v e n wit h t h e v ari o us 
i nt er n al d eli n e ati o ns a m o n g st Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns b a s e d o n c o m pl e xi o n  a n d cl a ss.  
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 S o m e als o r el at e T h e G ari es  t o H arri et B e e c h er St o w e’s U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n  
( 1 8 5 6) a n d S us a n W ar n er’s Wi d e Wi d e W orl d  ( 1 8 5 6). I n T h e G ari es, W e b b dis c us s es 
r a c e ri ot s, e c o n o mi c str u g gl e s of t h e fr e e bl a c k p o p ul ati o n, a n d iss u es s urr o u n di n g bl a c k 
e d u c ati o n. All of t h es e is s u e s t h at W e b b ill u mi n at es i n 1 8 5 7 ar e still e c h o e d i n t o d a y’s 
s o ci et y.  T h e n o v el als o ill u str at es u p p er -cl as s bl a c ks i n t h e n ort h w h o w er e a w ar e of, b ut 
s o m e w h at d et a c h e d fr o m t h e iss u e of sl a v er y t h at w as c urr e ntl y t a ki n g pl a c e i n t h e 
A m eri c a n S o ut h.  
 Fr a n k W e b b als o wr ot e N e w  E r a , al o n gsi d e Fr e d eri c k D o u gl as s, bl a c k n ati o n alist 
st al w art, M arti n R. D el a n y, as w ell a s a n u m b er of l e ss er k n o w n writ er s a n d i nt ell e ct u als 
i n cl u di n g G e or g e V as h o n, R e v er e n d J o h n Of g e n ( pr esi d e nt of Fis k U ni v er sit y), a n d 
G e or g e Ri c e. Ri c e, al o n g wit h W e b b’s al m o st g ot hi c fi cti o n a n d M arti n D el a n y’ s fi er y 
a n d pr e cis e p oliti c al r h et ori c, wr ot e arti cl es s u c h a s “ E arl y E n glis h Lit er at ur e Att ai n e d it s 
P erf e cti o n, ”  a n d “ t h e N e gr o a n d A m eri c a n Lit er at ur e,”  i n w hi c h h e ar g u e d t h at t h e n e gr o 
is as m u c h A m eri c a n as h e is a n e gr o. I n T h e G ari es  i ntr o d u cti o n, R o b ert R ei d-P h arr 
c o nt e n ds t h at W e b b “ h as his o w n m ar k e d tr ait s of c h ar a ct er; b ut s ur el y his i d e as, 
m a n n er s, a n d c ust o ms ar e A m eri c a n i n t h e f ull s e ns e of t h e w or d, as m u c h as t h o s e of his 
w hit e c o nt e m p or ari e s ”  ( x vii). I n es s e n c e, W e b b, pl a c es hi ms elf a m o n g t h e r a n ks of 
A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s at a ti m e w h e n t h er e w er e lit er all y a h a n df ul of Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s i n e xist e n c e.    
B y t h e e n d of t h e d e c a d e, Oli v er W e n d ell H ol m es h a d p u blis h e d T h e A ut o c r at of 
t h e B r e a kf ast T a bl e ( 1 8 5 8), H arri et B e e c h er St o w e p u blis h e d T h e Mi nist er' s W o oi n g 
( 1 8 5 9), a n d M arti n D el a n y p u blis h e d Bl a k e; or T h e H uts of A m eri c a: A T al e of t h e 
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Mi ssi ssi p pi V all e y, t h e S o ut h er n U nit e d St at es ( s eri ali z e d i n 1 8 5 9 i n T h e A n gl o Af ri c a n  
M a g a zi n e). M arti n D el a n y ’ s Bl a k e; or T h e H uts of A m eri c a  w as c o nsi d er e d b y s o m e “ t h e 
m o st i m p ort a nt a n d t h e l e a st i nfl u e nti al w or k of fi cti o n p u blis h e d b y a bl a c k writ er i n t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. M o st i m p ort a ntl y b e c a u s e of it s i nt ell e ct u al s c o p e, l e ast  i nfl u e nti al 
b e c a us e it c a u g ht t h e att e nti o n of al m o st n o o n e f or n e arl y o n e h u n dr e d y e ar s aft er it s 
p u bli c ati o n ”  ( M c G a n n i x). A c c or di n g t o E dit or J er o m e M c G a n n i n t h e n o v el’ s 
i ntr o d u cti o n, “ n o w or k of A m eri c a n fi cti o n pr o p o s e d a m or e a m biti o us i n v e sti g ati o n of 
t h e hist or y a n d t h e vi ci o u s s o ci al c o n diti o ns t h at c h ar a ct eri z e d t h e e m er g e nt A m eri c a n 
e m pir e i n t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, c orr e ct as it w as b y it s ori gi n al r a cist si n of sl a v er y. B ut 
n o w w e r e c o g ni z e Bl a k e  as o n e of t h e m or e pr of o u n d n o v els o v er t h e e ntir e a nt e b ell u m 
p eri o d t h at vi e w h as b e e n a l o n g ti m e c o mi n g ”  (i x). Bl a k e w as p u blis h e d i n s eri al f or m 
i nt o s h ort-li v e d p eri o di c als. “ D el a n y  hi ms elf br o k e off t h e p u bli c ati o n of t h e fir st 
s eri ali z ati o n i n 1 8 5 9 aft er s o m e t w o d o z e n c h a pt er s. H e w as n e v er a bl e t o c o m pl et e t h e 
s e c o n d b e c a us e of t h e st art of t h e Ci vil W ar. Bl a k e  t h e n dis a p p e ar e d fr o m vi e w”  (i x). 
At t h e ti m e w h e n Bl a k e  w as writt e n a n d p u blis h e d, t h e A m eri c a n s yst e m of 
sl a v er y w a s str u g gli n g t o s e c ur e it s elf a g ai nst i n cr e asi n g t hr e at s t o it s p o w er. Bl a k e  c a n 
b e s e e n as p art of t h e m o v e m e nt t h at, f or d e c a d es, h a d b e e n w or ki n g b e hi n d t h e s c e n es, 
a n d i n n e arl y e v er y f a c et of lif e, t o e n d t h e s yst e m of sl a v er y i n A m eri c a. D el a n y  w as o n e 
a m o n g a gr o u p of n ot a bl e bl a c k m e n a n d w o m e n w h o f o u g ht a g ai nst r a ci al i nj usti c e i n a 
ti m e w h e n a wi d es pr e a d a n d w ell-or g a ni z e d s yst e m d esi g n e d t o m ur d er a n d o p pr ess 
bl a c k p e o pl e w as c o m pl et el y l e g al, e n d o r s e d, a n d i n m o st c as es i n t h e s o ut h, e n c o ur a g e d. 
“ T h e y f o u n d e d n e ws p a p er s a n d p eri o di c als t o r ais e t h e c o ns ci o us n e ss of b ot h bl a c ks a n d 
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w hit e s, t h e y or g a ni z e d r e g ul ar m e eti n gs a n d c o n v e nti o ns t o f or m c o m m o n p oli ci e s f or 
pr a cti c al a cti o n, t h e y s p o k e, t h e y wr ot e, t h e y w or k e d i n t h eir l o c aliti e s a n d 
n ei g h b or h o o ds a n d tr a v el e d f ar t o b uil d c o m m u nit y s oli d arit y ”  ( M c G a n n i x). D el a n y als o 
w or k e d wit h a n d ai d e d a b oliti o nist, J o h n Br o w n. I n e a c h of t h es e e n d e a v or s, M arti n 
D el a n y  w a s a cti v e a n d a c k n o wl e d g e d f or his c o ntri b uti o ns t hr o u g h o ut his lif e.  
I n 1 8 4 7, D o u gl a ss as k e d D el a n y  t o h el p f o u n d a n d c o-e dit a n e w a nti -sl a v er y 
n e w s p a p er, T h e N ort h St ar . T h e y w or k e d t o g et h er o n t h e n e w s p a p er f or t w o y e ar s, d uri n g 
w hi c h ti m e D el a n y  tr a v el e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e Mi d w e st t o l e ctur e, s e e k s u bs cri pti o ns, a n d 
r e p ort o n his tr a v els. Li k e W e b b, D el a n y  fr e q u e ntl y r e c or d e d t h e e v e nt s of his tr a v els a n d 
pr o d u c e d a n ot a bl e c oll e cti o n of tr a v el lit er at ur e, w hi c h w as als o v er y p o p ul ar i n t h e 
mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. D el a n y  a n d Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss w er e d o mi n a nt v oi c es i n a 
c o m p a n y of i n di vi d u als t h at a d v o c at e d f or fr e e d o m i n d a n g er o us a n d oft e n f at all y tr a gi c 
c o n diti o ns. E v e nt u all y, D el a n y a n d D o u gl ass d e v el o p e d irr e c o n cil a bl e diff er e n c es 
c o n c er ni n g t h e d esti n y of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n t h e U n it e d St at es. D o u gl as s f a v or e d a n 
assi mil ati o nist a p pr o a c h, w hil e D el a n y  f a v or e d a n d e n d or s e d e mi gr ati o n b a c k t o Afri c a, 
als o a p o p ul ar n oti o n i n t h e mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y.  
D uri n g t h e e arl y 1 8 5 0 s, D el a n y  a n d D o u gl a ss gr e w f urt h er estr a n g e d o v er t h eir 
d iff eri n g vi e ws o n h o w t o c o o p er at e wit h w hit e a b oliti o nist s. T h eir diff er e n c es w er e m o st 
s h ar pl y m ar k e d b y t h eir b a c ki n g of t w o c o ntr asti n g n ati o n al bl a c k c o n v e nti o ns. O n e h el d 
i n R o c h e st er N e w Y or k, i n 1 8 5 3, w as p ut t o g et h er b y D o u gl as t o est a blis h bl a c k 
or g a ni z ati o ns i n t h e U nit e d St at es; t h e ot h er, h el d i n Cl e v el a n d, O hi o, i n 1 8 5 4, w as 
or g a ni z e d b y D el a n y  t o pr o m ot e bl a c k e mi gr ati o n (M c G a n n xi). I n ess e n c e, Bl a k e  w as 
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writt e n t o bri n g a b o ut s o ci al c h a n g e. It s c or e i d e as h a d b e e n m at uri n g i n D el a n y ’ s mi n d 
si n c e at l e a st t h e l at e 1 8 3 0s, a n d h e h a d b e e n pr o m oti n g t h e m e v er si n c e t hr o u g h his 
lit er ar y w or ks a n d ci vi c a cti vis m. It w as t h e a p p alli n g Dr e d S c ott d e cisi o n of 1 8 5 7, w hi c h 
h el d t h at bl a c k p e o pl e w er e n ot U S citi z e ns t h at fi n all y dr o v e hi m t o writ e w h at  w o ul d b e 
his o nl y w or k of fi cti o n. “ Bl a k e r e pr es e nt s t h e p ol e mi c of a n e x as p er at e d i m a gi n ati o n, 
r efl e cti n g a l o n g, t or m e nt e d hist or y t h at di d n ot e n d wit h t h e l o ss of t h e C o nf e d er a c y, a n d 
i n d e e d h as n ot e n d e d e v e n t o d a y”  ( M c G a n n xiii). O v er a c e nt ur y l at er, D el a n y ’ s w or ks 
h a v e i ns pir e d t h e Bl a c k P o w er a n d P a n -Afri c a nis m m o v e m e nt s d u e t o t h eir f ort hri g ht a n d 
s y m p at h eti c a c c o u nt of i ns urr e cti o n.  
L astl y, o n S e pt e m b er 5, 1 8 5 9, H arri et E. Wils o n r el e a s es O ur Ni g: or, S k et c h es i n 
t h e Lif e of a Fr e e Bl a c k. W h e n O ur Ni g  a p p e ar e d, Wils o n b e c a m e t h e fir st Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n w o m a n t o p u blis h a n o v el, a st or y t ol d i n t hir d p er s o n usi n g c o n v e nti o n al 
n o v elisti c lit er ar y str at e gi e s. Wils o n’s n arr ati v e es s e nti all y s er v es as a s o p histi c at e d 
h y bri d of a ut o bi o gr a p h y a n d pr o s e fi cti o n.  H o w e v er, r e c e nt r es e ar c h h as c o nfir m e d t h at 
t h e a ut o bi o gr a p hi c al cl ai ms m a d e i n t h e n o v el’ s pr ef a c e a n d a p p e n di c e s d o, i n f a ct, ali g n 
wit h m u c h of t h e st or y t ol d wit hi n t h e n o v el’ s p a g e s. I n d e e d, t h e t e xt s o cl o s el y 
c orr es p o n ds t o t h e hist ori c al r e c or d t h at O ur Ni g  l a ys cl ai m t o b ei n g t h e o nl y e xisti n g 
n arr ati v e writt e n b y a bl a c k i n d e nt ur e d s er v a nt i n t h e a nt e b ell u m N ort h. B esi d es b ei n g 
o n e of t h e r ar e s k et c h es t h at ill ustr at es w h at it w as li k e t o b e a p o or n ort h er n -b or n fr e e 
w o m a n, O ur Ni g  is o ne of t h e v er y f e w n o v els writt e n b y a fr e e n ort h er n -b or n Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n. H o w e v er, d es pit e Wils o n’ s i nt e n d e d c o ntri b uti o ns, h er writt e n w or k w as 
i g n or e d b y h er c o nt e m p or ari es a n d l o st t o A m eri c a n r e a d er s f or m or e t h a n 1 2 0 y e ar s. T h e 
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l e a d er s of t h e 1 8 5 0s anti -sl a v er y e st a blis h m e nt b est sit u at e d t o pri oriti z e a n d p u bli ci z e 
O ur Ni g  i g n or e d Wils o n’ s w or k. T h e y w er e m or e c o n c er n e d a b o ut t h e is s u es of s o ut h er n 
sl a v er y t h a n t h e h ar s h tr e at m e nt bl a c k s f a c e d i n t h e N ort h. A d diti o n all y, a ntisl a v er y 
gr o u ps w er e off e n d e d b y Wils o n’s criti c al tr e at m e nt of a b oliti o nist s a n d c o n c er n e d b y h er 
s y m p at h eti c tr e at m e nt of i nt err a ci al m arri a g e, w hi c h w as still e xtr e m el y t a b o o at t h e ti m e.  
O ur Ni g  w as r e dis c o v er e d a n d br o u g ht b a c k i nt o t h e p u bli c li g ht i n 1 9 8 1 b y 
H e nr y L o uis G at es. It w as c o nsi d er e d t h e fir st n o v el p u blis h e d b y a n Afri c a n-A m eri c a n 
w o m a n i n N ort h A m eri c a  t h o u g h t h at r e c or d is n o w c o nt est e d b y a n ot h er m a n us cri pt 
f o u n d b y G at es, T h e B o n d w o m a n' s N ar r ati v e  w hi c h is b eli e v e d t o h a v e b e e n r el e a s e d 
fr o m 18 5 3 a n d  1 8 6 1 . N e v ert h el e ss, alt h o u g h O ur Ni g  is a n i m p ort a nt pi e c e of e arl y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n lit er at ur e, b as e d o n t h e s c o p e of t his diss ert ati o n , it s a n al ysis c a n n ot fit 
i nt o t h e s c o p e of t his st u d y. T h er ef or e, t his st u d y will c o v er t h e fir st f o ur Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n w or ks of fi cti o n, b ut will n ot i n cl u d e a n i n -d e pt h a n al ysis of t h e fift h, Wils o n’ s  
O ur Ni g . B y t h e p u bli c ati o n of O ur Ni g , t h e d o mi n a nt lit er ar y tr e n d h a d alr e a d y m o v e d 
o n t o A m eri c a n R e alis m, r e pl et e wit h (r e al a n d f a bri c at e d) “ f a ct u al”  a c c o u nt s, sl a v e 
n arr ati v es, a n d writi n g t h at n o l o n g er att e m pt e d t o us e r o m a nti c lit er ar y tr e n ds as o p e nl y 
t o c a pti v at e a n d i nfl u e n c e a u di e n c e s.    
B y t h e 1 8 5 0s, t h e a b oliti o nist m o v e m e nt h a d f or g e d a n a u di e n c e f or bl a c k writ er s 
w h o w er e o n c e e nsl a v e d. As b e st ill ustr at e d b y Fr e d eri c k D o u gl ass’ s 1 8 4 5 p u bli c ati o n of 
his lif e st or y, sl a v e n arr ati v es —  n o w c o nsi d er e d a c or n er st o n e of A m eri c a n lit er ar y 
e x pr es si o n –  s ol d v er y w ell. Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns s u c h as D o u gl as s, Willi a m W ells Br o w n, 
a n d M arti n D el a n y , t hr o u gh t h eir m or e o v ertl y cr e ati v e w or ks w er e l e ss w el c o m e b y 
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r e a d er s t h a n Afri c a n-A m eri c a n t esti m o n y, a n d s e e mi n gl y si m pl e r el a ti o n of t h e “ f a ct s” . 
U ntil O u r Ni g , h o w e v er, n o Afri c a n-A m eri c a n n o v els w er e writt e n b y a w o m a n; a n d o nl y 
Fr a n k W e b b’ s T h e G ari es a n d  T h eir Fri e n ds ( 1 8 5 7) a d dr ess es t h e t h or n y is s u e of r a c e 
a n d cl as s i n t h e N ort h. Ulti m at el y, as t h e d e c a d e dr e w t o a cl o s e, p u bli c s e nti m e nt as t h e 
Ci vil W ar a p pr o a c h e d m o v e d m a n y r e a d er s t o t h e s ci ntill ati n g r e al -lif e iss u e s of t h e d a y 
a n d t h e y w er e n o l o n g er i nt er est e d as m u c h i n t h e fi cti o n t h at w as cr e at e d as a n att e m pt t o 
att a c h a n ati o n al i d e ntit y o n a n e wl y f or m e d c o u ntr y of v ari o us diff er e nt gr o u ps of 
n ati v e s, c ol o nist s, c a pt or s, a n d sl a v e s.  
 
R es e ar c h M et h o d ol o g y  
T his st u d y’ s r es e ar c h m et h o d ol o g y w ill pri m aril y c o nsist of lit er ar y a n al ysis. T h e 
r es e ar c h er h as cl o s el y r e a d a n d t h or o u g hl y e x a mi n e d e a c h w or k a n d will dis c u ss h o w 
e a c h writ er utili z es t h e c h ar a ct eristi cs of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m i n r el ati o n t o t h e t h e m e s 
c o n v e y e d i n e a c h i n di vi d u al n o v el.  T h e r es e ar c h er h a s als o i n cl u d e d hist ori c al, p oliti c al, 
a n d s o ci al c o nt e xt, w h er e a p pli c a bl e, t o dr a w c o n n e cti o ns b et w e e n t h e writ er s, t h e n o v els, 
t h eir m e ss a g e s, a n d h o w t h e y r el at e t o t h e ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y a u di e n c e. T his st u d y als o 
utili z es a v ari et y o f s c h ol arl y j o ur n als a n d s e c o n d ar y s o ur c es t o r ei nf or c e t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d p oi nt s. L astl y, t h e r es e ar c h er c o m p ar es a n d c o ntr ast s t h e a p pli c a bl e 
a ut h or s a n d t h eir w or ks wit h e a c h ot h er, as w ell a s wit h m or e m ai nstr e a m fi cti o n writ er s 
a n d t h e n o v els t h at t h e y p u blis h e d t hr o u g h o ut  t h e 1 8 5 0s. 
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Pr eli mi n ar y R es e ar c h  
I n “ T h e N o v eli z ati o n of V oi c e i n E arl y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n N arr ati v e, ”  Willi a m 
A n dr e ws affir ms t h e b asi c t h esis of t his dis s ert ati o n b y pr o p o si n g t h at e arl y bl a c k writ er s 
i n t h e 1 8 5 0s f elt t h e n e e d t o a c q ui e s c e a n d tr a ns p os e t e n et s of A m eri c a n lit er at ur e d uri n g 
t h e er a of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m.  T h e writ er s p e cifi c all y hi g hlig ht s “ t h e e arli e st 
n o v eli zi n g of n arr ati v e i n bl a c k A m eri c a n Lit er at ur e ”  ( A n dr e w s 2 4). T h e list i n cl u d es 
T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds,  b y Fr a n k J. W e b b, a n d Bl a k e; or, t h e H uts of A m eri c a , b y 
M arti n R. D el a n y. T h e arti cl e dis c u ss e s a v ari et y of fi cti o n w or ks writt e n b y Afri c a n -
A m eri c a ns t hr o u g h o ut t h e 1 8 5 0s. H o w e v er, t h e arti cl e f o c us e s m o stl y o n D o u gl a ss’s T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e  a n d Br o w n’ s Cl ot el, as h e dis c us s e s t h e p ar a d o x of p ortr a yi n g a ut h e nti cit y 
w hil e c o nf or mi n g t o t h e eff e cti v e n e ss of a fi cti o n al n arr ati v e a n d t h e i m p ort a n c e of e arl y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n w or ks b ei n g “ f o u n d i n tr ut h,”  r at h er t h a n tr u e, f a ct u al, a c c o u nt s. 
I n t h e arti cl e, “ T h er es a a n d Bl a k e: M o bilit y a n d R esist a n c e i n A nt e b ell u m 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n S eri ali z e d Fi cti o n, ”  J e a n L e e C ol e dis c u ss e s “ T h er es a –  A H a yti e n 
T al e ”  ( 1 8 2 8), a s eri ali z e d w or k of bl a c k fi cti o n t h at pr e c e d e d T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  a n d 
Cl ot el , i n r el ati o n t o M arti n D el a n y’ s Bl a k e; or, t h e H uts of A m eri c a . S h e all u d es t o t h e 
f a ct t h at t h e sl a v e n arr ati v e is c o nsi d er e d b y m o st lit er ar y s c h olar s as “ t h e d o mi n a nt m o d e  
of bl a c k a nt e b ell u m n arr ati v e ”  ( C ol e 1 5 8). E v e n t h o u g h Bl a k e  w as p u blis h e d i n E n gl a n d 
i n 1 8 5 7, as a c o m pl et e n o v el, C ol e m a k e s t h e c o n n e cti o n t h at b ot h T h er es a  a n d Bl a k e  
w er e b ot h s eri ali z e d w or ks, h e a vil y r e a d i n v ari o us c o u ntri e s.  S h e t h e n all u d es t o h o w t h e 
us e of fi cti o n c a n b e m or e c o m p elli n g t h a n a ct u al hist ori c al a c c o u nt s b e c a u s e it c a n gi v e 
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a gli m p s e of w h at c o ul d b e a n d all o w s t h e a u di e n c e t o c o nsi d er p o ssi biliti e s t h at m a y b e 
diffi c ult t o e n visi o n i n r e al lif e.    
I n St e p h e n K n a dl er’ s “ Tr a u m ati z e d R a ci al P erf or m ati vit y: P assi n g i n Ni n et e e nt h -
C e nt ur y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n T esti m o ni e s, ”  t h e a ut h or dis c us s es t h e f a ct t h at Fr a n k W e b b’ s 
1 8 5 7 n o v el, T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds  e x pl or e s t h e pr a cti c e of p assi n g ( att e m pti n g t o 
li v e lif e as a w hit e p er s o n e v e n t h o u g h t h e i n di vi d u al m a y h a v e b e e n t h e offs pri n g or 
d es c e n d a nt of bl a c k p e o pl e i n or d er t o a v oi d r a ci al s u bj u g ati o n).  K n a dl er c o nt e n ds t h at 
b e c a us e t h e p e o pl e w h o “ p as s, ”  p arti c ul arl y i n T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds,  ess e nti all y 
li v e t w o li v es a n d c a n e q u all y u n d er st a n d sl a v er y fr o m t h e p oi nt of vi e w of t h e o p pr ess e d 
a n d t h e o p pr ess or, t h e y m a y b e a bl e t o off er a tr ul y o bj e cti v e vi e w of sl a v er y –  
p arti c ul arl y fr o m a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p er s p e cti v e. K n a dl er utili z e s m a n y e x a m pl e s fr o m 
t h e n o v el t o ill u str at e h o w p assi n g c a n gi v e i nsi g ht s t h at m a y h a v e b e e n m or e r el at e d t o 
w hit e a u di e n c e s i n t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. O n e c a n c o nt e n d t h at w hit e a u di e n c es i n t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y w o ul d b e m or e e m p at h eti c t o t h e pli g ht of a c h ar a ct er t h at is m or e 
r el at e d t o t h e ms el v e s. As s u c h, W e b b hi g hli g ht s t h e pr e c ari o us pr e di c a m e nt of w hit e 
p e o pl e w h o c a n p ass f or bl a c k a n d li v e a lif e wit h si mil ar l u x uri e s, b ut w h o at t h e s a m e 
ti m e, is s u s c e pti bl e t o t h e d a n g er s of b ei n g Bl a c k i n A nt e b ell u m A meri c a.  
 I n t h e arti cl e, “ Fr a n k W e b b's ‘ T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds ’ a n d t h e Str u g gl e 
o v er Bl a c k E d u c ati o n i n t h e A nt e b ell u m N ort h, ”  N at as h a K o hl f o c us e s o n e d u c ati o n as it 
is pr es e nt e d i n t h e n o v el. K o hl als o c o nt e n ds t h at W e b b us es c h ar a ct er s t o “ a d v o c at e 
bl a c k s oli d arit y a n d e x p o s e r a ci al i nj u sti c e w hil e m ai nt ai ni n g a w hit e r e a d er s hi p ”  ( 7 6). 
S h e all u d es t o t h e n o v el Cl ot el , e x pl ai ni n g t h at it w as a pr e c e di n g n o v el wit h a  si mil ar 
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t h e m e of p as si n g. B ut s h e als o dis c u ss e s t h e f a ct t h at b ot h n o v els t ak e pl a c e i n t h e 
A m eri c a n N ort h –  P hil a d el p hi a a n d W as hi n gt o n, D C, r es p e cti v el y. S h e us e s t his 
c o n n e cti o n i n or d er t o dis c u ss h o w t h e n o v el w as r e c ei v e d b y n ort h er n a u di e n c e s i n 
r el ati o n t o s o ut h er n a u di e n c es a n d h o w t h e diff er e n c e i n e d u c ati o n s yst e ms, p ar ti c ul arl y 
f or bl a c k A m eri c a ns i n t h e n ort h whi c h  m a y h a v e pl a y e d a r ol e i n br e a ki n g st er e ot y p es as 
w ell as t h e n o v el’ s s o ci al a n d c ult ur al i m p a ct a n d i nfl u e n c e.   
I n “ B er ni er's E x p eri m e nt al P o eti cs; or, W h at W as Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
E x p eri m e nt alis m ? ” , L e vi n e e x pl or e s t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n h er ois m, a n d t h e 
e x p eri m e nt al n at ur e of lit er at ur e a n d c ult ur e usi n g t h e st u di es of B er ni er t o f o c us o n t h e 
d e pi cti o n of di as p ori c h er ois m i n ei g ht e e nt h a n d ni n et e e nt h Bl a c k Britis h art a n d 
lit er at ur e. T h e arti cl e dis c uss es  B er ni er’ s p oi nt s a b o ut t h e w or ks of v ari o us n ot a bl e bl a c k 
l u mi n ari es, i n cl u di n g Fr e d eri c k D o u gl ass’ s T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . L e vi n e dis a gr e e s wit h 
B er ni er’s as s erti o n t h at D o u gl a ss b ol dl y br e a ks t h e tr a diti o n al writi n g st yl es of t h e ti m e 
a n d e v e n s e ar c h e s f or a  n e w g e nr e. H o w e v er, t h e a ut h or c o nt e n ds t h at T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  
a d o pt s t h e s a m e s e nti m e nt al f or ms a s U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n . T h e o nl y diff er e n c e is t h at as a 
n ot a bl e a b oliti o nist a n d s c h ol ar, it m a y h a v e b e e n diffi c ult f or a D o u gl a ss t o eff e cti v el y 
c o n v e y t h e t e rr or s of sl a v er y f or a l ar g er w hit e a u di e n c e b e c a us e, ir o ni c all y, w hit e 
r e a d er s of t h e mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y m a y h a v e b e e n m or e m o v e d b y r o m a nti ci z e d 
a nt e b ell u m fi cti o n r at h er t h a n r e al lif e a c c o u nt s.  
I n “ Willi a m W ells Br o w n's ‘ N arr ati v e’ & Tr a v eli n g S u bj e cti vit y, ”  St e p h e n L u c asi 
dis c uss e d t h e m arri a g e of fi cti o n a n d n o nfi cti o n lit er ar y g e nr e s i n or d er t o e v o k e i nt er est, 
s o ci al c h a n g e, a n d t o r e a c h a wi d er a u di e n c e. I n t his c as e, L u c asi c o nt e n ds t h at Br o w n 
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m er g es t h e sl a v e n arr ati v e a n d t h e tr a v el n arr a ti v e i n or d er t o ill u str at e t h e c o n diti o ns f or 
bl a c k p e o pl e i n A m eri c a n t o t h e r est of t h e w orl d. T h er ef or e, it off er s a n o bj e cti v e vi e w 
of t h e li v es of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns wit h o ut r es orti n g t o hist ori c al sl a v e t esti m o ni es. T h e 
a ut h or als o st at es t h at t his l it er ar y f or m w o ul d all o w ot h er s w h o w er e n ot b or n i n 
A m eri c a a n d d es e nsiti z e d t o t h e pr a cti c e of sl a v er y t o vi e w it i n a fr es h, o bj e cti v e li g ht 
wit h o ut f e eli n g pr e a c h e d t o or c o m p ell e d t o r e a c h a m or al hi g h gr o u n d. T h e a ut h or t h e n 
pr o vi d es v ari o us e x a m pl es  of h o w Br o w n us es s e v er al ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y lit er ar y 
el e m e nt s t o c o n v e y m e a ni n g. O n e e x a m pl e is h o w Br o w n us es t h e w o o ds as a s y m b ol of 
fr e e d o m, si mil ar t o m a n y ot h er fi cti o n w or ks of t h e A m eri c a n R o m a nti c P eri o d.  
I n “ T h e Pr o bl e m of R e v ol uti o n i n t h e A g e of Sl a v er y: Cl ot el , Fi cti o n, a n d t h e 
G o v er n m e nt of M a n, ”  D e a k N a b er s, d e e pl y e x a mi n e s Willi a m W ells Br o w n’ s, Cl ot el  –  
p arti c ul arl y i n r el ati o n t o H arri et B e e c h er St o w e’s Dr e d . H e als o f o c us es o n t h e i n cl usi o n 
of hist ori c al a n d g o v er n m e nt al fi g ur e s s u c h as T h o m a s J eff er s o n a n d ot h er A m eri c a n 
F o u n di n g F at h er s. N a b er s c o nt e n ds t h at Cl ot el  “ pr o b a bl y c o nstit ut e d t h e m o st pr of o u n d 
r et hi n ki n g of t h e m e a ni n g of t h e R e v ol uti o n i n 1 8 5 0s A m eri c a”  ( 8 6). T h e arti cl e 
c o m p ar e s Dr e d  a n d  Cl ot el  wit h r e g ar d t o t h eir a p pr o a c h es o n sl a v er y a n d Ji m Cr o w. 
N a b er s t h e n dis c u ss e s p oliti cs, l e gisl ati o n, a n d t h e r ol es of Br o w n’s c o nt e m p or ari e s, s u c h 
as H e nr y D a vi d T h or e a u, a n d t h eir st a n c e s o n is s u es of fr e e d o m a n d sl a v er y. H e als o 
all u d e s t o t h e s y m b oli c a n d lit er al i m p ort a n c e of ill u mi n ati n g r e al hist ori c al fi g ur es s u c h 
as T h o m as J eff er s o n a n d Dr e d S c ott, a n d dis c uss es h o w t his a d ds cr e d e n c e, w ei g ht, a n d 
cr e di bilit y t o t h e fi cti o n al w or ks.    
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Lit er ar y O v er vi e w  
I n I v y Wils o n’ s arti cl e, “ O n N ati v e Gr o u n d: Tr a ns n ati o n alis m, Fr e d eri c k 
D o u gl a ss, a n d ‘ T h e H e r oi c Sl a v e ’,”  t h e a ut h or dis c uss e s D o u gl a ss’s us e of n ati o n alis m 
a n d r h et ori c t o i nfl u e n c e a u di e n c e s a b o ut t h e c o n diti o n of e nsl a v e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns. 
Wils o n us es e x a m pl es r a n gi n g fr o m t h e f a ct t h at  t h e pr ot a g o nist is n a m e d aft er G e or g e 
W a s hi n gt o n ( b ut is als o a f u giti v e sl a v e s e e ki n g fr e e d o m). S h e als o dis c us s es t h e 
r el e v a n c e of t h e pr ot a g o nist r efl e cti o n, “ W h at t o t h e sl a v e is t h e f o urt h of J ul y ? ”  a n d h o w 
it r el at es t o t h e p o p ul ar s p e e c h b y D o u gl ass. Wils o n c o nt e n ds t h at D o u gl a ss us e s t h es e 
all usi o ns t o f urt h er h u m a ni z e t h e pr ot a g o nist f or w hit e a u di e n c e s. Als o, li k e i n m a n y 
w or ks of A m eri c a n R o m a nti c lit er at ur e, Wils o n ill ustr at es h o w t h e n o v el is  writt e n wit h 
el e v at e d l a n g u a g e, a n d r e v er b er at es wit h “ c o m p o u n d v oi c es ” . D o u gl ass us es t h e pl atf or m  
of t h e fi cti o n n o v ell a t o r el a y s p e e c h e s, di al o g u es, s olil o q ui e s, a n d a ut h ori al i nt erj e cti o ns 
all, dir e ctl y a n d/ or i n dir e ctl y, t o h el p j ustif y t h e e n d of A m eri c a n sl a v er y.   
I n m o d er n lit er ar y criti cis m, m o st s c h ol ar s c at e g ori z e t h e hist ori c al, c ult ur al, 
st ylisti c, a n d t h e m ati c c h a n g e s t h at o c c ur i n lit er at ur e o v er ti m e i nt o v ari o us lit er ar y 
p eri o ds or m o v e m e nt s. Fr o m t h e ti m e Britis h c ol o nist s b e g a n r e c or di n g t h eir e x p eri e n c es 
i n t h e N e w W orl d, writt e n E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a n lit er at ur e w as est a blis h e d. H o w e v er, t his 
is n ot t o dis cr e dit t h e g e n er ati o ns of N ati v e A m eri c a ns a n d ki d n a p p e d Afri c a ns w h o 
p ass e d d o w n t h eir lit er at ur e t hr o u g h or al tr a diti o n a n d f ol k t al es  f or h u n dr e ds a n d, i n 
s o m e c as e s, t h o us a n ds of y e ar s. T hr o u g h o ut t h e s e v e nt e e nt h a n d e arl y ei g ht e e nt h 
c e nt uri es, A m eri c a n c ult ur e h a d b a s e d it s lit er at ur e o n st er nl y r eli gi o us P urit a ni c al i d e als. 
H o w e v er, t o w ar d t h e mi d dl e of t h e ei g ht e e nt h c e nt ur y, a m o v e m e nt t h at s c h ol ar s n o w 
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r ef er t o as t h e A m eri c a n E nli g ht e n m e nt ( or A g e of R e as o n) b e g a n t o t a k e h ol d t hr o u g h o ut 
e arl y  A m eri c a n c ult ur e. T his m o v e m e nt b e g a n as s o ci et y st art e d t o r ej e ct m a n y of t h e 
r eli gi o us i d e als of t h e pr e vi o us c e nt ur y. T h e gr e at lit er ar y mi n ds of t h e A m eri c a n 
E nli g ht e n m e nt l ar g el y c o nsist e d of t h e li k e s of T h o m a s J eff er s o n, B e nj a mi n Fr a n kli n, 
a n d P atri c k H e nr y; a d diti o n all y,  o n e of t h e f a v or e d m e di u ms t o e x pr ess t h eir i d e a s w as 
t hr o u g h ess a ys a n d s p e e c h e s. T h er ef or e, m u c h of t h e lit er at ure of t his p eri o d d e alt wit h 
t h e w ei g ht y i d e als t o w hi c h t h es e fi g ur es d e v ot e d t h eir writi n gs . As a r es ult , lit er at ur e 
d uri n g t his p eri o d  c o nsist e d of a v ari et y of n o nf i cti o n g e nr es, fr o m s p e e c h es t o 
p a m p hl et s, as w ell a s p o etr y a n d ess a ys ( O gl e s b y). I n f a ct, m u c h of t h e lit er at ur e t h at 
i m p a ct e d t h e s e p ar ati o n of t h e A m eri c a n c ol o ni es fr o m E n gl a n d, as w ell as f o u n di n g 
d o c u m e nt s s u c h as t h e D e cl ar ati o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e, Bill of Ri g ht s, a n d t h e U nit e d St a t es 
C o nstit uti o n, w er e ori gi n all y dr aft e d d uri n g t his ti m e.   
N e v ert h el e ss, e v e n t h o u g h t h e s el e ct f e w w hit e m e n pri vil e g e d e n o u g h t o b e i n 
p o w er pr o vi d e d t h e bl u e pri nt t h at w o ul d l at er b e c o m e t h e U nit e d St at es of A m eri c a, e arl y 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y A m eri c a w as a ct u all y q uit e s o ci all y, p oliti c all y, a n d r a ci all y di v er s e. 
T hr o u g h o ut t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, A m eri c a t e e m e d wit h m a n y a n d v ari e d tri b e s of 
N ati v e A m eri c a ns; E ur o p e a n c ol o nist s, r ef u g e e s, e x pl or er s, a n d pl u n d er er s fr o m E n gl a n d, 
Fr a n c e, a n d S p ai n; a s w ell as t h o us a n d s of a n e v er -gr o wi n g n u m b er of Afri c a ns t h at w er e 
ki d n a p p e d a n d br o u g ht t o t h e c o u ntr y as p art of t h e tr a ns atl a nti c sl a v e tr a d e. Ulti m at el y, 
t h e E nli g ht e n m e nt br o u g ht a b o ut a n u m b er of g ai ns. S ci e ntifi c k n o wl e d g e h a d 
si g nifi c a ntl y i n cr e as e d,  m o n ar c hs n o l o n g er r ul e d b y Di vi n e Ri g ht, a n d citi z e ns c o ul d 
h a v e fr a n k c o n v er s ati o ns a b o ut t h eir n ati o n’s p oli ci e s a n d t h e c o ur s e of w orl d e v e nt s. 
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H o w e v er, t h er e w as m or e vi ol e n c e a n d t ur m oil t hr o u g h o ut t h e w orl d as v ari o us E ur o p e a n 
n ati o ns s o u g ht t o c ol o ni z e t h e k n o w n w orl d a n d, i n m a n y c a s e s,  s u bj u g at e d, e nsl a v e d, 
t err ori z e d, a n d/ or m ur d er e d m o st, a n d i n s o m e c a s es all, t h e ori gi n al i n h a bit a nt s of n e arl y 
e v er y c ol o ni z e d l a n d. T his w a s all j u stifi e d a n d pr o m ot e d t hr o u g h t h e c o n c e pt of 
M a nif e st D esti n y, t h e b eli ef t h at w hit e m e n h a d a di vi n e ri g h t t o c o n q u er all of t h e l a n d i n 
t h e N e w W orl d as w ell as it s p e o pl e. D uri n g t his ti m e, si mil ar t o t h e c e nt ur y pri or, t h e 
e arl y A m eri c a ns u n d er w e nt a gr a d u al, b ut p er c e pti bl e c h a n g e i n t h o u g ht. Writ er s s o u g ht 
t o esta blis h a n d b olst er a u ni q u el y “ A m eri c a n ”  c ult ur e -- a n i d e ntit y f or t h e ms el v e s  
s e p ar at e fr o m t h eir E ur o p e a n c o u nt er p art s. T his b e g a n a m o v e m e nt t h at w o ul d b e c o m e 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m or t h e A m eri c a n R o m a nti c P eri o d.  
C urr e nt lit er ar y s c h ol ar s r e g ar d R o m a nt i cis m as a si g nifi c a nt m o v e m e nt i n b ot h 
Britis h a n d A m eri c a n c ult ur es, i m p a cti n g m u si c, art, ar c hit e ct ur e, p hil o s o p h y, a s w ell as 
lit er at ur e. G e n er all y, R o m a nti cis m is a t er m a p pli e d t o t h e m o v e m e nt i n lit er at ur e a n d t h e 
art s t h at b e g a n i n E ur o p e t o w ar d t h e e n d of t h e ei g ht e e nt h c e nt ur y. “ I n E ur o p e, t h e 
R o m a nti c M o v e m e nt s er v e d as p art of t h e c ult ur al r e a cti o n a g ai nst n e o cl as si cis m, t h e 
r e vi v al of a cl a ssi c al E ur o p e a n st yl e or tr e at m e nt i n art, lit er at ur e, ar c hit e ct ur e, or m usi c”  
(“ R o m a n c e ”  9 3 1). I n m o st ar e as, t h e tr e n d w as at it s p e a k a p pr o xi m at el y fr o m 1 8 0 0 t o 
1 8 5 0. H o w e v er, d uri n g t h o s e y e ar s, A m eri c a ns e x p eri e n c e d t h eir o w n c ult ur al 
r e n ais s a n c e i n r e s p o ns e t o t h e A m eri c a n E nli g ht e n m e nt. T h e ris e of R o m a nti cis m w a s s o 
gr a d u al, a n d e x hi bit e d s o m a n y p h as e s, t h at a cl e ar d efi niti o n is n e arl y i m p o ssi bl e. 
H o w e v er, g e n er all y s p e a ki n g, b as e d o n B e n et’ s R e a d er’ s E n c y cl o p e di a , R o m a nti cis m  
i n v ol v es at l e ast s e v er al of t h e f oll o wi n g c h ar a ct eristi c s:  
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●  T h e ar c h et y p e of t h e R o m a nti c H er o  
●  A n a p pr e ci ati o n of I n di vi d u alis m, Pri miti vis m, a n d/ or t h e d esir e f or 
I n di vi d u al Fr e e d o m 
●  Us e of I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d a r e v er e n c e f or N at ur e a n d w h at is 
N at ur al  
●  Fr e e T h o u g ht p ar a d o xi c al l y j u xt a p o s e d wit h R eli gi o n a n d/ or S pirit u alit y 
●  C o n v e ys d efi a n c e of  p oliti c al a ut h orit y a n d s o ci al c o n v e nti o n  
●  Us e of P o etr y a n d El e v at e d l a n g u a g e  
●  A n i nt er est i n t h e m or bi d, t h e m el a n c h ol y, a n d t h e p h e n o m e n o n of cr u elt y  
( 9 3 1) 
As s u c h, t h es e will b e t h e q u alifi c ati o ns us e d t o e x a mi n e t h e r o m a nti c el e m e nt s i n 
t h e w or ks dis c us s e d i n t his diss ert ati o n. R o m a nti cis m, p arti c ul arl y i n t h e mi d dl e of t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, h as o nl y i n r etr o s p e ct e ar n e d t h e l a b el of t h e “ r e n ais s a n c e of 
A m eri c a n lit er at ur e ” . I n f a ct, t h e n o v elist s w h o t o d a y ar e r e g ar d e d b y criti cs as lit er ar y 
m a st er s wit h cl as si c lit er ar y w or ks w er e virt u all y u n k n o w n d uri n g t h eir lif eti m e s. T h e 
n o v elist s p u blis hi n g d uri n g t his p eri o d, p arti c ul arl y N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e a n d H er m a n 
M el vill e, w er e cr afti n g d e ns el y s y m b oli c a n d ori gi n al pi e c es of lit er at ur e t h at n o n et h el es s 
r eli e d h e a vil y u p o n t h e e x a m pl e of E n glis h R o m a nti cis m. H o w e v er, t h eir w or k w as i n 
ot h er r es p e ct s a cl e a n br e a k wit h a n y v ari ati o n of R o m a nti c is m t h at h a d c o m e b ef or e. 
N e v ert h el e ss, t h es e cl ai ms c a n als o b e m a d e f or t h e ei g ht e e nt h -c e nt ur y  writ er s a n d t h eir  
w or ks t h at ar e a d dr ess e d i n t his diss ert ati o n .  
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M a n y s c h ol ar s cl ai m t h at i n 1 8 6 5, at t h e d a w n of t h e Ci vil W ar, t h e a g e of 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m q ui c kl y s hift e d i nt o A m eri c a n R e alis m, a n d t h at n o nfi cti o n sl a v e 
n arr ati v es i ntr o d u c e d t h e fir st w or ks of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n lit er at ur e t o a u di e n c e s. 
Li k e wis e, i n m o st hi g h s c h o ol A m eri c a n lit er at ur e t e xt b o o ks a n d c urri c ul a, Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n lit er at ur e i n t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y is oft e n r e g ul at e d t o n o nfi cti o n sl a v e 
n arr ati v es a n d a ut o bi o gr a p hi e s. Cr e dit f or fi cti o n a nt e b ell u m w or ks pr o m oti n g t h e e n d of  
sl a v er y is oft e n gi v e t o t h e li k e s of E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n writ er s li k e H arri et B e e c h er 
St o w e. H o w e v er, b e c a us e t h e y t y pi c all y d o n ot as cri b e t o t h e tr a diti o n al q u aliti e s of 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m, ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er s ar e oft e n gr o u p e d 
i nt o t h e s u bs e q u e nt lit er ar y m o v e m e nt of A m eri c a n R e alis m. M or e o v er, v er y s el d o m ar e 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er s m e nti o n e d wit h r e g ar d t o A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m or t h e 
A m eri c a n R e n ais s a n c e eit h er c hr o n ol o gi c all y or t h e m ati c a ll y.  
T his diss ert ati o n  e x a mi n es t h e fir st f o ur p u blis h e d w or ks of fi cti o n b y Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n writ er s fr o m 1 8 5 2 t o 1 8 5 7 a n d h o w t h es e writ er s utili z e d n oti o ns a n d t h e m es of 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m t o a d dr ess l ar g er iss u es i n v ol vi n g cl ass, r a c e, g e n d er, fr e e d o m, 
a n d sl a v er y fr o m a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p er s p e cti v e. T h e n o v els a d dr ess e d h er e ar e T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e  b y Fr e d eri c k D o u gl as s ( 1 8 5 2), Cl ot el; or, T h e Pr esi d e nt’ s D a u g ht er  b y 
Willi a m W ells Br o w n ( 1 8 5 3), T h e G ari es a n d t h eir Fri e n ds  b y Fr a n k J. W e b b ( 1 8 5 7), 
a n d Bl a k e; or, t h e H uts of A m eri c a  b y M arti n R. D el a n y  ( 1 8 5 9).  
Bl a k e; or, t h e H uts of A m eri c a  as w ell a s O ur Ni g; or, S k et c h es f r o m t h e Lif e of a 
Fr e e Bl a c k  b y H arri et E. Wils o n ( 1 8 5 9) w er e b ot h als o p u blis h e d i n 1 8 5 9. H o w e v er, f or 
t h e c o nfi n e s of t his diss ert ati o n , t h e f o c us will b e o n t h e fir st f o ur n o v els a s t h e y ar e t h e 
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e arli est i n di c at or s of t h e t e c h ni q u es us e d b y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s t h at w e nt 
o n t o b e p u blis h e d a n d r el e a s e d t o r e a d er s. A d diti o n all y, b y 1 8 5 9, lit er ar y att e nti o n w as 
alr e a d y m o vi n g m or e h e a vil y t o w ar d sl a v e n arr ati v es a n d n o nfi cti o n a c c o u nt s. E v e n 
D o u gl a ss, Br o w n, W e b b, a n d D el a n y  b e g a n t o m o v e i nt o diff er e nt m et h o ds of 
i nfl u e n ci n g c h a n g e i n ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n lif e.  
O n e s h o ul d n ot e  t h at T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , Cl ot el,  T h e G ari es , a n d Bl a k e w er e 
p u blis h e d a m o n g s u c h n ot a bl e lit er ar y c o nt e m p or ari es as N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e, H er m a n 
M el vill e, W alt W hit m a n, H e nr y D a vi d T h or e a u, a n d H arri et B e e c h er St o w e. W hil e t h e 
w or ks of t h e af or e m e nti o n e d a ut h or s e x a mi n e is s u es a n d t h e m es s u c h as h y p o cris y a n d 
g uilt, d efi a n c e a n d d ut y, tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m a n d n at ur e, as w ell as t h e r e aliti es of sl a v er y, 
r es p e cti v el y, t h er e w as v er y littl e r o o m f or bl a c k fi cti o n writ er s t o a d dr ess iss u es r el e v a nt 
t o Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns of t h e ti m e, p arti c ul arl y at t h e h ei g ht of t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y i n 
t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h. Als o, e a c h Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  fi cti o n writ er i n t h e 1 8 5 0s e x e m plifi e d 
diff er e nt b a c k gr o u n ds a n d p er c e pti o ns of t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n e x p eri e n c e i n t h e 1 8 5 0s. 
N o n et h el e ss, e a c h of t h e w or ks f or m a n u a n c e d a n d oft e n u nif yi n g visi o n of t h e c o n diti o n 
of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns o n t h e c us p of fr e e d o m. S o m e a ut h or s ar e wi d el y k n o w n a n d 
hi g hl y r e g ar d e d, w hil e s o m e ar e l ar g el y u n e x a mi n e d w h e n e v al u ati n g t h e ni n et e e nt h -
c e nt ur y l it er ar y m o v e m e nt of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m. 
 Ulti m at el y, t his diss ert ati o n  e x a mi n es h o w t h e fir st f o ur bl a c k fi cti o n writ er s wit h 
p u blis h e d w or ks fr o m 1 8 5 2 t o 1 8 5 9 utili z e d v ari o u s c h ar a ct eristi c s of A m eri c a n 
R o m a nti cis m, a n d i n s o m e c a s es, c h all e n g e d n oti o n s of R o m a nti cis m i n or d er t o g ai n 
cr e d e n c e a n d i nfl u e n c e a m o n g a l ar g er a u di e n c e a n d t o est a blis h a n ot h er m et h o d t o 
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a d v o c at e f or t h e i m pr o v e m e nt of t h e c o n diti o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n ni n et e e nt h -
c e nt ur y A m eri c a. As t h e Ci vil W ar er u pt e d a n d s u bs e q u e ntl y dr e w t o a cl o s e, A m eri c a n 
a u di e n c es s o u g ht o ut t h e s or di d a c c o u nt s of sl a v er y i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h. H o w e v er, o n e 
s h o ul d n ot dis cr e dit t h e c o ntri b uti o ns of t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n  fi cti o n writ er s ( s o m e of 
A m eri c a’s fir st fi cti o n writ er s) i n t h eir att e m pt s t o us e t h e lit er ar y p ar a di g ms of t h eir ti m e 
t o e v o k e p o siti v e c h a n g e f or Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns w hil e i n t h e c o nfi n e s of a c o nsist e ntl y 
o p pr essi v e, dis mis si v e, a n d l ar g el y u nr es p o nsi v e n et w or k of w hit e writ er s, s c h ol ar s, 
a c a d e mi cs, a n d r e a d er s.  
 
T h e H er oi c Sl a v e/ D o u gl ass B a c k gr o u n d  
Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss li v e d fr o m F e br u ar y 1 8 1 8 t o F e br u ar y 1 8 9 5. At 3 5 y e ar s of 
a g e, D o u gl ass w o ul d s e e his fir st a n d o nl y n o v ell a, T h e H er oi c Sl a v e,  c o m e t o b e 
c o nsi d er e d t h e fir st pi e c e of p u blis h e d pr o s e fi cti o n b y a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n. H o w e v er, 
b ef or e e x a mi ni n g t h e w or k it s elf, o n e m ust c o nsi d er t h e p oliti c al, s o ci al, a n d c ult ur al 
i m pli c ati o ns of 1 8 5 2, t h e y e ar t h at T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  w as writt e n. Ot h er b o o ks p u blis h e d 
i n 1 8 5 2 i n cl u d e H arri et B e e c h er St o w e’s U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n . T w o y e ar s pri or t o t h e 
p u bli c ati o n of T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e p u blis h e d o n e of his m o st s e mi n al 
w or ks, T h e S c arl et L ett er,  i n 1 8 5 0. H er m a n M el vill e’s M o b y Di c k  w as writt e n j u st o n e 
y e ar aft er t h e p u bli c ati o n of T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . W hil e t h e c o nt e m p or ar y n o v elist s of 
D o u gl a ss’s d a y cl e arl y as cri b e d t o t h e t h e m es a n d pr e c e pt s of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m, 
t h e lit er ar y w or ks pr o d u c e d i n or d er t o bri n g a n e n d t o t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y w er e 
writt e n oft e n wit h biti n g r e alis m. U n cl e T o m’ s  C a bi n  att e m pt e d t o ill ustr at e a f e w of t h e 
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h orr or s of sl a v er y i n s u c h a w a y t h at it w o ul d p er s u a d e t h o s e w h o w er e s u p p orti v e or 
a m bi v al e nt a b o ut t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y t o c h a n g e. H o w e v er, si n c e t h e 1 8 8 0s, s c h ol ar s 
oft e n h a v e p ortr a y e d t h e w or ks of H ar ri et B e e c h er St o w e cl e arl y i n t h e r e al m of 
A m eri c a n R e alis m. N e v ert h el es s, w h er e as D o u gl a ss’s T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  is still a n 
a b oliti o nist n o v ell a of hist ori c al fi cti o n, it still a d o pt s v ari o us t e n et s of A m eri c a n 
R o m a nti cis m i n or d er t o m a k e it s v ari o us p oi nt s of s o ci al c o m m e nt ar y a b o ut t h e 
i nstit uti o n of c h att el sl a v er y i n A m eri c a.  
I nt er esti n gl y, b e c a u s e T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  w as p u blis h e d d uri n g t h e s a m e y e ar as 
St o w e’s U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n , si x pr o-sl a v er y or “ A nti -T o m ”  n o v els w er e p u blis h e d i n 
1 8 5 2 i n r es p o ns e. E a c h n o v el’ s s ol e p ur p o s e w as t o d e b u n k t h e “ m es s a g e s ”  c o n v e y e d i n 
U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n  a n d t o pr o m ot e t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h. As 
s u c h, it is p o ssi bl e t h at t h e ti mi n g of D o u gl ass’ s n o v el c o ul d h a v e w or k e d a g ai nst 
D o u gl a ss or t o his b e n efit. T h e p u blis hi n g of U n cl e T o m’ s C a bi n  d uri n g t h e s a m e y e ar 
m a y h a v e d efl e ct e d a n y a d diti o n al b a c kl as h t h at h e m a y h a v e r e c ei v e d r e g ar di n g T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e . C o n v er s el y, St o w e’s a c c o u nt of sl a v er y i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h m a y h a v e 
b e e n s o p er s u asi v e t h at i t m a y h a v e pr e v e nt e d ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y a u di e n c es fr o m 
dis c o v eri n g a n d f urt h er a d v o c ati n g f or T h e H er oi c Sl a v e .  
As s u c h, D o u gl as s utili z e s a v ari et y of t e n et s, t h e m es, or s y m b ols t o ali g n wit h t h e 
n arr ati v e fi cti o n of t h e ti m e. T h e m o v e m e nt of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m w as s pri n kl e d 
t hr o u g h o ut lif e a n d t h e ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y vi e w of t h e w orl d. D o u gl a ss w a s t h e fir st 
p u blis h e d a ut h or t o us e writt e n pr o s e fi cti o n as a p er s u asi v e w e a p o n i n a l a n d j u xt a p o s e d 
b et w e e n r eli gi o n, m ysti cis m, tr a diti o n, a n d f ol kl or e, al o n g wit h p o p ul ati o ns of st ol e n 
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p e o pl e stri vi n g t o b e fr e e i n a c o m pl e x a n d i ntri c at e s yst e m c o m pl et el y d esi g n e d t o 
s u bj u g at e t h e m. It w as d uri n g t his er a t h at r e a d er s r e a d a b o ut t h e si ns of t h eir f or ef at h er s 
a n d t h eir o v er z e al o u s, oft e n t yr a n ni c al p urit a n w a ys i n T h e S c arl et L ett er . It w as als o a 
ti m e w h e n p e o pl e a g gr a n di z e d a n d r o m a nti ci z e d t h e w orl d ar o u n d t h e m, as if lif e w er e 
s e e n t hr o u g h a filt er of a w e, f e ar, a n d b e a ut y. T h e f or est s w er e p er c ei v e d as d ar k a n d 
gl o o m y a n d w hil e m a n oft e n s o u g ht t o c o n q u e r a n d “ f or c e”  all of n at ur e t o “ s u b mit ” , t h e y 
w er e als o i n a w e a n d oft e n ti m es f e ar of it. T h e f e ar of n at ur e a n d t h e u n k n o w n als o 
c orr el at e d t o t h e ir o ni c all y f e arf ul r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n sl a v e, m ast er, a n d t h e e ntir e of 
i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y i n t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y A m eri c a n S o ut h. H o w e v er, i n t er ms of 
s h e er att e nti o n a n d r e a d er s hi p, o v er t h e c o ur s e of t h e d e c a d e, n o v els li k e M o b y Di c k , 
c a pti vit y n arr ati v e s, a n d st ori e s of c o w b o ys a n d I n di a ns w er e i n c o m p etiti o n wit h sl a v e 
n arr ati v es t h at d et ail e d t h e h orr or s of t h e “ p e c uli ar i nstit uti o n ” . M a n y of t h es e st ori es 
w er e pr o p a g a n di z e d, h e a vil y e m b ellis h e d, a n d b ast ar di z e d, s o gr e at c ar e w as pl a c e d i nt o 
c ertif yi n g t h e a ut h e nti cit y of t h es e w or ks, w hi c h gr e w t o it s o w n g e nr e i n of it s elf. M or e 
s o f o c usi n g o n f a ct u al e vi d e n c e a n d t h e m o st a ut h e nti c a c c o u nt, sl a v e n arr ati v es oft e n 
l o s e t h e m yst er y, i ntri g u e, c h ar a ct er d e v el o p m e nt, a n d o v er all m or al or s o ci al m e ss a g e 
b e hi n d t h e st ori e s t h at m a n y w or ks of fi cti o n c o nt ai n. It is wit hi n t h e s e c o nfi n e s t h at 
D o u gl a ss c o m p o s es T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . 
At v ari o us i nt er v als t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v e ll a, D o u gl ass i ntr o d u c es a E ur o p e a n-
A m eri c a n  n arr at or at ti m es w h e n g e n er al p u bli c s e nti m e nt w o ul d fi n d it diffi c ult y wit h 
r e a di n g t h e a ct s of sl a v e r e v olt wit h o ut i nfl a m e d e m oti o ns. L e vi n e writ es, “ D o u gl as s 
t o n es d o w n t h e vi ol e n c e of t h e sl a v e r e b elli o n b y h a vi n g t h e r e v olt o n t h e Cr e ol e n arr at e d 
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b y a w hit e s ail or, w h o n ot o nl y r e m ai ns p a ss e d o ut d uri n g m o st of it b ut als o t wi c e h as 
his lif e s a v e d fr o m v e n g ef ul sl a v e s b y W as hi n gt o n's i nt er v e n ti o n”  ( L e vi n e 8 3). T h es e 
s a m e c o nt e m p or ar y w hit e r e a d er s w o ul d pr o b a bl y als o a d mir e t h e D o u gl a ss’s p ortr a y al 
of List w ell, t h e w hit e O hi o a n w h o, u n d er t h e i nfl u e n c e of W as hi n gt o n's o p e ni n g 
s olil o q u y, e m br a c e s a b oliti o nis m a n d c o m es t o pl a y a k e y r ol e i n t h e  n o v ell a ( 8 3). T his is 
j ust o n e of t h e s u btl e str at e gi e s t h at D o u gl as s us es t o p er s u a d e t h e r e a d er.  
S c h ol ar, R o b ert B. St e pt o writ es t h at i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , D o u gl a ss is “ n o l o n g er 
b o u n d b y t h e str aitj a c k et of hist or y a n d t h e s a n ctit y of t h e ‘ br ut al f a ct s’”  ( Wils o n 4 5 4). I n 
“ T h e N o v eli z ati o n of V oi c e i n E arl y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n N arr ati v e ” , A n dr e w s ar g u es, 
o p e n e d t h e c ult ur e of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n l ett er s s o t h at it w as n o l o n g er b o u n d b y 
hist ori c al f a ct, t h er e b y all o wi n g f or t h e f ull er e m er g e n c e of a bl a c k  lit er ar y i m a gi n ati o n 
( 4 5 4).  
T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  a n d D o u gl a ss's n o w f a m o us s p e e c h of a y e ar e arli er, “ W h at t o 
t h e Sl a v e I s t h e F o urt h of J ul y ?”  m ar k e d his e arl y att e m pt at a pr oj e ct t h at mi g ht b e c all e d 
t h e hist ori c al dis c o ur s e. “ His fi cti o n a n d his c orr es p o n di n g s p e e c h es oft e n w or k e d h a n d 
i n h a n d. His st or y w a s a n e x p a n d e d v er si o n of t h e a c c o u nt h e h a d oft e n gi v e n o n t h e 
l e ct ur e cir c uit s h ortl y aft er t h e p u bli c ati o n of his N arr ati v e of t h e Lif e of Fr e d eri c k 
D o u gl a ss i n 1 8 4 5 ”  ( Wils o n 4 5 4).  
Wils o n als o hi g hli g ht s h o w D o u gl a ss us e s t h e s a m e str at e gi es utili z e d i n T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e  i n his s p e e c h, “ W h at t o t h e Sl a v e I s t h e F o urt h of J ul y ? ” , w hi c h ar e  t o 
“ i nt ert wi n e e m a n ci p ati o n wit h t h e pr es er v ati o n of d e m o cr a c y a n i nt er-c o n n e cti o n t h at is 
ill u mi n at e d w h e n o n e c o nsi d er s t h e st ylisti c a n d t h e m ati c c o nti n uiti es b et w e e n t h e s p e e c h 
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a n d T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . B ut D o u gl as s m ust b e s el e cti v e a b o ut w hi c h el e m e nt s of t h e 
n ati o n's c ult ur al m yt h ol o g y h e cl ai ms ”  ( 4 5 6). H e a d ds t h at D o u gl ass w a nt s t o s u g g est t h at 
sl a v er y is i n c o nsist e nt wit h t h e v al u e s a n d b eli efs of t h e n ati o n, b ut it s pr es e n c e i n t h e 
A m eri c a s f or c e nt uri es h ar dl y m a k e s s u c h a st at e m e nt pl a usi bl e. D o u gl a ss a p p e als f or t h e 
a b oliti o n of sl a v er y b y st ati n g  t h at t h e i nstit uti o n is c o m pl et el y c o ntr ar y t o t h e n ati o n's 
i d e ali z e d pri n ci pl es as t h e y ar e pr o p o s e d i n t h e D e cl ar ati o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e. D o u gl a ss 
c o n d e m n e d c ert ai n l a ws, s u c h as t h e F u giti v e Sl a v e L a w, b ut h e w as n ot a bl e t o att a c k t h e 
e ntir e l e g al a n d p oliti c al i nfr a str u ct ur e of t h e n ati o n as it w as o utli n e d i n t h e C o nstit uti o n. 
As s u c h, M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n's s p e e c h i n t h e w o o ds e c h o es “ W h at t o t h e Sl a v e I s t h e 
F o urt h of J ul y ? ”  Wils o n a d ds, “ B ot h a ut h or a n d pr ot a g o nist l a y cl ai m t o t h e r h et ori c of 
writt e n  d o c u m e nt s i n a r e d o u bl e d eff ort t o c o nt e xt u ali z e T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  as a pi e c e of 
n ati o n al lit er at ur e a n d t o e n d o w t h e pr ot a g o nist wit h s u bj e ct h o o d a n d citi z e ns hi p ”  ( 4 5 6). 
T h o u g h W a s hi n gt o n’s s p e e c h m a y a p p e ar e x c essi v el y gr a n di o s e, h e r eli e s o n t h e 
c o n v e nt i o n al i m a g es a n d tr o p es of t h e n ati o n i n his e v er y d a y w or ds. “ His s olil o q u y i n t h e 
Vir gi ni a n w o o ds, f or e x a m pl e, is l es s e m bl e m ati c of a p er s o n m u si n g i n n at ur e t h a n it is 
of t h e p atri ot pr o s el yti zi n g ”  (Wils o n 4 5 6).  A n ot h er p oi nt t h at D o u gl a ss h as t o c o nsi d er is 
t h e lit er a c y of t h e A m eri c a n p e o pl e. H o w e v er, lit er a c y c o ul d “ n ot b e us e d as a 
q u alifi c ati o n f or citi z e ns hi p i n a nt e b ell u m A m eri c a, w h er e a si g nifi c a nt p er c e nt a g e of t h e 
p o p ul ati o n w as illit er at e ( Wils o n 4 6 3). B ut D o u gl a ss p ortr a ys his pr ot a g o nist’s r h et ori c al 
i nsi g ht a n d e x p ertis e wit h e m b ellis h m e nt s t h at oft e n a p pr o xi m at e h y p er b ol e.  
A n a d diti o n al m e ss a g e t h at D o u gl ass i n cl u d e s i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , is t h e 
c o n d o ni n g a n d p arti ci p ati o n i n a sl a v e r e v olt. E v e n w h e n w hit e writ er s s u c h as H er m a n 
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M el vill e  dis c u ss t h e o c c urr e n c e of sl a v e r e b elli o ns, L o c k ar g u es t h at M el vill e is, “ i n f a ct, 
m a ki n g t h e s a m e p oi nt s as D o u gl a ss a b o ut s u c h r e b elli o ns, t hr o u g h t h e s u btl e us e of 
p ar a d o x as t h e k e y r h et ori c al str at e g y, a n d m or e g e n er all y t h at t his tr o p e is br o a dl y 
c h ar a ct eristi c of t h e sl a v e -m uti n y n arr ati v e g e nr e a s a w h ol e, pr o vi di n g a us ef ul a p pr o a c h 
f or st u d yi n g all s u c h t e xt s”  ( L o c k 5 5). As s u c h, T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  b e c o m e s a n i m p erf e ct 
all e g or y, n ot b e c a us e it f ails t o l o c at e W as hi n gt o n as a p arti c ul ar r e gist er i n  t h e lit er ar y 
pr e ci n ct s of t h e A m eri c a n hist ori c al r o m a n c e, b ut b e c a us e it c a n o nl y n o mi n all y 
a p pr o xi m at e t h e is s u e of c ol o ni al a n d p o st c ol o ni al a n xi et y ( Wils o n 4 6 6). Criti c, Krist a 
W alt er, writ es t h at D o u gl a ss “ eli mi n at es t h e c o m pl e xit y a n d c o ntr a di cti o n fr o m t his 
p ot e nti all y i n c e n di ar y st or y, r e c o nstr u cti n g it i nst e a d as a n u n pr o bl e m ati c a n d f ar l e ss 
t hr e at e ni n g b a c k dr o p f or t h e dr a m a -- a si m pl er visi o n of a n A m eri c a n r e v ol uti o n f o u g ht 
s ol el y o n t h e p ur est of pri n ci pl e s ”  ( W alt er 2 3 8). B y d oi n g t his, D o u gl a ss e n ds u p 
p ortr a yi n g t h e a b oliti o nist c a us e n ot o nl y a s a l e giti m at e li b er ati o n m o v e m e nt t h at is 
gr o u n d e d i n a v ali d criti q u e of p oliti c al e c o n o m y or a n a d e pt a n al ysis of hist or y, b ut als o 
as a n u n q u esti o n a bl y h er oi c a n d n o bl e c a us e w ort h y of “ e v er y tr u e -bl o o d e d A m eri c a n's 
p assi o n at e c o m mit m e nt ”  ( W alt er 2 3 8). I n t h e n o v el, D o u gl a ss ai ms t o a c hi e v e t his 
c o m mit m e nt t hr o u g h a pr o vi d e nti al n arr ati v e f a mili ar t o r e a d er s of A m eri c a n hist or y 
( 2 3 8). 
I n all, D o u gl a ss is l a u d e d f or, at t h e v er y l e a st, e x p eri m e nti n g wit h l a n g u a g e, 
n arr ati v e f or m, a n d p u bli c or at or y a cr o ss his lif e a n d w or ks. It is t h at “ e x p eri m e nt ati o n 
wit h lit er ar y a n d p h ot o gr a p hi c i m a g e s t h at v o u c hs af es his d et er mi n ati o n t o c o urt 
' c o ntr a di cti o n' a n d 'i n c o nsist e n c y.' wit h r es p e ct t o his v ari o us w a ys of r e pr es e nti n g 
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hi ms elf, w h et h er i n writi n g s, s p e e c h es, or p h ot o gr a p h y ”  ( L e vi n e 4 9 8). Wit h T h e H er oi c 
Sl a v e , D o u gl a ss w or ks wit h a n d a g ai nst a “ m o n olit hi c a n d e x cl usi o n ar y m o d el of bl a c k 
m al e h er ois m ”  ( 4 9 8). I n ess e n c e, D o u gl as s’ s e x p eri m e nt al a p pr o a c h es ar e a ct s of bl a c k 
s elf-r e pr es e nt ati o n. 
 
Cl ot el/ B r o w n B a c k gr o u n d  
I n 1 8 5 3, t h e F u giti v e Sl a v e L a w s w er e h otl y d e b at e d i n all l e v els of p oliti c al a n d 
s o ci al dis c o ur s e. H o w e v er, e v e n t h o u g h t h e pr a cti c e of sl a v er y c o nti n u e d, t h er e w er e als o 
n ot a bl e gr o u ps of p e o pl e, e v e n i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h, w h o w er e k e e nl y a w ar e of t h e 
t err or t h at t h e y w er e p er p et u ati n g u p o n Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns. H o w e v er, m a n y E ur o p e a n -
A m eri c a s r es ol v e d t o c o nti n u e t h es e d e v ast ati n g pr a cti c es, m ai nl y b e c a us e t h e y w er e 
p er p et u all y c o n d o n e d b y t h e m o st w e alt h y, r es p e ct a bl e, a n d s u p p o s e dl y m or all y 
u pst a n di n g p e o pl e/l e a d er s i n t h eir c o m m u niti e s. T h e r e p ut ati o ns of pr o mi n e nt sl a v e 
o w n er s w er e s o gr e at t h at a n y o n e w h o w o ul d t hi n k t o pr ot e ct t h e s yst e m w o ul d c o m e t o 
b eli e v e t h at sl a v er y c a n n ot b e t h at b a d if t h eir o w n n ei g h b or s, p ar e nt s, d o ct or s, l a w y er s, 
j u d g e s, a n d pr e a c h er s c o n d o n e it. T his is es p e ci all y tr u e wit h r e g ar d t o t h e p o siti o n of t h e 
Pr esi d e n c y of t h e U nit e d St at es. It is w ell d o c u m e nt e d t h at m a n y of t h e f o u n di n g f at h er s 
of t h e A m eri c a n g o v er n m e nt a n d p oliti c al s yst e m w er e, i n f a ct, sl a v e -o w n er s. H o w e v er, 
t h er e w er e s o m e w h o s p o k e m o st el o q u e ntl y, t h o u g htf ull y, a n d p er s u a si v el y r e g ar di n g 
m a n’s ri g ht t o fr e e d o m a n d li b ert y, w hil e at t h e s a m e ti m e, o w ni n g a n d  usi n g sl a v e s n ot 
o nl y as l a b or, b ut als o as c o n c u bi n e s. I n Willi a m W ell Br o w n 1 8 5 3 n o v el, Cl ot el, or t h e 
Pr e si d e nt' s D a u g ht er , Br o w n r e v e als t h at A m eri c a’s t hir d pr esi d e nt, T h o m a s J eff er s o n, 
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h a d a n ill e giti m at e d a u g ht er wit h his “ m ul att o ”  sl a v e mistr es s ( n a m e d “ C urr er ”  i n t h e 
n o v el). Li k e D o u gl as s, Br o w n s e e ks a n i nt er n ati o n al a u di e n c e. T h e ar g u m e nt m a d e i n t h e 
n o v el is t h at A m eri c a will l o o k li k e a n u n ci vili z e d n ati o n i n r el ati o n t o t h e r est of t h e 
w orl d b e c a us e of it s c o n d o ni n g of sl a v er y. Ulti m at el y, Br o w n ar g u e d t h at t h e tr u e fri e n d 
of t h e sl a v e w o ul d h el p t o st o p it s pr a cti c e.  
Br o w n w as li k el y a w ar e of t h e p oliti c al a n d s o ci al c o nt e xt of t h e ti m e. At t h e st art 
of t h e n o v el, h e e x pli citl y st at es t h at t h e b o o k is b y a f u giti v e sl a v e. T h e n g o es o n t o o p e n 
t h e n o v el wit h a s h ort e n e d v er si o n of his o w n n arr ati v e e ntitl e d, “ N arr ati v e of t h e Lif e 
a n d E s c a p e of Willi a m W ell Br o w n. ”  H o w e v er, h e pr es e nt s t his a c c o u nt usi n g t hir d -
p er s o n n arr ati o n. I n a d diti o n, h e still m e nti o ns t h at Cl ot el  is t h e n arr ati v e of a sl a v e’s lif e 
a n d a n i m a g e of w h at lif e w a s li k e i n t h e U nit e d St at es of A m eri c a.  H o w e v er, h e st at es 
t h at t h e m att er m u st b e a d dr ess e d i n “ hi g h er cir cl e s ” , h e n c e t h e n o v elisti c f or m of t h e 
w or k ( Br o w n 4 ). Br o w n k n e w t h at a m or e e d u c at e d a n d oft e n ci vi c all y a n d p oliti c all y 
a cti v e cl a ss of p e o pl e h a d t h e l u x ur y of b ei n g a bl e t o a c q uir e a n d r e a d n o v els i n t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. T h er ef or e, c o nsi d eri n g t h at A m eri c a n a u di e n c e s w o ul d b e h o stil e t o 
t h e i nf or m ati o n t h at t h e n o v el pr es e nt s a b o ut h o w t h e d estr u cti v e eff e ct s of sl a v er y r e a c h 
e v e n i nt o t h e W hit e H o us e, Br o w n a p p e als t o a Britis h a u di e n c e w h o b y t his ti m e h a d 
alr e a d y a b olis h e d sl a v er y. H e writ es, “ S o m e A m eri c a n writ er s h a v e tri e d t o m a k e t h e 
w orl d b eli e v e t h at t h e c o n diti o n of t h e l a b o uri n g cl ass e s of E n gl a n d is as b a d as t h e sl a v es 
of t h e U nit e d St at es ”  ( Br o w n 1 2 2).  T his is a b eli ef t h at w as hi g hl y t o ut e d i n t h e 1 8 5 0s b y 
pr o sl a v er y s u p p ort er s. I n f a ct, i n t h e s a m e y e ar Cl ot el w as p u blis h e d, a b o o k e ntitl e d, T h e 
W hit e Sl a v es of E n gl a n d, C o m pil e d f r o m Offi ci al D o c u m e nts. Wit h T w el v e S pirit e d 
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Ill ust r ati o ns w as p u blis h e d b y J o h n C. C o b d e n t h at m a d e t h e ar g u m e nt t h at A m eri c a n 
c h att el sl a v er y w as o n p ar wit h t h e c o n diti o ns of w or ki n g -cl a ss  E ur o p e a ns. T his is 
a n ot h er e x a m pl e of h o w w hil e c o nti n ui n g t h e pl ot of t h e n arr ati v e, Br o w n fi n d s m o m e nt s 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e n arr ati v e t o m a k e a p oi nt a b o ut t h e pr a cti c e of sl a v er y as w h ol e”  ( Br o w n 
1 2 2).  
I n t h e m o nt h pr e c e di n g t h e Ci vil W ar, Br o w n s eri ali z e d t h e n o v el i n a n Afri c a n-
A m eri c a n n e ws p a p er, T h e W e e kl y A n gl o -Af ri c a n , u n d er a diff er e nt titl e, Mir al d a; or T h e 
B e a utif ul Q u a dr o o n. A R o m a n c e of A m eri c a n Sl a v er y, F o u n d e d o n F a ct . T h e b o o k als o 
a p p e ar e d i n J a m es R e d p at h’ s s eri es of B o o ks f or t h e C a m pfir es, wit h t h e i nt e nti o n f or 
t h e m t o b e r e a d al o u d, si mil ar t o t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y fir e si d e p o et s. I n l at er e diti o ns, 
h e r e m o v es all r ef er e n c es t o T h o m as J e ff er s o n a n d m a k es hi m a n u n k n o w n s e n at or. ( F a bi 
x xii). T h e t hir d v er si o n, p u blis h e d i n J u n e 1 8 6 7 ( aft er t h e Ci vil W ar), e n ds wit h Cl ot el 
r et ur ni n g fr o m Fr a n c e t o fi g ht i n t h e Ci vil W ar. T h es e o v ert c h an g e s ar e e v e n m a d e i n t h e 
titl e of e a c h of t h e s u bs e q u e nt w or ks. I n t h e ori gi n al, 1 8 5 3 Cl ot el , t h e titl e c h ar a ct er is t h e 
d a u g ht er of T h o m a s J eff er s o n. I n t h e 1 8 6 1 v er si o n, h er n a m e is c h a n g e d t o Mir al d a, a n d 
s h e is t h e n d es cri b e d as “ a d es c e n d e nt of T h o m as J eff er s o n ” . B y t h e 1 8 6 4, “ Cl o t ell e”  is 
si m pl y “ t h e gr a n d d a u g ht er of a n A m eri c a n S e n at or,”  di mi nis hi n g t h e e arli er v er si o n's 
m or e p oi nt e d p oliti c al criti q u e of t h e f o u n d ati o n al r ol e of sl a v er y i n t h e U nit e d St at es.  
S o m e criti c s h a v e ar g u e d t h at wit h e a c h r e visi o n, Cl ot el b e c o m e s m or e 
c o n v e nti o n all y n o v elisti c. Criti c, L ar a C o h e n, p oi nt s o ut i n t h e t e xt u al a n n ot ati o ns, t h e 
s u btitl e's s hift fr o m A N arr ati v e of Sl a v e Lif e i n t h e U nit e d St at es  ( 1 8 5 3) t o A R o m a n c e of 
S o ut h er n Sl a v er y, F o u n d e d o n F a ct  ( 1 8 6 1), t o A T al e of t h e S o ut h er n St at es  ( 1 8 6 4) is 
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t elli n g E a c h s u btitl e ass o ci at es t h e n o v el wit h a diff er e nt g e nr e: “ N arr ati v e ”  li n ks it t o t h e 
v erisi milit u d e of t h e sl a v e n arr ati v e; “ R o m a n c e ”  i m pli es a “ m or e i m a gi n ati v e c o nstr u ct ” ; 
a n d “ T al e ”  “ f alls s o m e w h er e i n b et w e e n”  ( C o h e n 7 4 9). 
B y t h e r el e as e of t h e 1 8 6 7 v er si o n of t h e n o v el, Br o w n off er s a f ull er pi ct ur e of 
t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y, w h er e as t h e e arli er v er si o ns ar e ar g u a bl y a s m u c h a b o ut t h e 
er a's n u m er o us r e pr es e nt ati o ns of sl a v er y as t h e y ar e a b o ut sl a v er y it s elf. C o h e n ar g u es 
f or a r e a di n g t h at c o nsi d er s t h e v ari o us r e n diti o ns of t h e n o v el a s “ a n e v ol vi n g w h ol e ”  
( 7 5 0). Cl ot el ulti m at el y s er v e d as t h e j u xt a p o siti o n b et w e e n t h e sl a v e n arr ati v e a n d  t h e 
“ m ul att o n o v el ” . 
S c h ol ar a n d lit er ar y criti c, M. Gi uli a F a bi, cl ai ms t h e diff er e n c e s b et w e e n t his 
j u xt a p o siti o n of g e nr es is als o st ylisti c. “ T h e st or y of t h e p ass er s is c ast wit hi n t h e 
c o n v e nti o ns of m el o dr a m ati c r o m a nti c fi cti o n, w h er e as t h e m al e c o m m u n al pl ot is 
c h ar a ct eri z e d b y “ s e ns ati o n alisti c r e alis m”  ( 3 6 4). Br o w n e m pl o ys, i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h 
e a c h ot h er, m a n y of t h e st ylist i c tr ait s of E ur o p e a n lit er ar y Ro m a nti cis m a n d tr ait s of 
ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y A m eri c a n r e alis m. “ T hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el, Br o w n is c o ns ci o u s of his 
us e  of l a n g u a g e f or t h e p ur p o s e of v ali d ati o n a n d a ut h e nti c ati o n ”  ( F a bi 4 6 2). 
A ntisl a v er y a ut h or s w er e f a c e d wit h t h e pr o bl e m of h o w t o tr a ns m ut e t h e 
u ns a v or y f a ct s  i nt o fi cti o n p al at a bl e e n o u g h t o attr a ct a n u ns y m p at h eti c a u di e n c e. “ It w as 
a n e nt er pris e fr a u g ht wit h c o ntr a di cti o ns: t h e c o n v e nti o ns of r o m a n c e m ust s er v e t o 
dis p el r e a d er s' r o m a nti c ill usi o ns a b o ut sl a v er y; a l a n g u a g e s h or n of u gl y d et ails m ust 
c o n v e y t h e vi ol e n c e of a fl o g gi n g t o a n a u di e n c e c o n vi n c e d t h at a b oliti o nist s e x a g g er at e d 
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t h e cr u elt y of sl a v er y. . . ”  (F a bi 6 5 2 ). Br o w n's r e visi o ns of Cl ot el r e v e al his c h a n gi n g 
str at e gi e s t o gr a p pl e wit h t h es e c o ntr a di cti o ns.  
Br o w n is als o cr e dit e d wit h b ei n g t h e fir st t o hi g hli g ht t h e v ari o us r a ci al 
str atifi c ati o n a m o n g st Afri c a n-A m eri c a n p e o pl e. Br o w n writ es, “ T h e n e ar er t h e N e gr o of 
m ul att o a p pr o a c h es t o t h e w hit e, t h e m or e h e s e e ms t o f e el his s u p eri orit y o v er t h o s e of a 
d ar k er h u e. ”  S a m … w a s t h e bl a c k e st of his r a c e. T his w a s e vi d e ntl y r e g ar d e d as a gr e at 
misf ort u n e ”  ( 1 0 6). It is b e c a us e of t h es e n u a n c e s, m a n y r e a d er s i n A m eri c a a n d a br o a d 
l e ar n e d of t h e s p e cifi c s c aff ol di n g of c h all e n g e s t h at Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns, es p e ci all y of 
mi x e d r a c e f a c e d.  
 
T h e G ari es/ W e b b B a c k gr o u n d  
 I n t h e pr ef a c e of T h e G ari es a n d t h eir Fri e n ds , W e b b e x pl ai ns t h at w hil e t h e st or y 
will dis c us s a r efl e cti v e bl a c k arist o cr a c y, h e als o e x pli citl y st at es t h at T h e G ari es  is 
“ fr a n kl y a b oliti o nist a n d s e nti m e nt al”  (R ei d -P h arr x vi). Als o, li k e wit h Cl ot el , h e als o 
e x pli citl y st at es t h at r a c e -mi xi n g a n d m is c e g e n ati o n is a pri m ar y t o pi c i n t h e n o v el as 
w ell. T h es e si mil ariti es fr o m t w o t o t hr e e diff er e nt bl a c k ni n et e e nt h writ er s w o ul d l e a d 
t h e r e a d er t o b eli e v e t h at t his w as a p er v a si v e a n d wi d e s pr e a d is s u e t h at m a n y w o m e n 
a n d m e n f a c e d i n t h e a nt e b ell u m s o ut h a n d m o st p art s of t h e i n d u stri ali z e d n ort h.  
T h e G ari es f o c us es o n Bl a c k D o m e sti cit y a n d t h e dr ai ni n g t e di u m a n d t e nsi o n of 
lif e a s a h o us e s er v a nt, oft e n of mi x e d r a c e, a n d m a n y ti m e s, t h e off-s pri n g of t h eir 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n m ast er s. W e b b s u g g est s t h at, at l e ast f or t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n, “ t h e 
d o m e sti c s p h er e r e pr es e nt e d a s ort of gr o u n d z er o i n t h e str u g gl e f or b ot h t h e li b er ati o n of 
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t h e sl a v e s a n d t h e j u st tr e at m e nt of fr e e bl a c k p o p ul ati o n”  (i x). I n m a n y w a ys, W e b b 
pr es e nt s t h e d o m esti c s p h er e as t h e c e nt er of bl a c k p oliti c al lif e. H e r ej e ct e d 
i nt err a ci alis m i n f a v or of i nt e gr ati o nis m, a st a n c e i n w hi c h t h e c ult ur al si mil arit y of all 
A m eri c a n p e o pl e is i nsist e d u p o n w hil e r a ci al disti n cti v e n e ss is m ai nt ai n e d. I n t h e 
pr ef a c e of T h e G ari es , H arri et B ee c h er St o w e ill ustr at es t h e di c h ot o m y a n d li n k e d 
o p pr essi o n of t h e s o ut h er n sl a v e a n d t h e fr e e bl a c k A m eri c a n. St o w e cl ai ms t h at T h e 
G ari es is “ fr a n kl y a b oliti o nist a n d s e nti m e nt al, b ut, at t h e s a m e ti m e, it is s o m e h o w 
diff er e nt, as it is p ortr a y e d t hr o u g h  t h e fi cti o n al l e ns of a bl a c k writ er wit h a p pli c a bl e 
i nfl u e n c es a n d e x p eri e n c e s t h at o nl y a bir a ci al Afri c a n-A m eri c a n p er s o n c a n c o n v e y. 
St o w e s u g g est s t h at t his bl a c k n es s is d e e p, i n e vit a bl e, p e n etr ati n g i nt o t h e v er y h e art of 
d o m e sti cit y, t h at s p a c e w h e r e t h e w orl d’s m a n y e vils cr u m bl e i n t h e f a c e of “ ri g ht 
f e eli n g.”  ( x vi) 
 E arl y i n t h e n o v el, t h e n arr at or e x pl ai ns t h at Mr. Wi nst o n h a s b e e n b or n a sl a v e 
a n d t h e n g o es i nt o a f e w k e y e x a m pl es of t h e s a v a g er y of sl a v er y.  It is p o ssi bl e t h at 
a b oliti o nist m ess a g es w er e m or e p al p a bl e t o E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a ns w h e n d eli v er e d i n s u c h 
a w a y t h at t h e vi cti ms ar e pr es e nt e d as mi d dl e -cl as s  p e o pl e si mil ar t o t h e ms el v e s. It w as 
t hr o u g h t h at f a mili arit y t h at w hit e A m eri c a w o ul d s u p p o s e dl y r e c o g ni z e t h e err or of 
sl a v er y. Criti c a n d s c h ol ar S a m u el Ott er writ es t h at T h e G ari es c h ar a ct eri z es t h e 
“ u ns ettl e d b o u n d ari e s b et w e e n fr e e d o m a n d sl a v er y ”  (K er k eri n g 2 5 3 ), w h et h er t h o s e 
st ori e s ar e b y Afri c a n-A m eri c a n or E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n writ er s. Ott er ar g u es, t h e n, f or 
t h e c e ntr alit y of Fr a n k J. W e b b’s n o v el T h e G ari e s a n d T h eir Fri e n ds  t o t his P hil a d el p hi a 
tr a diti o n, w hil e als o n oti n g t his w or k’s a bs e n c e fr o m b ot h t h e N ort o n A nt h ol o g y of 
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A m eri c a n Lit er at ur e a n d t h e N ort o n A nt h ol o g y of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n Lit er at ur e, a n 
o bs er v ati o n t h at u n d er s c or es t h e a ut o n o m y of a P hil a d el p hi a tr a diti o n i n w hi c h W e b b’s 
n o v el p l a ys a c e ntr al r ol e. H e n ot es t h at W e b b’s g o al w as n ot t o cr e at e a p ur e r o m a n c e, 
b ut t o us e el e m e nt s of r o m a n c e s of t h e er a n ot t o j u st cr e at e fi cti o n, b ut t o cr e at e fi cti o n 
s p e cifi c all y a b o ut t h e st ori e s of fr e e bl a c k p e o pl e i n A m eri c a. W e b b’s ori gi n al g o al w as 
t o cr e at e n arr ati v es t h at f o c us o n t h e i ntri c a ci es of Afri c a n-A m eri c a n lif e t h at t h e a v er a g e 
ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y r e a d er ( eit h er bl a c k or w hit e) h a d e v er r e ali z e d e xist e d. W h at bri n gs 
t h es e g e nr e s t o g et h er is n ot j ust t h e s h ar e d c o n c er n wit h w h at h e calls “ t h e P hil a d el p hi a 
s o ci al e x p eri m e nt ” , t h e a nt e b ell u m hist or y of fr e e Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns li vi n g al o n gsi d e 
w hit e s i n t h e cit y ( K er k eri n g 2 5 3 ). 
 W e b b’s m o st dir e ct att e m pt at p er s u asi o n d w ells o n r h et ori c al e x c e ss e s. As a 
r es ult, “ w e ar e al ert e d t o t h e p o ssi bilit y t h at w e m a y wis h t o r e a d e v e n m or e sl o wl y a n d 
l e ss tr a ns p ar e ntl y”  t h a n w e mi g ht if w e w er e tr e ati n g t h es e w or ks m er el y as 
str ai g htf or w ar d hist ori c al d o c u m e nt s ( K er k eri n g 2 5 3 ). S u c h n o v els off er e d “ c ult ur al 
d es cri pti o n as s y m b oli c r e pr es e nt ati o n , n ot tr a ns p ar e nt pr es e nt ati o n”  ( Ott er 7 2 8). 
A n al y zi n g t h e g a p, r e v e ali n g t h e d e e p er st or y b e n e at h t h e s urf a c e, t h es e n o v els w er e “ n ot 
tr a ns p ar e nt d o c u m e nt s”  gi vi n g a c c es s t o r a ci al a ut h e nti cit y or c o m m u n al pr a cti c e, b ut 
str at e gi c c o ntri b uti o ns t o d e b at es a b o ut g e n d er, r a c e, a n d citi z e ns hi p ( 7 2 9). N e v ert h el e ss, 
li k e Cl ot el , T h e G ari es  h as b e e n criti ci z e d f or n ot b ei n g as i n cl usi v e or r e pr es e nt ati v e i n 
r e g ar d t o t h e v oi c e of t h e w o m e n c h ar a ct er s. Ott er ar g u es t h at A m eri c a n n o v elist s w h o 
dis c uss a n d d el v e i nt o m att er s of cl as s, s e x, a n d r a ci al m att er s, oft e n r efl e ct o n t h e 
i nti m a ci es of c o nt e xt, g est ur e, a n d c o ns e q u e n c e”  ( 7 2 9). H e g o es o n t o s a y t h at t h e 
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“ s cr uti n y of t h es e w or ks, t h us aff e ct s t h e r e a d er s u n d er st a n di n g of t h e r el ati o ns hi p 
b et w e e n lit er at ur e a n d  p oliti c a s w ell as t o t est s t h e a u di e n c e s’ criti c al a ss u m pti o ns ”  
( 7 2 9). B y e x a mi ni n g T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n d s , t h e r e a d er fi n ds n ot f als e 
c o ns ci o us n e ss b ut n arr ati v es t h at i n di c at e a t e m p er e d h o p e f or s o ci al e q u alit y a n d a g e n c y.  
 T h e n o v el ori gi n all y  a p p e ar e d i n t w o disti n ct e diti o ns –  o n e wit h a n e x p e nsi v e 
st a m p e d a n d l ett er e d bl u e -cl ot h v ol u m e, a n d t h e ot h er, c h e a p er e diti o n, b o u n d i n t hi n 
y ell o w b o ar ds. T h e t w o e diti o ns s u g g est t h at R o utl e d g e, t h e n o v el’ s p u blis h er ass u m e d 
t h e b o o k w o ul d a p p e al t o m or e elit e a u di e n c e s as w ell as t o t h e c o m m o n, c as u al r e a d er. 
B ot h e diti o ns c o nt ai n e d t w o bri ef disti n ct a n d diff er e nt pr ef a c e s. O n e pr ef a c e w as b y 
L or d Br o u g h a m, w h o h a d b e e n i nstr u m e nt al i n p as si n g t h e Britis h Sl a v er y A b oliti o n A ct 
of 1 8 3 3. T h e pr ef a c e o f t h e s e c o n d v er si o n is b y H arri et B e e c h er St o w e, w h o h a d 
p u blis h e d U n cl e T o m's C a bi n fi v e y e ar s e arli er i n 1 8 5 2. T his is cl e arl y d o n e t o ali g n wit h 
t w o s e p ar at e a u di e n c e s w h o W e b b w a s tr yi n g t o r e a c h. T h o s e w h o f elt t h at E ur o p e 
c o nt ai n e d t h e e m b o di m e nt of  s o ci al a n d c ult ur al r efi n e m e nt a n d s o p histi c ati o n.  
 T h e G ari e s a n d T h eir Fri e n d s, w hi c h h a s als o b e e n criti ci z e d b y s e v er al m o d e m 
criti cs f or e v a di n g t h e s u bj e ct of sl a v er y, c a m e t o t h e p u bli c i n 1 8 5 7 wit h i m p e c c a bl e 
a b oliti o nist cr e d e nti als. T h e n o v el is  als o disti n ct i n t h at it is b a s e d i n P hil a d el p hi a, w hi c h 
sit s j u st a b o v e t h e M as o n-Di x o n Li n e. I n h er pr ef a c e, St o w e r e c o g ni z e s t h e a pt n ess of 
W e b b's P hil a d el p hi a s etti n g. Aft er r e p orti n g t h at “ t h e a ut h or is a c ol o ur e d y o u n g m a n, 
b or n a n d r e ar e d i n t h e cit y of P hil a d el p hi a ”  ( xi x), s h e m a k es cl e ar t o Britis h r e a d er s w h at 
“ P hil a d el p hi a ”  m e a ns: “ T his cit y, st a n di n g as it d o es o n t h e fr o nti er b et w e e n fr e e a n d 
sl a v e t errit or y, h a s a c c u m ul at e d n at ur all y a l ar g e p o p ul ati o n of t h e mi x e d a n d Afri c a n 
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r a c e”  ( x x). Sh e d es cri b e s t h e b or d er st at us of t h e cit y, t h at d efi n e d t h e e d g e b et w e e n 
sl a v er y a n d fr e e d o m, a n d t h at all u d e d t o t h e cit y's pr o mi n e nt a n d i nfl u e nti al r ol e i n 
dis p ut es a b o ut t h e c h ar a ct er of t h e n ati o n. I n T h e G ari es  pr ef a c e, St o w e e m p h a si z e s t h e 
c e nt er o f att e nti o n t h at P hil a d el p hi a's Afri c a n-A m eri c a n c o m m u nit y h a d b e c o m e. It w as a 
s o ci al e x p eri m e nt i n fr e e d o m e x p eri e n c e d o nl y b y P hil a d el p hi a’s a nt e b ell u m Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n c o m m u niti e s. “ I n t his cit y t h e y f or m a l ar g e cl as s -- h a v e i n cr e as e d i n n u m b er s, 
w e a lt h, a n d st a n di n g -- t h e y c o nstit ut e a p e c uli ar s o ci et y of t h eir o w n, pr es e nti n g m a n y 
s o ci al p e c uli ariti es w ort h y of i nt er est a n d att e nti o n ”  ( St o w e x vi x). T his is t h e w orl d t h at 
T h e G ari es  c o n v e ys a n d all o w s t h e r e a d er t o e x pl or e.  
 T hr o u g h o ut a nt e b ell u m A m eri c a, t h e w or d “ p e c uli ar ”  oft e n a p p e ar e d i n dis c o ur s e 
a b o ut r a c e, sl a v er y, pr o p ert y, a n d pri vil e g e, p arti c ul arl y i n r ef er e n c e t o P hil a d el p hi a a n d 
it s Afri c a n-A m eri c a n mi d dl e a n d hi g h er cl a ss e s t h at r esi d e d t h er ei n. A c c or di n g t o St o w e, 
t h e k e y q u esti o n s he p o s es is es s e nti all y, “ Ar e t h e r a c e at pr es e nt h el d as sl a v es c a p a bl e 
of fr e e d o m, s elf -g o v er n m e nt, a n d pr o gr ess ? ”  (xi x). Pr es u mi n g t h at W e b b's g o al w as t o 
s h o w t h at “ t h e n e gr o es p o ss ess i nt ell e ct n ot i nf eri or t o t h at of w hit e s, a n d t h at si mil ar 
c ulti v ati o n w o ul d r es ult i n e q u al i nt elli g e n c e, w hi c h is e vi d e n c e d b y t h e c o n diti o n of t h e 
c ol o ur e d p o p ul ati o n of P hil a d el p hi a, ”  t h e r e vi e w er f or t h e L o n d o n S u n d a y Ti m es 
c o n cl u d e d, i n S e pt e m b er 1 8 5 7, t h at “ Of t h e c a p a biliti es of t h e r a c e, t h e m a n n er i n w hi c h 
Mr. W e b b wi el ds his p e n s uffi ci e ntl y t estifi es ”  (Ott er 2). O n t h e ot h er h a n d, t h e r e vi e w er 
f or t h e L o n d o n At h e n a e u m, r e p orti n g i n O ct o b er 1 8 5 7 t h at T h e G ari es  w as “ i nt er e sti n g, 
a n d w ell writt e n, ”  e x pl ai n e d t h at t h es e q u aliti e s, a n d t h e s u c c e ss of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n 
P hil a d el p hi a, r es ult e d fr o m a n “ a d mi xt ur e of E ur o p e a n bl o o d ... s o t h at t h e q u esti o n 
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i nt e n d e d t o b e at o n c e r ais e d a n d a ns w er e d b y t his w or k-w h et h er sl a v es ar e c a p a bl e of 
s elf-g o v er n m e nt -is n ot f airl y st at e d”  ( Ott er 7 3 0).  
 W e b b p ur p o s el y c o nstri ct s t h e s c o p e of t h e n o v el, w hi c h f o c us e s o n “ fr e e”  p e o pl e 
a n d d o es n ot e q u at e “ bl a c k ”  wit h “ sl a v e” , a n d als o r e n d er s h y p ot h eti c al t h e Afri c a n-
A m eri c a n “ c a p a bilit y ”  t h at W e b b t a k es f or gr a nt e d. ( Ott er 7 3 1). I n T h e G ari es , W e b b 
alt er n at es  b et w e e n t h e S o ut h a n d t h e N ort h a n d t h e n c o n c e ntr at es o n P hil a d el p hi a. W e b b 
e x a mi n e s t h e p o st -i n d e p e n d e n c e pr o mis e t h at t h e dis ci pli n e a n d virt u e of fr e e Afri c a n-
A m eri c a ns w o ul d s e c ur e l e g al ri g ht s a n d e c o n o mi c s u c c ess. N e v ert h el es s, W e b b all u d es 
t o t w o i m p ort a nt vi ol ati o ns of t his pr o mis e. O n e vi ol ati o n w as t h e P e n ns yl v a ni a st at e 
c o nstit uti o n al r e visi o n of 1 8 3 8 t h at stri p p e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n m e n of t h e ri g ht t o v ot e. 
T h e s e c o n d off e ns e t h at W e b b all u d es t o ar e t h e ri ot s of 1 8 4 2 a n d 1 8 4 9, d uri n g w hi c h t h e 
i nstit uti o ns, pr o p ert y, a n d p e o pl e of t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n risi n g cl a ss e s w er e o v ertl y 
t ar g et e d. Ulti m at el y, W e b b d et ails t h e s o ci al t e xt ur e of “ fr e e d o m” : a fr a gil e, l a b or e d 
s urf a c e r u pt ur e d b y vi ol e n c e. I n es s e n c e, T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds  s er v e as a 
hist ori c al n o v el of ur g e nt m a n n er s of s o ci al a n d p oliti c al c o n c er n.  
 
Bl a k e/ D el a n y  B a c k gr o u n d  
U nli k e,  W e b b a n d Br o w n, M arti n D el a n y s er v e d as t h e alt er n ati v e a p pr o a c h t o t h e 
is s u es of p assi n g a n d mis c e g e n ati o n i n t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n c o m m u niti es. M arti n 
R o bi ns o n D el a n y  w a s b or n i n C h arl e st o w n, Vir gi ni a o n M a y 6, 1 8 1 2. T o a f at h er t h at 
w as a sl a v e. H o w e v er, his m ot h er w as fr e e, s o b as e d i n t h e Vir gi ni a l a ws of t h e ti m e, 
M arti n w as es s e nti all y b or n fr e e. His m ot h er m o v e d h er f a mil y t o C h a m b er s b ur g, 
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P e n ns yl v a ni a, aft er b ei n g c h ar g e d wit h t e a c hi n g h er c hil dr e n t o r e a d a n d writ e, w hi c h 
w as a g ai nst t h e a nti -lit er a c y l a w s i n Vir gi ni a a n d m a d e it ill e g al t o e d u c at e a n y bl a c k 
c hil dr e n ( r e g ar dl es s of w h et h er t h e y ar e c o nsi d er e d fr e e or e nsl a v e d). I n 1 8 3 1, M arti n 
m o v e d t o Pitt s b ur g h w h er e h e w as a n a p pr e nti c e t o p h ysi ci a n, A n dr e w M c D o w ell, i n 
1 8 3 3, a n d s o o n aft er st art e d his o w n m e di c al pr a cti c e. B y t h e l at e 1 8 3 0s, D el a n y  h a d 
b e c o m e a n a ct i vist i n t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n c o m m u nit y a n d i n 1 8 3 9, m a d e a n e xt e n d e d 
t o ur t hr o u g h t h e s o ut h t o l e ar n w h at h e c o ul d a b o ut t h e s o ci al a n d p oliti c al c o n diti o n of 
bl a c k s t h er e. “ T his tri p pr o vi d e d t h e m at eri al f or C h a pt er s 1 7 t hr o u g h 2 6 of Bl a k e  w h e n 
h e r et ur n e d; h e b e g a n f or m ul ati n g a n e mi gr ati o nist a p pr o a c h t o t h e pr o bl e m of r a c e i n t h e 
U nit e d St at es ”  ( M c G a n n x). 
O n e m ust als o n ot e t h at i n t h e 1 8 5 0s, s e v er al Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns l e a d er s h a v e 
es p o us e d a v ari et y of i d e a s t h at w er e i nt e n d e d t o b e n efit a n d pr o gr ess  b ot h fr e e a n d 
e nsl a v e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c o m m u niti e s. Ir o ni c all y, M arti n D el a n y a n d Fr e dri c k 
D o u gl a ss, w h o’s fir st a n d o nl y fi cti o n w or k is i n cl u d e d i n t his st u d y, h a v e e n g a g e d i n 
b ot h lit er ar y a n d r h et ori c al dis c o ur s e a n d d e b at es a b o ut t h e st at e of t h e Af ri c a n-A m eri c a n 
p o p ul ati o n. T h e pri m ar y diff er e n c e s b et w e e n Fr e d eri c k D o u gl ass a n d M arti n D el a n y’ s 
ar g u m e nt s h a v e hist ori c all y b e e n r e d u c e d t o t w o s e p ar at e b eli efs as t o t h e s ol uti o ns of t h e 
is s u es t h at Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns f a c es. I n  es s e n c e, D o u gl a ss c o n d o n e d  a n d w as m or e of a 
pr o p o n e nt of assi mil ati o nist a p pr o a c h es t o m o v e t h e r a c e f or w ar d. D el a n y , o n t h e ot h er 
h a n d , gr e w t o b e a st a u n c h s e p ar atist. T h es es t h e m e ar e als o e x pl or e d i n t h e writ er s’ 
fi cti o n al w or ks, Bl a k e  a n d T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . T h o u g h c o m pl e x, t h e t w o e x pl or e d is s u e s of 
a b oliti o nis m, e mi gr ati o n, a n d n ati o n alis m. E a c h fi g ur e pr o vi di n g c o m p elli n g r ati o n al e s 
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r e g ar di n g t h eir p oliti c al visi o n. Alt h o u g h b ot h D o u gl a ss a n d D el a n y  f elt t h at t h e y w er e 
t h e b est r e pr es e nt ati v e of t h e Afri ca n -A m eri c a n r a c e, hist or y h as s h o w n t h at D o u gl ass 
ulti m at el y s ur p ass es D el a n y i n t er ms of n ati o n al s e nti m e nt. Li k e m a n y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
writ er s, s c h ol ar s, a n d a cti vist s w h o w er e d e e m e d a s s e p ar atist s, D el a n y w a s l at er 
m ar gi n ali z e d a n d o v er ti m e, f ell i nt o  o bs c urit y. N e v ert h el es s, D el a n y  ( as w ell a s 
D o u gl a ss) s er v e d as pr o mi n e nt e x a m pl es of a nt e b ell u m Afri c a n -A m eri c a n l e a d er s hi p.  
E v e n t h o u g h Bl a k e; or t h e H uts of A m eri c a  w as s eri ali z e d i n “ W e e kl y A n gl o Afri c a n 
M a g a zi n e ”  s e v er al w e e k s pri or t o t h e D o u gl a ss -D el a n y d e b at es, t h e n o v el m a n y s c h ol ar s 
a n d hist ori a ns vi e w t h e w or k as a r es p o ns e t o D o u gl a ss H er oi c Sl a v e, “ Bl a k e pr es e nt s a 
criti c al a c c o u nt of E ur o -A m eri c a n r a cis m a n d h o w t o es c a p e it s a ut h orit y. B e c a us e m a n y 
s c e n es a n d e v e nt s i n Bl a k e s h o w gr e at s o ci al a c uit y a n d b e c a us e t h e pl ot str u ct ur e is 
c ar ef ull y or g a ni z e d, Bl a k e e x hi bit s n o v elisti c f e at ur es ”  ( M c G a n n xvi). H o w e v er, t h e 
artisti c f u n cti o n of t h es e f e at ur es is r h et ori c al r at h er t h a n r e pr es e nt ati o n al. It is t o a d v a n c e 
a n ar g u m e nt, a n d t o p er s u a d e r e a d er s of t h e tr ut h of his visi o n. As a r es ult, n o n e of 
Bl a k e’ s c h ar a ct er s, n ot e v e n it s h er o, h a v e m u c h ps y c h o l o gi c al d e pt h ( M c G a n n x vi). 
N e v ert h el e ss, i n t h e s c o p e of hist or y, D o u gl as s a n d St o w e's dis c o ur s e of s y m p at h y a n d 
c o m m u nit y o ut w ei g h e d t h e r e visi o n ar y str ai n pr o p a g at e d b y D el a n y  i n Bl a k e , w h o w as 
“ u n willi n g t o gr a nt t h at w hit es c a n g e n ui n el y s y m p at hi z e wi t h t h e pli g ht of t h e sl a v e s, 
t h o s e w h o w o ul d i nsist t h at w hit e b e n efi c e n c e o nl y f urt h er c o ntri b ut es t o bl a c k d o cilit y 
a n d s u b or di n ati o n ”  ( L e vi n e 8 5).  
 T hr o u g h o ut t his d o c u m e nt, t h e f oll o wi n g c h a pt er s will a d dr e ss t h e lit er ar y d e vi c es 
us e d  b y t h e af or e m e nti o n e d a ut h or s , as w ell a s t h e c o nt e nt a n d t h e m e s of t h e ir a p pli c a bl e 
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w or ks , i n r el ati o n t o t h e m es s a g e s t h e y att e m pt e d t o c o n v e y t o ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y 
a u di e n c e s r e g ar di n g Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns . T h e s e c o n d c h a pt er will dis c us s t h e “ r o m a nti c 
h er o ”  ar c h et y p e, t h e d efi a n c e of s o ci al a ut h orit y, im a g er y, p o etr y , l a n g u a g e, n ati o n alis m, 
s pirit u alit y, a n d t h e r e v er e n c e of n at ur e i n r el ati o n t o T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  b y Fr e d eri c k 
D o u gl a ss.  T h e t hir d c h a pt er wil l a d dr e ss all of t h es e el e m e nt s i n r el ati o n t o Cl ot el b y 
Willi a m W ells Br o w n. C h a pt er f o ur will e x pl or e t h e s e i d e as wit h T h e G ari es a n d T h eir 
Fri e n d s b y Fr a n k J. W e b b. L a stl y, t h e af or e m e nti o n e d el e m e nt s will b e e x a mi n e d  i n 
r el ati o n t o Bl a k e  b y M arti n D el a n y . T h e diss ert ati o n  will c o n cl u d e wit h a n o v er all 
s y n o psis of h o w t h es e writ er s c oll e cti v el y a n d i n di vi d u all y, as w ell as t h e e xt e nt  t o w hi c h 
t he y  us e d ( or di d n ot us e) t e n et s of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m t o r el a y t h eir m es s a g e s  t o t h e 
ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y r e a di n g a u di e n c e.           
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C H A P T E R II  
T H E H E R OI C S L A V E  
T h e A r c h et y p e of t h e R o m a nti c H er o i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e   
D uri n g t h e mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, m a n y writ er s utili z e d t h e ar c h et y p e of t h e 
r o m a nti c h er o . T his all u d e d t o a wi d e v ari et y of attri b ut es t h at t h e pr ot a g o nist s or ot h er 
pri m ar y c h ar a ct er s i n w or ks of r o m a nti c fi cti o n e m b o di e d. S e v er al i d e as t h at ali g n wit h 
t h e ar c h et y p e of t h e r o m a nti c h er o is t h e i d e a t h at t h e fi g ur e is oft e n vi e w e d as t h e 
c o m m o n m a n  -- a s e p ar ati o n fr o m t h e n oti o ns of cl ass arist o cr a c y e x hi bit e d b y t h e 
n ati o n alist lit er at ur e of a pr e vi o us g e n er ati o n. T h e r o m a nti c h er o is als o oft e n e x alt e d f or 
his or h er y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e . I n f a ct, d uri n g t his p eri o d, n oti o ns of hi g h cl a ss a n d 
e d u c at e d s o p histi c ati o n w as l es s i n fl u e nti al t h a n m ess a g e s c o n v e y e d b y t h o s e w h o m a y 
n ot h a v e m or e e d u c ati o n al a n d s o ci al r efi n e m e nt, b ut w h o ar e s e as o n e d  wit h a m yri a d o f 
c h all e n gi n g, a m u si n g, a n d/ or e x oti c  lif e e x p eri e n c e s. T h es e c h ar a ct er s ar e oft e n vi e w e d 
m or e p o siti v el y w hil e i n a n at u r al, u n alt er e d st at e. T h er ef or e, pri miti vis m  w as a q u alit y 
v al u e d b y ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er s as a c h ar a ct er tr ait t h at e m b o di e s A m eri c a n 
R o m a nti cis m. T h e ar c h et y p e of t h e r o m a nti c h er o als o i n cl u d e d a n i n h er e nt l o n gi n g f or 
f r e e d o m a n d i n di vi d u alis m, w hi c h is oft e n s o m e h o w d e ni e d b y ot h er c h ar a ct er s or gr o u ps 
i n m a n y st ori es of t his er a. T his is oft e n ill ustr at e d b y t h e pr ot a g o nist eit h er o v ertl y or 
s u btl y r e v olti n g a g ai nst o p pr essi v e s o ci al c o n diti o ns  or s e e ki n g fr e e d o m o ut si d e t h e 
c o nfi n es of t h eir  tr a diti o n al e n vir o n m e nt. Wit h T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , D o u gl a ss t a k es st e ps t o  
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c o n v e y t o t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er t h at his pr ot a g o nist, M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n is, i n 
f a ct, a r o m a nti c h er o as w ell.  
A m eri c a n lit er ar y s c h ol ar R o b ert L e vi n e ar g u es t h at U n cl e T o m' s C a bi n  di d it s 
c ult ur al w or k b y s killf ull y dr a wi n g o n t h e c o n v e nti o n al lit er ar y f or ms ( s u c h as 
s e nti m e nt alis m) t h at s p o k e t o r e a d er s of t h e ti m e. I n c o ntr ast, h o w e v er, D o u gl as s cr e at es 
a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n h er o w h o is willi n g t o us e vi ol e n c e w h e n n e c e ss ar y, w h er e a s St o w e 
i n U n cl e T o m' s C a bi n  pr es e nt s a C hrist -li k e bl a c k h er o w h o r ej e ct s vi ol e n c e ( L e vi n e 
4 9 9). It c a n b e ar g u e d t h at D o u gl a ss’s p ortr a y al of a bl a c k m a n m or e cl o s el y ali g n e d t o 
t h e n oti o n of fi g hti n g f or t h e A m eri c a n i d e als of i n di vi d u al fr e e d o m m a y h a v e s er v e d t o 
b e m or e c o n vi n ci n g t o t h eir r e a d er s t h a n t h e St o w e’s c h ar a ct er. T his ill ustr at es h o w e v e n 
t h o u g h St o w e’s a c c o u nt is c o nsi d er e d fi cti o n writt e n i n t h e st yl e of a sl a v e n arr ativ e, t h e 
f a ct t h at D o u gl as s’s w or k is o n e of k n o w n fi cti o n, h e t a k es a d diti o n al li b erti es t h at h e 
w o ul d  n ot h a v e s o e asil y b e e n gr a nt e d i n or d er t o ill ustr at e his p oi nt s.  
Wit h r e g ar d t o r o m a nti c lit er at ur e, wit h o nl y a f e w e x c e pti o ns, t h e pr ot a g o nist s 
ar e oft e n y o u n g ( or at l e ast b e h a v e i n s u c h a w a y t h at is i n a w e of t h e p er c ei v e d n e w n es s 
of t h e r e aliti e s of t h e w orl d). I n n o c e n c e a n d p urit y ar e  als o a c h ar a ct eristi c of m a n y 
p o p ul ar pr ot a g o nist s i n ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y fi cti o n. Li k e M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n, t h e 
r o m a nti c h er o t e n ds t o h a v e a s e ns e of h o n or hi g h er t h a n s o ci et y’s h o n or. T his b e gi ns t o 
pr o p el D o u gl a ss’s w or k fr o m t h at of a tr a diti o n al sl a v e n arr ati v e, t o a r es p e ct a bl e fi cti o n 
w or k. T h e tr a diti o n al sl a v e n arr ati v es of t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y o p e nl y d e cri e d t h e s yst e m 
of sl a v er y. H o w e v er, D o u gl as s’ s p ortr a y al of W as hi n gt o n us es all t h e s e attri b ut es i n s u c h 
a w a y t h at e v e n w hit e r e a d er s w o ul d b e a bl e t o p o siti v el y c o n n e ct w it h t h e c h ar a ct er. 
4 7  
 
I n t h e n o v ell a, m as c uli nit y als o s er v e s as a b a sis f or a n e w i m a gi n e d c o m m u nit y 
t h at tr a ns c e n ds cl a ss a n d r a c e diff er e n c es. As s u c h, D o u gl as s e m p h a si z e s t h e m as c uli n e 
n o bilit y of his h er o. T h e r e a d er is t ol d t h at W as hi n gt o n h as a “ h e artf ul of h o n est 
m a nli n es s ”  ( D o u gl a ss 2 5). Alt h o u g h a ki n d a n d g e ntl e i n di vi d u al, i n his m o v e m e nt s, h e 
als o “ s e e m e d t o c o m bi n e, wit h t h e str e n gt h of a li o n, a li o n's el asti cit y. His t or n sl e e v es 
dis cl o s e d ar ms li k e p olis h e d ir o n... ”  ( 7). L at er, D o u gl a ss c o m m e nt s o n W a s hi n gt o n’s 
“ H er c ul e a n str e n gt h ”  ( 7) a n d d es cri b es hi m a s a m a n a m o n g m e n”  ( 3 1). 
A n ot h er c o m m o n attri b ut e of R o m a nti cis m is t h e n oti o n of t h e c o m m o n m a n 
p ortr a y e d as a h er o. “ I n cr e asi n gl y, t h e fi g ur e of T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e, Fr e n c h g e n er al 
a n d b est -k n o w n l e a d er of t h e H aiti a n R e v ol uti o n, s er v e d w hit e a b oliti o nist s as a 
R o m a nti c h er o w h o d e m o nstr at e d t h e c a p a biliti e s of bl a c k s r el e a s e d fr o m t h e br ut alit y of 
sl a v er y, e v e n as his st or y r ei nf or c e d elitist n oti o ns a b o ut w hit e s u p eri orit y a n d 
c o ns er v ati v e  n oti o ns of s o ci et al r ef or m ”  ( B el a s c o 1 8 3-1 8 4).  E v e n tr a ns c e n d e nt alist writ er 
a n d p o et R al p h W al d o E m er s o n cl e arl y p ortr a ys T o uss ai nt as a n e x c e pti o n all y t al e nt e d 
l e a d er. “ I n a si n gl e s e nt e n c e, E m er s o n s u g g est s t h e pl ot t h at Fr e d eri c k D o u gl a ss w o ul d 
l at er utili z e i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  ( B el as c o 1 8 7). H o w e v er, E m er s o n fir st l e ar n e d a b o ut 
T o uss ai nt fr o m t h e 1 8 4 4 t h e p u bli c ati o n of T h e H o ur a n d t h e M a n , a n d it s r e p ut ati o n 
a m o n g t h e m e m b er s of his tr a ns c e n d e nt alist cir cl e s. I n ess e n c e, E m er s o n c o n c e d es t h at 
fi g ur e of T o uss ai nt is a l o gi c al a n d a p pr o pri at e r ef er e n c e f or n e w a b oliti o nist s (li k e 
E m er s o n) w h o wis h e d t o e x e m plif y w h at fr e e d o m c o ul d d o f or t h e i nt ell e ct u al 
c a p a biliti e s of sl a v es ( 1 8 7).  
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N e v ert h el e ss, t h er e w er e m a n y ot h er w hit e a b oliti o nist s w h o w er e d et e r mi n e d t o 
fr e e Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns fr o m sl a v er y, b ut t h e y t e n d e d t o c o n v ol ut e t h e iss u e of t h e f ut ur e 
r a c e r el ati o ns i n A m eri c a n. T h es e gr o u ps e m p h asi z e d T o uss ai nt’s p er s o n al c h ar a ct eristi cs 
of wis d o m, d e di c ati o n, h u m a nit y, a n d C hristi a nit y b ut o nl y pr o m ot e d  f or t h e virt u es of 
p e a c ef ul e m a n ci p ati o n, “ c alli n g s p e ci al att e nti o n t o his r el u ct a n c e t o e n g a g e i n t h e m or e 
vi ol e nt as p e ct s of t h e H aiti a n R e v ol uti o n a n d his l o y alt y t o his w hit e m a st er, t o t h e 
Fr e n c h c ol o ni al g o v er n m e nt, a n d e v e n t o N a p ol e o n. ”  ( B el a s c o 1 8 3). D o u gl a ss us e s t h es e 
t h e m e s as w ell. H o w e v er, h e d o es n ot h esit at e t o c o n v e y b ot h a vi ol e nt a n d a s e nsiti v e 
si d e. H e d o es this eff e cti v el y b y li n ki n g his a cti o ns t o t h e mi n d of r e a d er –  b asi c all y 
q u esti o ni n g t h e r e a d er as t o w h at t h e y c o ul d h a v e d o n e diff er e ntl y i n pl a c e d i n a si mil ar 
sit u ati o n –  t h us m a ki n g c h ar a ct er m or e a m e n a bl e t o t h e c o m m o n m a n. D o u gl as s 
c a pit ali z e s o n t his t e n a nt b y p ortr a yi n g t h e pr ot a g o nist as a c o m m o n m a n, a sl a v e i n f a ct.  
B ut h e als o ill u str at es his di g nit y a n d h er ois m. I n t h at s e ns e, b ot h p h ysi c all y a n d 
i n t er ms of his c h ar a ct er, t h e r e a d er w o ul d c o nsi d er hi m, “ m a nl y ” , e v e n wit h his r o m a nti c 
s e nsi biliti es.  “ D o u gl as s s u g g est s t h at a r e al m a n is a r e al m a n, r e g ar dl e ss of s k i n c ol or or 
et h ni cit y. Tr u e “ m a n h o o d ”  is i n n at el y e n n o bli n g a n d t h er ef or e e ntitl e s o n e t o citi z e ns hi p 
i n a d e m o cr a c y. B y r e pr es e nti n g ( m al e) a b oliti o nist s, N ort h er n er s, a n d sl a v e s c oll e cti v el y 
as vi cti ms of S o ut h er n pr ej u di c e, dis cri mi n at e d a g ai nst o n t h e b a sis of g e n d er st er e ot y p es 
r at h er t h a n r a c e, D o u gl as s r ei nf or c es t h eir h er ois m. H e s u g g est s t o his m al e r e a d er s t hat 
t h e y, t o o, c a n r et ai n t h eir A m eri c a n m a n h o o d a n d still b e c o m e p art of a n ill u stri o us 
str u g gl e f or e m a n ci p ati o n ( W alt er 2 4 2). S c h ol ar, Krist a W alt er c o nt e n ds t h at D o u gl as s 
d o es n ot e m p h asi z e W a s hi n gt o n's o w n c o mi n g t o c o ns ci o us n e ss -- t h e ‘sl a v e’ b e c o mi n g a 
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‘ m a n’ -- t hr o u g h a n a ut o bi o gr a p hi c al a ct of li b er ati o n”  b e c a u s e h e w a nt s t o st art t h e 
n arr ati v e wit h t h e h er o alr e a d y e st a blis h e d i n t h e mi n d of t h e r e a d er wit h s e v er al tr a gi c 
e v e nt s a n d h er oi c d e e ds alr e a d y b e hi n d hi m  ( W alt er 2 4 0). T h e r e a d er s c a n f o c us o n t h e 
c h ar a ct er s gr o wt h, r e d e m pti o n, a n d s al v ati o n . “ D e ni e d a pl a c e i n t h e c o u ntr y t h at o w es it s 
v er y e xist e n c e t o t h e st ol e n l a b or a n d li v e s of milli o ns of Afri c a ns, D o u gl a ss cr e at e d a 
n e w, p er h a p s e v e n m or e us ef ul s p a c e b y cir c ul ati n g a st or y, f ol kt al e, or fi cti o n t ol d b y 
di v er s e i n di vi d u als, e a c h a c o m m o n ‘ h er o’, n o n e a tr a diti o n al fi g ur e of a ut h orit y ( W alt er 
2 4 1).  A d diti o n all y, b e c a u s e  of t his c o m m o n alit y, t h e st or y als o s er v es as a c o n v er si o n 
n arr ati v e i n w hi c h w hit e m e n w o ul d c o m e t o s e e a n d a c k n o wl e d g e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  
m e n as e q u als. C h ar a ct er s, List w ell a n d Gr a nt pr o vi d e t w o diff er e nt m o d els (fr o m t w o 
disti n ct cl as s e s) f or c o n v er si o n.  List w ell is  “ t h e t h o u g htf ul N ort h er n er, a n i n d e p e n d e nt 
f ar m er w h o h as b e e n s h elt er e d o n t h e O hi o fr o nti er fr o m t h e br ut al r e aliti es of sl a v er y, 
b ut w h o s e i n n at e a n d n o bl e r o m a nti c s e nti m e nt s ar e p er mitt e d t o bl o ss o m aft er his 
e n c o u nt er wit h W a s hi n gt o n ”  (W alt er 2 4 1) . Gr a nt , o n t h e ot h er h a n d, is “ a w orl dl y m a n of 
a cti o n -- a s ail or -- w h o c o nf e ss e s his o w n r a cist f e eli n gs, y et is n o n et h el e ss s o m o v e d b y 
W a s hi n gt o n's di g nifi e d a ct s a n d el o q u e nt or at or y t hr o u g h o ut t h e r e b elli o n h e wit n ess es 
t h at h e “ gr a nt s ”  or v o ws n e v er a g ai n t o w or k i n t h e sl a v e tr a d e”  ( W alt er 2 4 1) b y st ati n g, 
“ G o d is m y wit n e ss t h at li b ert y, n ot m ali c e, is t h e m oti v e f or t his ni g ht's w or k. I h a v e 
d o n e m or e t o t h o s e d e a d m e n y o n d er t h a n t h e y w o ul d h a v e d o n e t o m e i n li k e 
cir c u mst a n c es.  W e h a v e str u c k f or o ur fr e e d o m, a n d if a tr u e m a n's h e art b e i n y o u, y o u 
will h o n or us f or t h e d e e d. W e h a v e d o n e t h at w hi c h y o u a p pl a u d y o ur f at h er f or d oi n g, 
a n d if w e ar e m ur d er er s, s o w er e t h e y ”  ( D o u gl as s 4 8). 
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I n c o ntr ast, D o u gl ass t h e n g o es o n t o d es cri b e t h e c o ur a g e a n d p h ysi c al p o w er of 
t h e r e b el sl a v es r at h er t h a n t h e m or al r e ctit u d e of t h eir a cti o ns. N e v ert h el e ss, wit h gr e at 
ir o n y, D o u gl as s r e v er s e s t h e r a cist e x p e ct ati o n: It w as M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n's m u s c ul ar 
str e n gt h a n d pr es e n c e of mi n d t h at s e nt  t h e t err or-stri c k e n s ail or s, “ li k e s o m a n y 
fri g ht e n e d m o n k e ys,”  t o t h e ri g gi n g ( W alt er 2 4 2). H e is c o ntr asti n g t h e br a v er y of 
W a s hi n gt o n i n t h e e ns ui n g st or m t o t h e b e h a vi or of t h e E ur o p e a n a n d E ur o p e a n -
A m eri c a n  m e m b er s of t h e cr e w, w h o m, i n a n i nt er esti n g r e v er s al of c o nt e m p or a n e o usl y 
c o n v e nti o n al r a ci al i m a g er y, h e d es cri b e s as “ s o m a n y fri g ht e n e d m o n k e ys ”  ( D o u gl as s 
4 9).  
I n ess e n c e, M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n e pit o mi z e s t h e ar c h et y p e of t h e tr a diti o n al 
A m eri c a n r o m a nti c h er o. T h e pr ot a g o nist e x e m plifi e s t h e q u a lit y of i n di vi d u alis m a n d a n 
i n n at e d esir e f or p h ysi c al, e m oti o n al, a n d ps y c h ol o gi c al fr e e d o m. O n e of t h e k e y q u aliti e s 
of h er ois m i n ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y A m eri c a n lit er at ur e w as t h e e x pr e ssi o n of i n di vi d u alis m 
a n d fr e e d o m. I n t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, R o m a nti cs ass ert e d t h e i m p ort a n c e of t h e 
i n di vi d u al, t h e u ni q u e, e v e n t h e e c c e ntri c. C o ns e q u e ntl y, t h e y o p p o s e d t h e c h ar a ct er 
t y p ol o g y ass o ci at e d wit h n e o cl as si c al dr a m a. I n a n ot h er w a y, R o m a nti cis m cr e at e d it s 
o w n lit er ar y ar c h et y p es. T h er e ar e als o b oist er o us t y p e s of r o m a nti c h er o es fr o m 
Pr o m et h e us t o C a pt ai n A h a b. A d diti o n all y, t h er e ar e t h e o ut c ast r o m a nti c h er o es fr o m t h e 
A n ci e nt M ari n er t o H est er Pr y n n e. All ar e oft e n h er o es f ull y or, i n p art, b e c a us e of a 
tr a gi c si n c o m mitt e d b y t h e m or i m p o s e d u p o n t h e m by s e e mi n gl y i ns ur m o u nt a bl e f or c es 
b e y o n d t h eir c o ntr ol. I n t his r e g ar d, T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  is n o diff er e nt. I n si mil ar R o m a nti c 
f as hi o n, D o u gl a ss a g gr a n di z er s/ hi g hli g ht s t h e pr ot a g o nist b y e x pl ai ni n g t h at h e w h o “ l e d 
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all ar mi e s of t h e A m eri c a n c ol o ni es t hr o u g h t h e gr e at w ar f or fr e e d o m a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e,  
li v es n o w o nl y i n t h e c h att el r e c or ds of his n ati v e St at e ( D o u gl a ss 5). Ulti m at el y, 
D o u gl a ss's us e of R o m a nti cis m's o v er d et er mi n e d tr o p es of “ sl a v er y”  a n d “ li b ert y,”  al o n g 
wit h his cr e ati o n of a c h ar a ct er w h o u nit es s e nsi bilit y, virt u e, stri ct m or alit y, h o n or, 
c o ur a g e, a n d s y m p at h y, f u n cti o ns t o c o dif y a n d l e giti m at e o n e's b e c o mi n g a n a b oliti o nist. 
A n d, as a r o m a nti c h er o, W as hi n gt o n is b ut a c at al yst i n t his l ar g er c oll e cti v e pr o c ess of 
b e c o mi n g ( W alt er 2 4 0).  
F urt h er, W as hi n gt o n is d es cri b e d as “ bl a c k, b ut c o m el y ”  wit h a br o w t h at is 
“ d ar k er t h a n R a v e n’ s wi n g ”  a n d h e p o ss ess e d “ H er c ul e a n ”  str e n gt h.  D o u gl as s writ es, 
“ … o n e of t h e tr u est m a nli e st, a n d br a v e st of h er c hil dr e n –  o n e w h o, i n aft er y e ar s will, I 
t hi nk, c o m m a n d t h e p e n of g e ni us t o s et his m erit s f ort h, h ol d n o w n o hi g h er pl a c e i n t h e 
r e c or ds of t h at gr a n d ol d C o m m o n w e alt h th a n is h el d b y a h or s e or a n o x ”  ( 4). H o w e v er, 
D o u gl a ss's affir m ati o ns of c o n v e nti o n al a nt e b ell u m n oti o ns of i n di vi d u alis m a n d 
m a n h o o d i n e vit a bl y l e d t o t h e m ar gi n ali z ati o n of w o m e n i n his writi n g s a n d g a v e 
“ cr e d e n c e t o t h e p atri ar c h al str u ct ur e l ar g el y r es p o nsi bl e f or his o p pr essi o n ”  ( L e vi n e 5 2). 
E v e n s o, D o u gl as s's c h ar a ct eri z ati o n of m a nl y m e n is pr e di c at e d o n a st er e ot y pi c al 
r e pres e nt ati o n of ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y w o m e n as p o w erl es s, p assi v e, f e arf ul, a n d h el pl e ss 
( W alt er 2 4 3). H o w e v er, D o u gl a ss pr es e nts h er as if s h e, t o o m a y h a v e b e e n c o n v ert e d t o 
a b oliti o n. H e c h ar a ct eri z es h er o nl y as a “ g o o d wif e ”  a n d a m at er n al fi g ur e. T h e o nl y 
c o n c er n e d t h at s h e v oi c e d w as if W as hi n gt o n w as a bl e t o pr e p ar e his di n n er w hil e 
tr a v eli n g as a f u giti v e. R e g ar di n g his wif e, S us a n, w h e n gi v e n t h e o p p ort u nit y t o es c a p e, 
h e c a n n ot bri n g hi ms elf t o l e a v e his wif e b e hi n d. Wit h his “ h e art's c or d s cr e w e d u p t o 
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s n a p pi n g t e nsi o n, ”  h e w o n d er s, “ P o or t hi n g! W h at c a n s h e d o w h e n I a m g o n e ? ”  
( D o u gl as s 8). W hil e t his cl e arl y ill u str at es W as hi n gt o n as t h e s e nti m e nt al r o m a nti c h er o, 
his wif e is l eft t o a p p e ar as a m or e st ati c a n d fl at c h ar a ct er. W h e n s h e is  fi n all y a b o ut t o 
b e r es c u e d, S us a n li v e s u p t o h er r ol e as a f e e bl e f e m al e b y s cr e a mi n g a n d f ai nti n g as h er 
h us b a n d f o olis hl y b ut h er oi c all y att e m pt s t o s a v e h er “ fr o m t h e cr u el j a w s of sl a v er y”  
( W al k er 2 1 9). W as hi n gt o n e x pl ai ns, r o m a nti c all y, t h at, “ wit h  h er i n sl a v er y, m y b o d y, 
n ot m y s pirit, w as fr e e ”  ( D o u gl as s 3 7). Still, a sl a v e h us b a n d's l o v e f or his wif e pr o v es t o 
b e his a n d, of c o ur s e, h er, d o w nf all.   
N e v ert h el e ss, e v e n t h o u g h D o u gl ass pr o b a bl y c h o s e t o r e pr es e nt w o m e n i n “ t h e 
st er e ot y pi c all y p as siv e r ol e s of h o us e h ol d s a vi or or h el pl e ss m art yr f or t h e b e n efit of his 
r e a d ers a n d t h e s u p p o s e d a p p e al of t h e r o m a n c e g e nr e, w hi c h c o nfir ms tr a diti o n al g e n d er 
r ol es”  h e w as, i n f a ct, a n o ut s p o k e n m e m b er of t h e w o m e n's ri g ht s m o v e m e nt ( W alt er 
2 4 3). I n 1 8 5 1,  o n e y e ar b ef or e t h e p u bli c ati o n of t h e H er oi c Sl a v e, h e a d dr es s e d t h e 
N ati o n al W o m e n's Ri g ht s C o n v e nti o n at W or c est er, M ass a c h us ett s, w h er e h e s p o k e f or 
b ot h t h e a b oliti o nist a n d w o m e n's ri g ht s m o v e m e nt s. At t h e c o n v e nti o n, D o u gl as s 
pr o cl ai ms, “ W e a d v o c at e w o m a n's ri g ht s, n ot b e c a us e s h e is a n a n g el, b ut b e c a us e s h e is 
a w o m a n, h a vi n g t h e s a m e w a nt s, a n d b ei n g e x p o s e d t o t h e s a m e e vils as m a n ”  ( 2 4 3). 
L e vi n e writ es t h at i n s c h ol ar, C el est e -M ari e B er ni er’s a n al ysis, s h e st at es t h at “ s elf-
r efl e xi vit y a n d a esth eti c e x p eri m e nt ati o n ”  ar e cr u ci al t o t h e n o v ell a, ar g ui n g t h at 
“ D o u gl a ss p us h e d t h e b o u n d ari e s of a est h eti c e x p eri m e nt ati o n t o c el e br at e r a di c al m o d els 
of bl a c k m al e h er ois m ”  ( L e vi n e 4 9 9). S h e c o n cl u d es h er dis c us si o n b y st ati n g t h at “ T h e 
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H er oi c Sl a v e  t estifi e s t o D o u gl as s's s e ar c h f or a n e w l a n g u a g e a n d n e w g e nr e wit hi n 
w hi c h t o dr a m ati z e c o m p eti n g c o nst r u cti o ns of bl a c k m al e h er ois m”  ( 4 9 9). 
 
D efi a n c e of S o ci al A ut h orit y i n T h e H er oi c S l a v e 
A n ot h er k e y a s p e ct of A m eri c a n R o m a nti c is m i n lit er at ur e w as a r e v olt or 
d efi a n c e a g ai nst t h e c urr e nt a ut h orit y a n d s o ci al c o n diti o ns. H o w e v er, wit h t h e p o p ul ar 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n R o m a nti c writ er s of t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y , R o m a nti cs w er e 
a m bi v al e nt t o w ar d t h e “ r e al”  s o ci al w orl d ar o u n d t h e m. T h e y w er e oft e n p oliti c all y a n d 
s o ci all y i n v ol v e d, b ut at t h e s a m e ti m e, t h e y b e g a n t o dist a n c e t h e ms el v es fr o m t h e 
p u bli c. As n ot e d e arli er, hi g h R o m a nti c artist s i nt er pr et e d t hi n gs t hr o u g h t h eir o w n 
e m oti o ns, a n d t h e s e e m oti o ns i n cl u d e d s o ci al a n d p oliti c al c o ns ci o us n es s -- as o n e w o ul d 
e x p e ct i n a p eri o d of r e v ol uti o n, o n e t h at r e a ct e d s o str o n gl y t o o p pr essi o n a n d i nj usti c e 
i n t h e w orl d. T h er ef or e, artist s s o m eti m es t o o k p u bli c st a n ds, or wr ot e w or ks wit h 
s o ci all y or p oliti c all y ori e nt e d s u bj e ct m att er. N e v ert h eles s, v er y f e w fi cti o n writ er s 
d uri n g t h e a g e of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m m a d e a n y n ot a bl e p u bli c st at e m e nt s r e g ar di n g 
sl a v er y of t h e c o n diti o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns. T his is o n e of t h e pri m ar y r e as o ns t h at 
D o u gl a ss c o m p o s es t h e w or k -- i n or d er t o a d d a n a d ditio n al, m or e disti n ct v oi c e t o t h e 
ar g u m e nt a b o ut sl a v er y fr o m a m or e g e n ui n e fi cti o n al p er s p e cti v e.  
 
I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d t h e R e v er e n c e of N at ur e i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e 
E m p h asis o n t h e a cti vit y of t h e i m a gi n ati o n w as a c c o m p a ni e d b y gr e at er 
e m p h a sis o n t h e i m p ort a n c e of i nt uiti o n, i nsti n ct s, a n d f e eli n g s, a n d R o m a nti cs g e n er all y 
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c all e d f or gr e at er att e nti o n t o t h e e m oti o ns as a n e c ess ar y s u p pl e m e nt t o p ur el y l o gi c al 
r e as o n. R o m a nti cs oft e n a p p e al e d t o e m oti o n, f e eli n g, a n d i nt uiti o n o v er r e as o n a n d 
s o m eti m e s l o gi c. T h e i m a gi n ati o n w a s el e v at e d t o a p o siti o n as t h e s u pr e m e f a c ult y of t h e 
mi n d. T his c o ntr ast e d disti n ctl y wit h t h e tr a diti o n al ar g u m e nt s f or t h e s u pr e m a c y of 
r e as o n. T h e R o m a nti c s t e n d e d t o d efi n e a n d t o pr es e nt t h e i m a gi n ati o n a s o ur ulti m at e 
“ s h a pi n g ”  or cr e ati v e p o w er, t h e a p pr o xi m at e h u m a n e q ui v al e nt of t h e cr e ati v e p o w er s of 
n at ur e or e v e n d eit y ( “ G u i d e” ). U niti n g b ot h r e as o n a n d f e eli n g, i m a gi n ati o n is e xt oll e d 
as t h e ulti m at e s y nt h esi zi n g f a c ult y, e n a bli n g h u m a ns t o r e c o n cil e diff er e n c es a n d 
o p p o sit es i n t h e w orl d of a p p e ar a n c e. T h e r e c o n cili ati o n of o p p o sit es is a c e ntr al i d e al f or 
t h e R o m a nti cs. Fi n all y, i m a gi n ati o n is i n e xtri c a bl y b o u n d u p wit h t h e ot h er t w o m aj or 
c o n c e pt s, f or it is pr es u m e d t o b e t h e f a c ult y, w hi c h e n a bl es us t o “ r e a d”  n at ur e as a 
s yst e m of s y m b ols  (“ G ui d e ” ). 
R o m a nti cist s vi e w e d n at ur e, t h e n at ur al, a n d m a n ki n d i n it s n at ur al st at e as 
i n h er e nt a n d a d mir a bl e q u aliti e s. R o m a nti c writ er s p ortr a y e d ci vili z ati o n r e pr es e nti n g 
v ari o us d e gr e es of s o ci al, m or al, p oliti c al, r eli gi o us a n d/ or e c o n o mi c c orr u pti o n, w hil e 
n at ur e w o ul d oft e n b e i nf err e d as a w a y t o e v e n fi n d G o d, S at a n, g o o d, e vil, t h e 
s u p er n at ur al, or t h e s u bli m e. U nli k e t h e i n cr e a si n gl y p o p ul ar sl a v e n arr ati v e s of t h e 
mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, D o u gl a ss utili z e s t h e n at ur al i m a g er y i n or d er t o c o n v e y t h e 
“ pli g ht ”  of his e nsl a v e d c o n diti o n. “ W h at, t h e n, is lif e f or m e ? It is ai ml e ss a n d w ort hl e ss, 
a n d w or s e t h a n w ort hl es s. T h o s e bir ds, p er c h e d o n y o n s wi n gi n g b o u g hs, i n fri e n dl y 
c o n cl a v e, s o u n di n g f ort h t h eir m err y n ot es i n s e e mi n g w or s hi p of t h e risi n g s u n, t h o u g h 
li a bl e t o t h e s p ort s m a n’s f o wli n g-pi e c e, ar e st ill m y s u p eri or s”  ( D o u gl a ss 2 6-2 7 ). 
5 5  
 
N at ur e is oft e n w h er e tr u e R o m a nti c h er o e s t hri v e a n d w h er e t h o s e w h o ar e n ot 
tr u e t o t h e ms el v e s or ot h er s oft e n ar e afr ai d t o or f or bi d d e n t o tr e a d. Si mil ar t o s e v er al 
w or ks b y N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e a n d H er m a n M el vill e, D o u gl a ss’s pr ot a g o nist us es t h e 
s e cl u d e d f or est as his r ef u g e i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . T h e n arr at or d es cri b e s his h o m e “ n e ar a 
s p ar kli n g br o o k, n e ar t h e e d g e of a d ar k pi n e f or est ”  ( D o u gl ass 5). D o u gl as s als o writ es 
t h at t h e pr ot a g o nist “ w a n d er s a w a y t o t h e gl o o m y f or est, t o utt er i n t h e v a c a nt air a n d 
c o m pl ai ns a n d gri efs, w hi c h t h e r e li gi o n of his ti m es a n d his c o u ntr y c a n n eit h er c o ns ol e 
n or r eli e v e ”  ( D o u gl as s 9). T his is j ust li k e H est er Pr y n n e i n T h e S c arl et L ett er  w h er e t h e 
lit er al f or est r e pr es e nt s fr e e d o m fr o m r eli gi o us p er s e c uti o n, w hil e i g n o mi n y a n d 
h y p o cris y li e i n t h e vill a g e s a n d t o w ns o p er ati n g u n d er t h e g uis e of j usti c e. If n ot cr e ati n g 
a vi e w i n w hi c h n at ur e is a pl a c e of s olit u d e, t h e pr ot a g o nist s als o s o m eti m es 
d e m o nstr at es a pl a c e of c o m m u ni o n wit h a hi g h er p o w er a n d/ or a q u est f or a hi g h er tr ut h. 
T h e pr ot a g o nist oft e n h a s k n o wl e d g e of p e o pl e a n d d e e p u n d er st a n di n g f or lif e, n ot b as e d 
o n e d u c ati o n, b ut i nst e a d o n a m yri a d of lif e a n d p er s o n al e x p eri e n c es. Si mil ar t o his 
c o nt e m p or ari es, T h or e a u a n d E m er s o n, D o u gl as s eff e cti v el y d e s cri b es n at ur e’s v a st a n d 
wil d s e nsi biliti es ( D o u gl as s 1 8).  
T o A m eri c a n R o m a nti cs, “ n at ur e ”  m e a nt m a n y t hi n gs. “ It w as oft e n pr es e nt e d as 
it s elf a w or k of art, c o nstr u ct e d b y a di vi n e i m a gi n ati o n , i n e m bl e m ati c l a n g u a g e”  
(“ G ui d e ” ). Parti c ul ar p er s p e cti v e s wit h r e g ar d t o n at ur e v ari e d c o nsi d er a bl y . S o m e 
vi e w e d it as h a vi n g a h e ali n g p o w er. Ot h er s c o nsi d er e d it di vi n e art, or a tr e at f or t h e 
s e ns e s. Ot h er s still c o nsi d er e d n at ur e a s a r ef u g e fr o m t h e artifi ci al p h ysi c al a n d s o ci al 
c o nfi n es of ci vili z ati o n. N e v ert h el e ss , t h e pr e v aili n g vi e w w as t h at n at ur e w as “ or g a ni c, ”  
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r at h er t h a n s ci e ntifi c or r ati o n alist. D u e t o t h e e m p h a sis o n n at ur e, t h e r e a d er s h o ul d n ot e 
t h at a l ar g e p orti o n of t h e n arr ati v e t a k es pl a c e i n a pri m or di al f or est. T h er e, t h e 
pr ot a g o nist is s e e ki n g r ef u g e n ot fr o m t h e i n d u stri ali z e d s o ci et y, b ut fr o m t h e br ut al sl a v e 
s yst e m w hi c h is t h or o u g hl y e ntr e n c h e d i n all as p e ct s of s o ci al, p oliti c al, a n d ci vi c lif e. 
W a s hi n gt o n “ s h u ns t h e c h ur c h, t h e alt ar, a n d t h e gr e at c o n gr e g ati o n of C hristi a n 
w or s hi p p er s, a n d w a n d er s a w a y t o t h e gl o o m y f or e st, t o utt er i n t h e v a c a nt air c o m pl ai nt s 
a n d gri efs, w hi c h t h e r eli gi o n of his ti m e s a n d his c o u ntr y c a n n eit h er c o ns ol e n or 
r eli e v e”  ( D o u gl a ss 9). 
T his is als o e vi d e nt i n t h e us e of lit er ar y el e m e nt s li k e i m a g er y a n d m et a p h or s i n 
t h e w or ks. H e dis c u ss e s h o w t h e wi n d “ si g h e d a n d m o a n e d s orr o wf ull y ”  ar o u n d t h e 
h o us e a n d b ar n j ust as h a d wit h H est er a n d Di m m e s d al e i n T h e S c arl et L ett er  ( D o u gl as s 
1 1). H e als o dis c us s e s t h e “ ….j ar t hr o u g h all t h e s u btl e c h a m b er s of t h e mi n d ”  ( 1 1). 
T h es e p o eti c s e nti m e nt s ar e i m pl e m e nt e d t o i nstill t h e f a ct t h at r e a d er s ar e i m bi bi n g t h e 
w or k of a n d e d u c at e d i n di vi d u al, f or m all y or n ot. T his w arr a nt s a s u bt l e s e ns e of 
si mil arit y of e difi c ati o n f or t h e r e a d er s. D o u gl a ss als o us es r o m a nti c l a n g u a g e w h e n h e 
d es cri b es, “ Li k e a g ui di n g st ar o n a st or m y ni g ht, h e is s e e n t hr o u g h t h e p art e d cl o u ds a n d 
t h e h o wli n g t e m p e st s; or li k e t h e gr e at p e a k of a m e n a ci n g r o c k o n a p eril o u s c o ast, h e is 
s e e n t h e q ui v eri n g fl as k of a n gr y li g hti n g, a n d h e a g ai n dis a p p e ar s c o v er e d i n m yst er y ”  
( D o u gl as 5).  D o u gl a ss m ast erf ull y us e s t h e n at ur al i m a g er y t o arr est t h e r e a d er, t h us 
ill ustr ati n g a pri m ar y t e n et of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m.  
Li k e m o st ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r o m a nti c fi cti o n r o m a nti c writ er s, D o u gl as s utili z es 
m a n y e x a m pl es f or n at ur al i m a g er y t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el. “ E v er y br e e z e of t h e Atl a nti c 
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m a y h a v e s p o k e n of “ c o ur a g e a n d li b ert y, ”  b ut t h e o c e a n t ur ns o ut t o b e n o m or e fr e e 
t h a n Vir gi ni a n s oil, si n c e t h e fr e e d o m of W a s hi n gt o n a n d his c o m p a n y is n ot s e c ur e d 
u ntil t h e y ar e wit hi n t h e p al e of t h e Britis h e m pir e ”  ( Wils o n 4 6 4). T hr o u g h o ut t h e 
n o v ell a, n at ur e is al m o st pr es e nt e d as a n a d d iti o n al c h ar a ct er t h at et er n all y list e ns a n d 
m o ur n s f or it s u nf ort u n at e visit or s. D o u gl a ss pr es e nt s n at ur e as n ot o nl y t h e pl a c e t h at 
M a dis o n c a n s e e k r ef u g e, b ut als o t h e o nl y pl a c e w h er e h e c a n pr a y as w ell. I n f a ct, 
D o u gl a ss pr es e nt s n at ur e as if it w h e r e p art a n d p ar c el of G o d it s elf.  W h e n List w ell 
o v er h e ar s hi m, “ t h e s p e e c h of M a dis o n r u n g t hr o u g h t h e c h a m b er s of his s o ul, a n d 
vi br at e d t hr o u g h his e ntir e fr a m e ”  ( D o u gl ass 9). T h e t h e m e of t h e n o v ell a is t h at “ G o d 
a n d N at ur e will c oll a b or at e t o  bri n g a b o ut t h e e n d of sl a v er y  ( W alt er 2 3 9). H o w e v er, t h e 
r e a d er m u st l e ar n a b o ut t h e p ast a n d pr es e nt of sl a v er y i n or d er t o bri n g a u di e n c es t o t h e 
c o n cl u si o n t h at h u m a n b ei n g s d o pl a y s o m e r ol e i n t h e pr o c ess.  
A p p e ali n g a g ai nst t o t h e ar c h et y p e of t h e c o m m o n as h er o, “ or di n ar y p e o pl e as 
o p p o s e d t o l e a d er s, i n or d er t o fi n d o n e's pl a c e i n t h e di vi n el y g ui d e d dr a m a t h at is 
u nf ol di n g. B ut w h et h er or n ot t h e y r e ali z e it, all of t h e c h ar a ct er s i n t h e st or y, i n cl u di n g  
r a cist s a n d sl a v e tr a d er s, b e c o m e t h e a g e nt s of a b oliti o n a n d t h e i n e x or a bl e l o gi c of 
A m eri c a n hist or y ”  ( W alt er 2 3 9). W h e n d es cri bi n g t h e cli m a cti c  s c e n e of t h e sl a v e r e v olt, 
D o u gl a ss writ es, “ T h e wi n d h o wl e d f uri o usl y –  t h e o c e a n w as w hit e wit h f o a m, w hic h … 
w e c o ul d o nl y s e e b y t h e q ui c k fl a s h e s o n li g ht e ni n g t h at d art e d a cr o ss t h e a n gr y s k y ”  
( 4 9). H er e, D o u gl ass us es n at ur al i m a g er y t o p er s o nif y n at ur e i n s u c h a w a y t h at is s er v e s 
as a n a d diti o n al c h ar a ct er i n t h e st or y. I n a s e ns e, n at ur e e m b o di es t h e m o o d a n d t o n e of 
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t h e e v e nt s t a ki n g pl a c e i n t h e st or y –  w h et h er t h e y ar e f ull of a d v e nt ur e a n d e x cit e m e nt, 
or tr a gi c a n d f orl or n.  
I n t h e s ev e nt e e nt h a n d ei g ht e e nt h c e nt uri es , artist s a n d writ er s e m br a c e d t h e c ult 
of t h e n o bl e s a v a g e. H o w e v er, b y t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, artist s oft e n t ur n e d t h eir 
s y m b ols t o d o m esti c r at h er t h a n e x oti c s o ur c es. A m eri c a ns st art e d l o o ki n g t o f ol k t al es, 
l e g e n d s, a n d ot h er art  f or ms, fr o m p e o pl e  w h o us e d t h e l a n g u a g e of c o m m o n m e n, n ot a n 
artifi ci al p o eti c di cti o n . T his all u d es t o t h e m o v e m e nt of y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e b ei n g g o o d, 
a n d f or m all y e d u c at e d s o p histi c ati o n b e c o mi n g l e s s of a d esir a bl e g o al . A n ot h er attri b ut e 
t h at t h at r o m a nti c writ er s us e d a n d c o v et e d w as t h e us e of i m a gi n ati o n o v er r e alit y, oft e n 
i ns pir e d fr o m m yt h, f ol kl or e, a n d l e g e n d. S y m b olis m, m yt h, a n d l e g e n d w er e gi v e n gr e at 
pr o mi n e n c e i n t h e R o m a nti c c o n c e pti o n of art. I n t h e R o m a nti c vi e w, s y m b ols w er e t h e 
h u m a n a est h eti c t h at c orr el at es  n at ur e's e m bl e m ati c l a n g u a g e. T h e y w er e v al u e d t o o 
b e c a us e t h e y c o ul d si m ult a n e o usl y s u g g est m a n y i nt ert wi ni n g i d e a s a n d w er e t h us 
t h o u g ht s u p eri or t o t h e o n e-t o-o n e c o m m u ni c ati o ns of all e g or y.  
S o m eti m es, R o m a nti cs us e d e x oti c l o c al es t o ill ustr at e t h e n at ur al e n vir o n m e nt. I n 
T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , Wils o n writ es, t h e m o me nt ar y d e pi cti o n of N as s a u as a pl a c e t h at 
h ol ds t h e et h er e al r esi d u e s of r a ci al b el o n gi n g all o w e d D o u gl as s t o pr es e nt t h e 
dis e m b ar ki n g of W a s hi n gt o n a n d his cr e w, i n t h e pr es e n c e of “ a c c o m p a n y of bl a c k 
s ol di er s”  w h o all o w t h e i ns ur g e nt s t o m ar c h i nt o a s y m p at h eti c cr o w d ( 1 6 3), as a ki n d of 
h o m e c o mi n g ”  ( Wils o n 4 5 3). W h e n dis c u ssi n g t h e r ole R o m a nti cis m pl a ys i n t his p orti o n, 
h e a d ds, “ T his r o m a nti ci z e d p ortr a y al d e p e n ds o n t h e r e c o g niti o n of a s p e cifi c ki n d of 
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bl a c k p oliti c al li b er ati o n –  o n e pr e mis e d o n e m a n ci p ati o n r at h er t h a n vi ol e nt r e v ol uti o n ”  
( 4 5 3). T h e p ort at N ass a u w as i d e ali z e d b e c a us e Brit ai n h a d e n d e d sl a v er y t h er e i n 1 8 3 3.  
D o u gl a ss b asi c all y u n d er s c or es Brit ai n as a n e x a m pl e f or t h e U nit e d St at es t o f oll o w, a n d 
it s u g g est s t h e B a h a m a s as a s p a ce of “ tr a ns n ati o n al bl a c k n es s”  ( 4 5 3). 
 
P o etr y i n T h e H er oi c S l a v e 
W hil e t h e c h ar a ct eristi cs of t h e r o m a nti c h er o a n d t h e e x alt ati o n of n at ur e a n d 
n at ur al i m a g er y w as pr o mi n e nt i n lit er at ur e d uri n g t h e 1 8 5 0s, at t h e s a m e ti m e, 
R o m a nti c s g a v e gr e at er att e nti o n b ot h t o d es cri bi n g n at ur al p h e n o m e n a a c c ur at el y a n d t o 
c a pt uri n g “ s e ns u o us n u a n c e ” . T his is as tr u e of R o m a nti c l a n ds c a p e p ai nti n g as it is of 
R o m a nti c n at ur e p o etr y. A c c ur a c y of o bs er v ati o n, h o w e v er, w as n ot s o u g ht f or it s o w n 
s a k e. R o m a nti c n at ur e p o etr y is ess e nti all y a p o etr y of m e dit ati o n ( “ G ui d e ” ). I n t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, m a n y R o m a nti cs vi e w e d p o etr y as t h e hi g h e st e x pr essi o n of t h e 
i m a gi n ati o n. T his is als o a n i d e a a d h er e d t o b y A m eri c a n a n d Britis h r e a d er s d uri n g t h e 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y. As s u c h, p o etr y is e vi d e nt t hr o u g h o ut T h e H er oi c Sl a v e . Li k e s e v er al 
ot h er fi cti o n al w or ks writt e n at t h e ti m e, t h e 6 7 -p a g e n o v ell a st art s wit h a p o e m. O n e of 
t h e m o st b asi c t e n et s of R o m a nti c fr o m is t h e us e of p o etr y. “ Ot h er as p e ct s of 
R o m a nti cis m w er e i nt ert wi n e d wit h t h e c o n c e pt s of e m oti o n, l yri c p o etr y,  a n d t h e s elf. 
T his e v e nt u all y l e d t o a pr o mi n e n c e f or fir st -p er s o n l yri c p o etr y n e v er r e c or d e d i n a n y 
pr e vi o us p eri o d ”  (“ G ui d e ” ). 
T h o m as M o or e, Iris h p o et, si n g er, s o n g writ er, a n d e nt ert ai n er, w h o ir o ni c all y di e d 
t h e s a m e y e ar t h at T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  w as i n iti all y p u blis h e d, w hil e n ot e x pli citl y 
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r e v ol uti o n ar y, f a v or e d a n i n d e p e n d e nt Ir el a n d a n d C at h oli c r e b elli o n. “ H e is t y pi c all y 
c o nsi d er e d t o b e t h e b ar d of Ir el a n d, alt h o u g h h e di d writ e criti c all y of sl a v er y i n t h e 
U nit e d St at es as t h e p o e m D o u gl as s cit es  all u d es t o ”  ( M a y or 2 8). W hil e D o u gl ass d o es 
n ot d el v e d e e pl y i nt o t h e pli g ht of t h e Iris h, h e d o es g o o n t o us e p art of a p o e m b y 
T h o m as M o or e as a n e pi gr a p h i n P art F o ur of t h e st or y.  
O h, w h er e’s t h e sl a v e s o l o wl y  
C o n d e m n’ d t o c h ai ns u n h ol y,  
W h o c o ul d h e b ur st  
His b o n ds at fir st  
W o ul d pi n e b e n e at h t h e m sl o wl y ? ( 4 1)  
 
M o or e’s p o e m dir e ctl y a d dr es s es A m eri c a n sl a v er y a n d a g ai n s er v e s t o j ustif y r e b elli o n 
a n d vi ol e nt r e v olt. B y ar g ui n g t h at a n y sl a v e, gi v e n t h e o p p ort u nit y, w o ul d d o a n yt hi n g t o 
es c a p e,  M o or e’s p o e m pr o vi d e s j u stifi c ati o n f or sl a v e u prisi n gs. D o u gl a ss, b y usi n g 
M o or e, r ef er e n c e s p o etr y t h at b ot h dir e ctl y a d dr ess es t h e o p pr essi o n i n t h e U nit e d St at es 
a n d c o n n e ct s it t o M o or e’s o w n hist or y of Iris h r e b elli o n ( M a y or 2 9). 
 
E l e v at e d L a n g u a g e i n T h e H er oi c S l a v e 
A n ot h er o n e of t h e pri m ar y attri b ut es t h at ali g ns T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  wit h ot h er 
w or ks of r o m a nti c fi cti o n is t h e us e  of el e v at e d l a n g u a g e. It s h o ul d als o b e n ot e d t h at all 
of t h e pri m ar y c h ar a ct er s i n t h e n o v ell a u s e “ a fl a wl e ss f or m of t h e Ki n g's E n glis h, w hi c h 
is i n st ar k c o ntr ast t o t h e pr of a n e, gr a m m ati c all y i n c orr e ct sl a n g us e d b y t h e st or y's r a cist 
c h ar a ct er s ”  ( W alt er s 2 3 7). “ T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  r e v er b er at es wit h c o m p o u n d e d v oi c e s 
s p e e c h e s, di al o g u es, s olil o q ui e s, a n d a ut h ori al i nt erj e cti o ns t h at f or m t h e c o nst ell ati o n of 
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dis c o ur s e u n d erl yi n g D o u gl ass's wis h t o hist ori ci z e Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns a n d t h us 
tr a nsf or ms t h e n arr ati v e t o a f or m of n ati o n al all e g or y ”  ( Wils o n 4 5 5). 
B e c a us e of a disti n cti o n i n cl a ss a n d st at us a m o n g m a n y p o p ul ar A m eri c a n 
r o m a nti cist s, t h er e w as a s e ns e t h at p u blis h e d writ er s h a d s o m e f or m al e d u c ati o n, a n d, if 
t h e y h a d n ot, still l e ar n e d t o writ e i n a n el e v at e d m a n n er. T h e y als o r efr ai n e d fr o m 
writi n g  i n c o m m o n or c oll o q ui al di al e ct s. As s u c h, R o m a nti c n o v els writt e n b y Afri c a n -
A m eri c a ns als o us e el e v at e d l a n g u a g e i n t h eir w or ks. D o u gl as s als o us es t h e f or m al 
di cti o n, fi g ur ati v e l a n g u a g e, a n d t h e l oft y v o c a b ul ar y t h at w as e x e m pli fi e d i n t h e a g e of 
R o m a nti cis m, b ut w as l at er s h u n n e d as A m eri c a n lit er ar y t ast es s hift e d t o w ar d A m eri c a n 
R e alis m aft er t h e st art of t h e Ci vil W ar a n d i nt o t h e t ur n of t h e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y. L at er, 
at t h e e n d of t h e n o v ell a, T o m Gr a nt will a d mit t h at W as hi n gt o n's lit er a c y ai d e d his bi d 
f or fr e e d o m. “ His w or ds w er e w ell c h o s e n, a n d his pr o n u n ci ati o n is e q u al t o t h at of a n y 
s c h o ol m ast er. It w as a m yst er y w h er e h e g ot his k n o wl e d g e of l a n g u a g e; b ut as littl e w as 
s ai d t o hi m, n o n e of us k n e w t h e e xt e nt of his i nt elli g e n c e a n d a bilit y u ntil it w as t o o l at e ”  
( D o u gl as s 4 6). Wils o n writ es, “ T h e n o v ell a i nti m at es t h at it is n o l e ss W as hi n gt o n's 
lit er a c y t h a n his us e of t h at lit er a c y a s a v e hi cl e t o es p o us e d e m o cr ati c i d e als t h at 
ess e nti all y m a k es W a s hi n gt o n a n A m eri c a n. I n f a ct, s h e ass ert s t h at alt h o u g h t h e n arr at or 
s p e a ks of W a s hi n gt o n's str e n gt h, f ortit u d e, a n d p ers e v er a n c e, t h e y ar e c o n c e al e d t o m a k e 
hi m p al at a bl e t o his r e a di n g a u di e n c e ( 4 6 3). S h e c o nti n u es, “ T h u s, pr o p er s p e e c h, 
t o g et h er wit h a n o bl e pl a c e of ori gi n, si g nifi e s W as hi n gt o n's i n cl usi o n i n a ‘le giti m at e ”  
n ati o n al c o m m u nit y. D o u gl a ss als o i m pli citl y d e v al u e s a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c ult ur al 
i d e ntit y b y r e n d eri n g W a s hi n gt o n's “ bl a c k n es s ”  m er el y cir c u mst a nti al a n d b y stri p pi n g 
6 2  
 
hi m of a S o ut h er n sl a v e di al e ct m a y h a v e s e e m e d i n c o ns e q u e nti al i n li g ht of t h e p o ssi bl e 
r e w ar ds of a u nifi e d, all-A m eri c a n p oliti c al i d e ntit y ”  ( W alt er 2 3 7-2 3 8). E v e n as a l o wl y 
sl a v e, w h e n l a m e nti n g his c o n diti o n, t h e pr ot a g o nist us es t h e m o st el o q u e nt a n d p o eti c 
l a n g u a g e. “ W h at , t h e n, is lif e t o m e ? It is ai ml es s a n d w ort hl e ss, a n d w or s e t h a n 
w ort hl es s. T h o s e bir ds, p er c h e d o n y o n s wi n gi n g b o u g hs, i n fri e n dl y c o n cl a v e, s o u n di n g 
f ort h t h eir m err y n ot es i n s e e mi n g w or s hi p of t h e risi n g s u n, t h o u g h li a bl e t o t h e 
s p ort s m a n's f o wli n g -pi e c e, ar e still m y s u p eri or s. T h e y li v e fr e e, t h o u g h t h e y m a y di e 
sl a v es.... B ut w h at is fr e e d o m t o m e, or I t o it ? I a m a sl a v e, b or n a sl a v e, a n a bj e ct 
sl a v e... ”  ( D o u gl as s 6) 
I n P art T w o of t h e b o o k, D o u gl a ss b e gi ns wit h a S h a k e s p e ar e a n q u ot e t h at is 
r e n o w n e d a m o n gst lit er ar y pr of es si o n als. S c h ol ar, Eli z a b et h M a y or, n ot es t h at “ r at h er 
t h a n ali g ni n g M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n wit h a n y o n e S h a k e s p e ar e a n h er o, D o u gl as s us es 
S h a k e s p e ar e t o  dis c u s s t h e l ar g er iss u e of r e b elli o n ”  ( M a y or 1 2). H e us es t h e b e gi n ni n g 
of a s c e n e fr o m S h a k e s p e ar e’s H e nr y VI  i n w hi c h t h er e is a m ur d er a b o ar d a s hi p f or t h e 
i ntr o d u ct or y q u ot e of t h e s e c o n d p art of t h e n o v el.  
T h e g a u d y, b a b bli n g a n d r e m or s ef ul d a y  
Is cr e pt i nt o t h e b o s o m of t h e s e a;  
A n d n o w l o u d -h o wli n g w ol v e s ar o us e t h e j a d es  
T h at Dr a g t h e tr a gi c m el a n c h ol y ni g ht;  
W h o wit h t h eir dr o ws y, sl o w, a n d fl a g gi n g wi n gs  
Cli p d e a d m e n’ s gr a v e s, a n d fr o m t h eir mist y j a ws  
Br e at h e f o ul c o nt a gi o ns, d ar k n ess i n t h e air 
( 2 H e nr y VI I V.i. 1-1 4).  
 
T h e af or e m e nti o n e d e pi gr a p h is fr o m S c e n e 2 of H e nr y VI w h er e t h e pri n ci p al vill ai n of 
t h e pl a y, Willi a m d e l a P o ol e, 4t h E arl of S uff ol k, is kill e d a b o ar d a s hi p aft er b ei n g 
b a nis h e d. As D o u gl as s att e m pt s t o c o nt e xt u ali z e a n d p o ssi bl y j ustif y M a dis o n 
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W a s hi n gt o n’s r e v olt t h at kill e d o n e w hit e m a n a b o ar d t h e Cr e ol e, M a y or a d ds, “ W hil e 
H e nr y c a n n ot e v er ass ert his a g e n c y or b e a tr u e h er o, i n t h e m or al e c o n o m y of t h e pl a y, 
t h e d e at h of S uff ol k is j ustifi e d. I n or d er t o c o nti n u e t o j ustif y M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n’s 
f ut ur e vi ol e n c e, D o u gl a ss i ntr o d u c es t his e pi gr a p h t o fr a m e M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n’s f ut ur e 
a cti o ns ”  ( M a y or 2 7). D o u gl ass us es his S h a k es p e ar e a n e pi gr a p h t o all u d e t o a j ustifi e d 
killi n g w hil e a b o ar d a s hi p. B y d oi n g t his, h e s et s t h e st a g e t h e f ut ur e a cti o ns t h at 
M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n will ulti m at el y t a k e. “ B y a v oi di n g t y p e c a sti n g M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n as a s p e cifi c S h a k es p e ar e a n  c h ar a ct er, D o u gl as s is a bl e t o us e S h a k es p e ar e 
as a c ult ur al r ef er e n c e p oi nt a n d c o nt e xt f or his h er o wit h o ut li miti n g M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n t o a n all u si o n ”  ( M a y or 1 3). 
T h e fir st s olil o q u y t h at List w ell o v er h e ar s, i n w hi c h W as hi n gt o n d e cl ar es, 
“ Li b ert y I wil l h a v e, or di e i n t h e att e m pt t o g ai n it,”  cl e arl y e c h o es P atri c k H e nr y's 
f a m o us st at e m e nt b ef or e t h e Vir gi ni a As s e m bl y i n M ar c h 1 7 7 5, i n w hi c h h e pr o cl ai m e d, 
“ Gi v e m e li b ert y, or gi v e m e d e at h ” . O n e of t h e m o m e nt s i n t h e t e xt w h er e t h e r e a d er 
g ai ns e vi d e n c e t h at T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  is a n e x er cis e i n li b er ati o n t hr o u g h lit er a c y f or b ot h 
t h e a ut h or a n d pr ot a g o nist o c c ur s i n t h e cl o si n g li n es of W as hi n gt o n's fir st s olil o q u y: “ If I 
a m c a u g ht, I s h all o nl y b e a sl a v e. If I a m s h ot, I s h all o nl y l o s e a lif e w hi c h i s a b ur d e n 
a n d a c ur s e. If I g et cl e ar, ( as s o m et hi n g t ells m e I s h all,) li b ert y, t h e i n ali e n a bl e birt hri g ht 
of e v er y m a n, pr e ci o us a n d pri c el e ss, will b e mi n e. M y r es ol uti o n is fi x e d. I s h all b e fr e e ”  
( D o u gl as s 7). T h e el o q u e n c e a n d e ar n e st n es s of M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n’s p hr asi n g o nl y 
c alls i nt o q u esti o n t h e c h ar a ct er of t h o s e w h o w o ul d d e n y hi m fr e e d o m, a n d f urt h er 
e n g e n d er e d r e a d er s t o his c a u s e. D o u gl a ss i nt e n d s t o d e pi ct M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n as a n 
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u ns u n g A m eri c a n h er o, u nr e c o g ni z e d b y a n y hist ori c al a c c o u nt s. B y r el ati n g M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n t o o n e of t h e hist ori c al pl a ys of Willi a m S h a k es p e ar e, D o u gl a ss is all o w e d t o 
pr es e nt his fi cti o n al a c c o u nt i n a Britis h, S h a k e s p e ar e a n, hist ori c al, a n d h er oi c c o nt e xt.  
B e c a us e d uri n g S h a k e s p e ar e’s ti m e, t h er e w er e Britis h a n d Iris h r e v olt s t a ki n g 
pl a c e a s w ell, D o u gl a ss w as a bl e t o us e t h at c o nt e xt t o ti e i n t h e hist ori c al, lit er ar y, a n d 
c ult ur al c o n n e cti o n t h at w o ul d h a v e r es o n at e d wit h m a n y ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er s. B y 
r el ati n g t h e e v e nt s of t h e r e b elli o n t o S h a k es p e ar e, D o u gl a ss el e v at es b ot h M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n a n d li n ks hi m t o t h e A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n, a n d i n t ur n, a gl o b al str u g gl e f or 
fr e e d o m fr o m o p pr ess or s. D o u gl as s w as als o c al c ul at e d i n h o w h e c h o s e t h e a d diti o n al 
e pi gr a p hs t h at h e us es t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el. “ E x p a n di n g his e pi gr a p h fr a m e w or k fr o m a 
S h a k e s p e ar e pl a y wit h a n Iris h r e v olt t o a n Iris h p o et all o ws D o u gl as s t o us e all usi o ns t o 
S h a k e s p e ar e i n a w a y t h at D o u gl as s hi ms elf c o ntr ols ”  ( M a y or 2 9).  I nst e a d of tr yi n g t o 
m a k e M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n’s st or y fit i nt o a S h a k es p e ar e a n c h ar a ct er or pl otli n e, 
D o u gl a ss e v o k es S h a k e s p e ar e i n or d er t o fr a m e W as hi n gt o n’ s r e v ol uti o n ar y n at ur e ot h er 
t h a n di ct ati n g it. As a r es ult, fr a mi n g t h e p art s of t h e n arr ati v e wit h t h es e e pi gr a p h s s er v e 
t o f urt h er his p ur p o s e. D o u gl a ss als o us es t h e e pi gr a p hs a n d t h e M a dis o n’s s oli l oq u y t o 
f urt h er his p oi nt s. “ W hil e t h e e pi gr a p hs pl a c e t h e st or y of M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n wit hi n a 
S h a k e s p e ar e a n, di g nifi e d c o nt e xt, D o u gl a ss us e s t h e s olil o q u y t o  c o n n e ct M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n’s h u m a nit y t o t h at of S h a k es p e ar e a n h er o es ”  ( M a y or 2 9). I n d oi n g t his, 
D o u gl a ss a u g m e nt s his S h a k es p e ar e a n all usi o n a n d dis pl a ys t h e pr ot a g o nist as a h er o i n 
his o w n ri g ht. M a y or a d ds, “ B y u si n g t h e s olil o q u y i n p arti c ul ar, D o u g l ass fr a m e s 
M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n as a n i nt elli g e nt m a n wit h u n d e ni a bl e p er s o n h o o d ”  ( 2 9). T his is 
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e x e m plifi e d t hr o u g h  his us e of or ati o n, w hi c h D o u gl a ss us e s t o c o n v e y W as hi n gt o n’s  
n at ur al i nt elli g e n c e . 
W h e n D o u gl as s, hi ms elf d eli v er e d s p e e c h e s t o v ari o us a u d i e n c es, h e h a d t o 
m ai nt ai n a l e v el of e d u c ati o n a n d r efi n e m e nt i n or d er t o b e t a k e n s eri o usl y i n c ert ai n 
cir cl es. As s u c h, h e pr es e nt s M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n’ s l e v el of e d u c ati o n i n si mil ar w a y. 
Eli z a b et h M a y er writ es, “ T h at M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n d eli v er e d a n i m p r o m pt u s olil o q u y i n 
p erf e ct A m eri c a n E n glis h w o ul d h a v e i m pr es s e d his n at ur al i nt elli g e n c e u p o n t h e r e a d er ”  
( 2 9). S h e a d ds t h at, s olil o q ui e s “ c o n v e y a l e v el of h o n e st y t h at is n ot g u ar a nt e e d i n 
di al o g u e b et w e e n c h ar a ct er s ”  ( 2 9). D o u gl a ss’s s olil o q ui es r e pr es e nt h o n est dis c o ur s e 
b et w e e n t h e c h ar a ct er a n d t h e a u di e n c e, m a ki n g t h e a u di e n c e li k e a cl o s e c o nfi d a nt . 
D o u gl a ss us e s t his h o n e st y t o pr es e nt M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n as a m a n of i nt e grit y t o 
List w ell, t h e w hit e list e n er.  B y all o wi n g t h e pr ot a g o nist t o c o n v e y his t h o u g ht t o t h e 
r e a d er t hr o u g h S h a k es p e ar e a n s olil o q u y, D o u gl a ss is a bl e t o p ortr a y W as hi n gt o n as a 
tr ust w ort h y p er s o n. H e d o es t his b y c ar ef ull y d et aili n g t h e m a n n er i n w hi c h List w ell 
o v er h e ar s is p er s o n al r efl e cti o n i n t h e s e cl u d e d w o o ds.   B e c a u s e W as hi n gt o n will b e 
c o m mitti n g a ct s of vi ol e n c e l at er i n t h e st or y, D o u gl a ss c h o s e t o d e m o nstr at e 
W a s hi n gt o n’s h o n e st y a n d si n c erit y t o a w hit e a u di e n c e w h o m a y f e ar t h e i d e a of a n 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p er s o n w h o f o u g ht or e v e n kill e d i n p ur s uit of li b ert y. M a y er writ es , 
“ T o h el p j ustif y his l at er vi ol e n c e, D o u gl as s us es a s olil o q u y t o i ntr o d u c e M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n’s r e as o ns f or r e v olti n g i n a n o p e n a n d tr ust w ort h y w a y. T h e c o nt e nt of t h e 
s olil o q u y it s elf is r e mi nis c e nt of H a ml et as M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n d e b at es t h e m e a ni n g of 
his lif e a n d p o ssi bilit y f or li b ert y ”  ( 3 0). Ill u str ati n g t his p oi nt, D o u gl a ss writ es, “ W h at, 
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t h e n, is lif e t o m e ? It is ai ml e ss a n d w ort hl es s, a n d w or s e t h a n w ort hl e ss... C a n it b e t h at I 
d ar e n ot r u n a w a y ? P eris h t h e t h o u g ht, I d ar e d o a n yt hi n g w hi c h m a y b e d o n e b y 
a n ot h er …I a m n o c o w ar d. Li b ert y I will h a v e, or di e i n t h e att e m pt t o g ai n it ”  ( D o u gl a ss 
5 -6). T his is n e arl y a dir e ct all usi o n t o P atri c k H e nr y’ s f a m o us pr o cl a m ati o n i n t h e 
S p e e c h t o t h e Vir gi ni a C o n v e nti o n.  
D uri n g his r efl e cti o n  o n t h e m e a ni n g of lif e, D o u gl ass us e s M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n’s s p e e c h t o ti e t o g et h er t h e i d e als of t h e A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n wit h t h e 
t h e m e s of S h a k e s p e ar e a n S olil o q u y, t h us el e v ati n g W as hi n gt o n a b o v e t h e r a n ks of a 
l o wl y sl a v e i n t h e mi n d s of his r e a d er s.  E ve n t h o u g h h e “ pr a cti c all y q u ot es P atri c k 
H e nr y w hil e e n g a gi n g i n a S h a k es p e ar e a n s olil o q u y ”  ( M a y er 3 0), t h e f a ct t h at h e us es 
S h a k e s p e ar e t o hi g hli g ht t h e ir o ni c c o ntr a di cti o n t h at M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n hi ms elf 
w o ul d b e fr e e o n Britis h s oil, b ut i nst e a d, h e i s “ a n A m eri c a n h er o w h o is o nl y s et fr e e 
u n d er t h e s u p p o s e dl y t yr a n ni c al Britis h l a w ”  ( 3 0). As s u c h, t h es e n oti o ns s er v e t o 
u n d er mi n e t h e s u p p o s e d i d e als of t h e n e w A m eri c a n r e p u bli c.  
 
T h e m es of N ati o n alis m i n T h e H er oi c S l a v e 
Alt h o u g h t h e m es of n ati o n a lis m w er e m or e oft e n us e d i n ei g ht e e nt h c e nt ur y 
lit er at ur e a n d r h et ori c, t h e fir st tri o of Afri c a n-A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s o p e n l y u s e d  
t h e m e s of n ati o n alis m i n or d er t o p oi nt o ut t h e h y p o cris y i n h a vi n g a g o v er n m e nt t h at 
f o u g ht f or i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d fr e e d o m fr o m E n gl a n d, b ut at t h e s a m e ti m e, c o n d o n e a n d 
pr o m ot e t h e c o nti n u e d est a blis h m e nt of c h att el sl a v er y.  D o u gl as s cr e at e d a t h e m e of 
n ati o n alis m a n d u nifi c ati o n i n s u c h a w a y t h at t h e w hit e r e a d er w o ul d fi n d t h e st or y’s 
6 7  
 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n pr ot a g o nist m or e e n d e ari n g. H e hi g hli g ht s t h e n ati o n alist cl ai ms t h at 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er s e m br a c e d. H e a d h er e d t o a n d e v e n c el e br at e d t h e A m eri c a n 
i d e als of li b ert y a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e, t h us f ull er i nstilli n g t h e i d e a of a tr u e r o m a nti c h er o as 
his pl a c e as a r o m a nti c h er o. Si mil arl y, D o u gl as s hi ms elf, s o u g ht t o g ai n a c c e pt a n c e or 
cr e d e n c e i n a n ar e n a i n w hi c h his w or ks w o ul d c o n vi n c e ot h er s, es p e ci all y i n a n 
e n vir o n m e nt i n w hi c h t h e m ar k et w as s at ur at e d wit h n o v els writt e n b y w hit e s o ut h er n er s 
t h at s p o k e b e ni g nl y a b o ut sl a v er y a n d t h at eit h er pr o p o s e d it s c o nti n u ati o n or t h at bl a c k 
A m eri c a ns r et ur n t o t h e Afri c a n c o u ntr y of Li b eri a. T his w as a p o p ul ar s e nti m e nt h el d b y 
f a cti o ns of s o ut h er n er s i n t h e mi d dl e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y.  
I n P art T w o of t h e n arr ati v e, aft er List w ell ai d s M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n i n s e e ki n g 
p ass a g e t o C a n a d a, t h e n e wl y c o n v ert e d a b oliti o nist r e c ei v es a l ett er t h at W as hi n gt o n is 
o ut of t h e w o o ds at l ast. H e e x pl ai ns, “ I n estl e i n t h e n a m e of t h e Britis h li o n, pr ot e ct e d 
b y t h e  mi g ht y p a w fr o m t h e t al o ns a n d t h e b e a k of t h e A m eri c a n e a gl e, I a m fr e e, a n d 
br e at h e a n at m o s p h er e t o o p ur e f or sl a v e s, sl a v e -h u nt er s, or sl a v e -h ol d er s ”  ( D o u gl a ss 2 6). 
Usi n g  cl e ar s y m b oli c a n d n ati o n alisti c i m a g er y, W as hi n gt o n p ai nt s Brit ai n as t h e h er oi c 
s a vi or t h at pr ot e ct s hi m, w hil e, at t h e s a m e ti m e, pr es e nti n g A m eri c a as t h e vill ai n o us 
a nt a g o nist  fr o m w hi c h n o bl e W a s hi n gt o n m ust es c a p e. D o u gl ass t a k es t h e e ntir e 
ar g u m e nt of A m eri c a n li b ert y a n d Britis h t yr a n n y a n d r e v er s es t h e n oti o ns t o p ai nt a 
s e e mi n gl y m or e a c c ur at e  vi e w of r e alit y. Wils o n writ es, “ I n a n o v ell a t h at s e e ks t h e 
gr a nti n g of citi z e ns hi p t o Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n t h e U nit e d St at es, W as hi n gt o n's l ett er 
i n v ert s t h e ass u m e d s y m b ols of fr e e d o m a n d li b ert y”  ( Wils o n 1 2 1). H e als o e x pl ai ns t h at  
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i nst e a d of usi n g t h e m or e c o m m o n s y m b ol f or Brit ai n, t h e cr o w n, D o u gl as s us es t h e li o n 
t o p ortr a y a m or e a ni m alisti c or n at ur al s y m b ol t o c o nt e nt wit h t h e A m eri c a n e a gl e.  
Alt h o u g h D o u gl ass, n or t h e n arr at or n e v er cl ai m t h at t h e y ar e e q u al t o P atri c k 
H e nr y, S a m u el A d a ms, or G e or g e W as hi n gt o n, h e us es his disti n cti o n as a m et h o d of 
i nsisti n g t h at t h e s a m e pri n ci pl es t h at i n cit e d t h e c ol o nist s t o r e v olt a g ai nst t h e Britis h ar e 
t h e s a m e pri n ci pl e s t h at i n cit e d e nsl a v e d Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns t o r e v olt. U nli k e tr a d iti o n al 
sl a v e n arr at or s, w hi c h m e a n r el a y e d t h e e v e nt s of o n e’s lif e a n d e x p eri e n c es, D o u gl as s 
m a st erf ull y u s es v er b al dis c o ur s e t o w e a v e v ari o us s o ci al m es s a g es t hr o u g h o ut t h e t al e. 
As a n e xt e nsi o n of t his t h e m e, i n l at er v er si o ns of t h e st or y, M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n is 
p ortr a y e d as a f o u n di n g f at h er of bl a c k li b er ati o n m o v e m e nt s a n d e v e nt u all y a c c e pt e d 
i nt o p o p ul ar n ati o n al bl a c k li b er ati o n m yt h ol o gi es. T h e n arr at or e ns ur es t h at M a dis o n 
W a s hi n gt o n st a n ds as a n ati o n al h er o, “ L et t h o s e a c c o u nt f or it w h o c a n, b ut t h er e st a n ds 
t h e f a ct, t h at a m a n w h o l o v e d li b ert y as w ell a s di d P atri c k H e nr y, w h o d es er v e d it as 
m u c h as T h o m a s J eff er s o n, a n d w h o f o u g ht f or it wit h a v al or as hi g h, a n ar m a s str o n g, 
a n d a g ai nst o d ds as gr e at, as h e w h o l e d all t h e ar mi es of t h e A m eri c a n c ol o ni e s t hr o u g h 
t h e gr e at w ar f or fr e e d o m a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e, li v es n o w o nl y i n t h e c h att el r e c or ds of his 
n ati v e St at e ”  ( D o u gl a ss 4). B y a d o pti n g t h e r h et ori c of A m eri c a n n ati o n alis m, D o u gl as s 
w as f or c e d t o d o w n pl a y ot h er iss u es t h at w er e p erti n e n t t o Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns i n t h e 
1 8 5 0s s u c h as w o m e n’s ri g ht s a n d is s u es t h at aff e ct e d fr e e n ort h er n bl a c ks. “ Alt h o u g h t h e 
a b oliti o nist s' c o n c e ssi o ns w er e s u c c es sf ul i n h el pi n g t o e n d t h e l e g al i nstit uti o n of 
sl a v er y, t h e y l eft m a n y of sl a v er y's s u p p orti n g i d e a s u n c h all e n g e d ”  ( W alt er 2 4 5).  
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T h e H er oi c Sl a v e att e m pt s t o affir m t h e N ort h er n w hit e a u di e n c e’s f ait h i n t h e “ c oll e cti v e 
s oli d arit y”  of t h e A m eri c a n e x p eri m e nt a n d us es t h at c o m m o n alit y t o u plift all r a c es a n d 
w al k s of lif e. I n ess e n c e , D o u gl as s m a k es t h e cl ai m t h at t h e r e a d er s h o ul d r ej e ct sl a v er y 
b e c a us e it is fir st a n d f or e m o st a nti -A m eri c a n ( 2 3 7).  
D o u gl a ss all u d es t o t h e s a m e d e m o cr ati c i d e als es p o us e d d uri n g t h e 
R e v ol uti o n ar y P eri o d. H e  c o n n e ct s t h e i d e als of R o m a nti cis m t o t h e i d e als of fr e e d o m . 
A g ai n, D o u gl a ss g o es i nt o c ol o ni al r h et ori c as h e s a ys, “ li b ert y, t h e i n ali e n a bl e birt hri g ht 
of e v er y m a n. Pr e ci o us a n d pri c el e ss, will b e mi n e ”  ( D o u gl ass 7). T his is j ust o n e 
e x a m pl e of h o w D o u gl as s, as a n A m eri c a n writ er, e m br a c e s R o m a nti cis m i n or d er t o 
cr e at e a m e a ns t o a n e n d. D o u gl a ss us e s t h e fi cti o n al t e xt as a m et h o d t o vi e f or t h e s o ci al 
a n d e c o n o mi c li b er ati o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns . 
D o u gl a ss p ortr a ys W a s hi n gt o n as a r e p o sit or y f or a s et of p atri ar c h al v al u e s t h at 
pr o v e t o b e t hi c kl y i nt er w o v e n wit h n ati o n alisti c s e nti m e nt s. W alt er writ es, “ M a nli n es s is 
a d o mi n a nt t h e m e t hr o u g h o ut t his st or y. D es pit e his att e m pt t o f o u n d n ati o n alis m o n  
c o m m o n pri n ci pl e s, D o u gl as s s u bstit ut es t h e r a cist's bi ol o gi c al crit eri o n f or n ati o n h o o d 
wit h t h e bi ol o gi c al/ et hi c al crit eri o n of “ m a nli n e s s ”  ( 2 4 1). Ulti m at el y, D o u gl as s es p o us e d 
t h e b eli ef i n A m eri c a's c el e br at e d ori gi ns, b ut d o w n pl a ys t h e i m p ort a n c e of r a ci al or 
“ et h ni c c h a u vi nis m ”  ( W alt er 2 3 7). T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , t h er ef or e, is a st or y t h at criti ci z e s or 
si m pl y i n v ali d at es as p e ct s of t h e d o mi n a nt A m eri c a n i d e ol o g y, y et r e m ai ns tr a p p e d 
wit hi n t his n ati o n alisti c p er s p e cti v e ( 2 3 7).  
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R eli gi o n a n d S pirit u alit y  i n T h e H er oi c S l a v e 
A n a d diti o n a l, b ut v er y i m p ort a nt t e n et of Ro m a nti cis m h a s al w a ys b e e n a s e ns e 
of s pirit u alit y a n d t h e a w ar e n es s of t h e s u p er n at ur al . I n f a ct, it is o n e of t h e pri m ar y 
c h ar a ct eristi c s t h at s e p ar at e ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y A m eri c a n fi cti o n fr o m t h e A m eri c a n sl a v e 
n arr ati v es t h at w er e e x c e e di n gl y p o p ul ar at t h e ti m e. M a n y w or ks of  R o m a nti c fi cti o n 
fr o m t h e 1 8 5 0s cr e at e d a s e ns e of ill u si o n b et w e e n r e alit y a n d t h e e v e nt s t h at t a k e pl a c e 
i n t h e n arr ati v e. I n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , D o u gl as s us e s h e ars a y a b o ut w h at is g oi n g o n 
si mil ar t o t h e at m o s p h er e t h at H a wt h or n e cr e at es i n T h e H o us e of S e v e n G a bl es  a n d T h e 
S c arl et L ett er . It pr o vi d e s a s e ns e of u n c ert ai nt y f or t h e r e a d er r e g ar di n g w h at is r e al/tr u e, 
a n d w h at is n ot. T his als o cr e at es a f ol kl or e or f air y t al e q u alit y t h at m a n y mi d-ni n et e e nt h 
c e nt ur y writ er s e m br a c e d a n d utili z e d . Alt h o u g h s o m e r o m a nti c writ er s utili z e n oti o ns of 
tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m, s e v er al writ er s, i n cl u di n g D o u gl a ss, us e d Bi bli c al all usi o n t o c o n v e y 
t h e m es s a g es t h at w o ul d h a v e m or e diffi c ult y b e e n p ortr a y e d. F or e x a m pl e, e arli er o n t h e 
w or k, t h e n arr at or st at es, “ T h at a c c o st e d a n d cr a wli n g s n a k e, t h at mis er a bl e r e ptil e t h at 
h a s j ust gli d e d  i nt o it s sli m y h o m e, is fr e er a n d b ett er off t h a n m e”  ( 5). T h e us e of t h e 
s n a k e i n t h e m et a p h or r e pr es e nt s t h e bi bli c al a n d/ or s y m b oli c s er p e nt i n t h e bi bli c al st or y 
of A d a m a n d E v e, a n d t h us r e pr es e nt s S at a n.  
 O n e of t h e b eli efs t h at D o u gl as s e nt ert ai ns  b ut d o es n ot w h ol e h e art e dl y e m br a c e 
is t h e c o n c e pt of Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m. Tr a ns c e n d e nt alist s b eli e v e d t h at lif e is b ut a 
t e m p or ar y st at e a n d t h at o ur s o uls c o nti n u e o n i n n at ur e, ev e n aft er d e at h. As s u c h , 
M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n’s wif e pr ef err e d d e at h t o sl a v e r y s a crifi ci n g h er s elf f or t h e gr e at er 
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g o o d. D o u gl a ss r o m a nti ci z e d h er d e at h a d di n g t o t h e s elfl es s h o n or of h er a cti o ns  a n d 
all u di n g t h at s h e w o ul d t h e n b e o n e wit h n at ur e .   
 
D ar k R o m a nti cis m i n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  
T h e fi n al r o m a nti c q u alit y t h at will b e dis c us s i n r el ati o n t o t h e fir st w or ks of 
p u blis h e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  fi cti o n is t h e c o n c e pt D ar k R o m a nti cis m. T his is a br o a d 
t er m, w hi c h a p pli e s t o t h e us e or o bs er v ati o n of t h e m el a n c h ol y, gr ot es q u e, a n d o v erl y 
cr u el. Pr o b a bl y m o st p o p ul ari z e d i n M ar y S h ell e y’ s Fr a n k e n st ei n  a n d t h e w or ks o n E d g ar 
All a n P o e, g e nr es of Britis h a n d A m eri c a n r o m a nti c lit er at ur e h a d el e m e nt s of t h e 
m el a n c h ol y, cr u el, a n d gr ot es q u e vi e w of t h e w orl d. T his is n ot e x e m plifi e d  i n all w or k s 
o f lit er at ur e fr o m t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, b ut D o u gl a ss, as w ell as Br o w n a n d W ells 
i m pl e m e nt c ert ai n el e m e nt s of t h e gr ot es q u e i n t h eir w or ks as w ell. T h e “ m el a n c h ol y ”  
ni g ht pr o vi d es t h e s etti n g f or vi ol e n c e a s D o u gl a ss ai ms t o st a g e M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n as 
a n o bl e st at es m a n w h o w o ul d n e v er kill f or pl e as ur e, o nl y f or fr e e d o m. Ulti m at el y , 
D o u gl a ss utili z es r o m a nti c t e n et s t o m a k e a p oi nt r e g ar di n g sl a v er y w h e n h e m e nti o ns , 
“ B ut w h e n w e l e ar n, t h at b y s o m e m yst eri o us dist ur b a n c e i n n at ur e, t h e w at er s p art e d 
b e n e at h, a n d s w all o w e d t h e s hi p u p, w e l o s e o ur i n di g n ati o n a n d dis g u st i n l a m e nt ati o n of 
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C H A P T E R III  
C L O T E L; O R, T H E P R E SI D E N T’ S D A U G H T E R  
B ei n g p u blis h e d  i n L o n d o n, E n gl a n d j ust o n e y e ar aft er t h e p u bli c ati o n of T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e , Willi a m W ells Br o w n  p u blis h es t h e fir st f ull n o v el writt e n b y a n  Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n, Cl ot el or, T h e Pr esi d e nt’ s D a u g ht er . Li k e T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , W ells t a k es c ar e 
t o i nstill p arti c ul ar el e m e nt s of Ro m a nti cis m ti n g e d wit h n oti o ns of n ati o n alis m i n or d er 
t o p er s u a d e A m eri c a n a n d Britis h r e a d er s t o w ar d t h e a b oliti o n of sl a v er y i n t h e U nit e d 
St at es. N e v ert h el es s, w hi le  D o u gl a ss pr o vi d e s t h e n arr ati v e of a h er oi c r u n a w a y sl a v e t h at 
h a d p arti ci p at e d i n a ri g ht e o us i ns urr e cti o n, Cl ot el  g o es d e e pl y i nt o t h e is s u e of t h e 
mis c e g e n ati o n of w hit e m ast er s a n d bl a c k sl a v e s as w ell as t h e c hil dr e n pr o d u c e d b y 
t h es e u ni o ns. T h e st or y m o st s p e cifi c all y e x a mi n es  t h e pr a cti c e of p a ssi n g a n d t h e s o ci al 
cl a ssifi c ati o n s wit hi n t h e c o nfi n e s of sl a v er y b as e d o n s ki n c o m pl e xi o n. A d diti o n all y, t his 
st or y als o h as t h e disti n cti o n of b ei n g e x pli citl y  a b o ut t h e ill e giti m at e d a u g ht er of 
Pr esi d e nt T h o m a s J eff er s o n a n d w h at c a m e of h er a n d h er si bli n g s. N e v ert h el es s, W ells 
als o g o es t hr o u g h c ert ai n l e n gt hs t o pl a c e it s q u ar el y i n t h e r e al m of r o m a nti cis m. B ut 
li k e D o u gl as s, still a d d s el e m e nt s of n ati o n alis m i n or d er t o gi v e t h e vi e w of a u nifi e d 
A m eri c a t h at tr ul y r e pr es e nt s t h e i d e als t h at t h e c o nstit uti o n s a ys t h at it d o es. B ot h 
D o u gl a ss a n d Br o w n us e t h es e a ut o bi o gr a p hi c al attri b ut es t o e n g e n d er t h e ms el v e s wit h 
t h e r e a d er s. W ell a w ar e of c o nt e m p or ar y ex p e ct ati o ns of his r e a d er s, Br o w n t a k es c o ntr ol  
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of t his fi cti o n al t e xt a n d ass ert s his a ut h orit y as a writ er a n d as a n i nt er pr et er n ot o nl y of 
his o w n lif e b ut als o of t h e li v es of his c o m m u nit y a n d his n ati o n.  
 
T h e A r c h et y p e o f th e R o m a nti c H er o in Cl ot el  
Alt h o u g h D o u gl ass i ntr o d u c e d a u di e n c es t o t h e i d ylli c m al e h er o, j ust a y e ar l at er, 
Willi a m W ells Br o w n i ntr o d u c es a f e m al e pr ot a g o nist. Cl ot el ’s pri m ar y pr ot a g o nist or 
r o m a nti c h er o is a w o m a n. I n t er ms of w h e n t h e n o v els w er e writt e n, h er c h ar a ct er w o ul d 
h a v e b e e n c o m p ar a bl e t o H est er Pr y n n e i n T h e S c a rl et L ett er . B ut w hil e T h e S c arl et 
L ett er  s u btl y all u d es t o t h e tri als t h at H est er Pr y n n e e n d or s es e m oti o n al ity, W ells m a k e s a 
c al c ul at e d p oi nt of pr o vi di n g t h e r e a d er a n u n w a v eri n g vi e w of t h e dist ur bi n g, h ar s h, a n d 
h arr o wi n g e v e nt s t h at w er e c o m m o n pl a c e  i n ei g ht e e nt h a n d ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y A m eri c a. 
W ells is t h e fir st t o writ e i n a g e nr e w h at w o ul d c o m e t o b e k n o w n as t h e “ Tr a gi c 
M ul att a ”  n arr ati v e. His m et h o ds w er e s o eff e cti v e, t h at his w or k h as g o n e o n t o i nfl u e n c e 
ot h er writ er s i n s u bs e q u e nt y e ar s. “ Br o w n’s r e c a sti n g of a st o c k fi g ur e a n d lit er ar y i c o n 
li k e t h e Tr a gi c Mul att a  i n n e w a n d c o m b ati v e t er ms p a v e d t h e w a y f or p o st -ci vil w ar 
r e pr es e nt ati o ns of h er oi c bl a c k w o m a n h o o d i n t h e w or ks of Fr a n c es Ell e n W at ki ns 
H ar p er ( 1 8 2 5 -1 9 1 1) a n d P a uli n e E. H o p ki ns ( 1 8 5 9 -1 9 3 0) a n d als o e x e m plifi e s his 
c o n c er n, w hi c h h e e x pr ess es i n all his writi n g, f or r ei nt er pr eti n g d o mi n a nt m o d es  of 
r e pr es e nt ati o n of bl a c k n e ss”  ( F a bi xi v). Br o w n w as gr e atl y  a w ar e of t h e r el ati o ns hi ps 
b et w e e n p o p ul ar c ult ur al i m a g es  of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p e o pl e, s o ci al hi er ar c hi e s, a n d t h e 
p oliti c al w or ki n gs of A m eri c a n d e m o cr a c y.   
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As Br o w n i ntr o d u c es t h e tr a gi c m ul att o t o t h e lit er ar y tr a diti o n, s o m e s c h ol ar s 
c o nt e n d t h at t h e c h ar a ct er of Cl ot el is o nl y u s e d as a n i nstr u m e nt t o h el p m a k e Br o w n’ s 
l ar g er p oi nt s a b o ut sl a v er y. T his is e vi d e n c e b y, as A n g el y n Mit c h ell d es cri b e s, “ t h e 
n a rr ati v e m o v e m e nt is s o r a pi d a n d e pis o di c t h at r e a d er s n e v er s e e h er at a n y o n e ti m e 
l o n g e n o u g h t o g et a cl e ar i m pr es si o n of h er c h ar a ct er a n d f e eli n gs. All t o o oft e n, a s c e n e 
w hi c h mi g ht pr o vi d e s u c h i nsi g ht is i n c o m pl et el y s k et c h e d i n o nl y a f e w s e nt e n c es  
( Mit c h ell 2 4). It is t h es e k e y q u aliti es r e g ar di n g c h ar a ct eri z ati o n, Mit c h ell ar g u es, t h at is 
t h e ess e nti al diff er e n c e b et w e e n a r o m a n c e n o v el a n d r e c oll e ct e d n arr ati v e.  In t h e 1 8 5 0 s, 
p ur v e y or s of r o m a nti c lit er at ur e di d n ot att e m pt t o cr e at e ‘ r e al p e o pl e’ s o m u c h as 
st yli z e d fi g ur es w hi c h e x p a nd i nt o ps y c h ol o gi c al ar c h et y p e s ”  ( Mit c h ell 2 4). 
N e v ert h el e ss , Br o w n h as b e e n criti ci z e d f or b ei n g u n a bl e t o arti c ul at e t h e “ tr u e n at ur e of 
t h e e nsl a v e d f e m al e’s pli g ht i n sl a v er y”  ( 2 4). S h e a d ds, “ In Cl ot el , Br o w n n ot o nl y 
pr o vi d es c h ar a ct er s k et c h es r at h er t h a n f ull c h ar a ct eri z ati o ns, b ut m o st of t h es e s k et c h es 
ar e of w o m e n as h er oi c fi g ur e s ”  ( 2 4). T his si g nifi e s t h at Br o w n s o u g ht t o cr e at e Cl ot el as 
a tr a gi c a n d r o m a nti c h er o.  Br o w n e m pl o ys Cl ot el as “ t h e ar c h et y p e of t h e b e a utif ul 
h er oi n e w h o s e mi x e d bl o o d, n o bl e s pirit, a n d p o eti c n at ur e m a k e s h er a tr a gi c fi g ur e ”  
( Mit c h ell 9). 
 Br o w n ill u str at es Cl ot el’ s p ortr a y al a s a r o m a nti c h er o i n a v ari et y of w a ys. S h e is 
c h ar a ct eri z e d a s willi n g t o e n d ur e a n y h ar d s hi p i n or d er t o r e u nit e d wit h h er d a u g ht er, 
w h o w as s ol d a w a y. T his als o s p e a ks  t o h er g e n ui n e l o v e a n d s e nti m e nt alit y b e c a u s e it 
hi g hli g ht s h er r ol e as a m ot h er, a n d t h e f a ct t h at s h e c h o o s es t o u n d er g o a n a d v e nt ur o us 
q u est f or h er fr e e d o m, a n d f or t h o s e  s h e l o v e s –  e v e n w h e n t h er e ar e tr a gi c c o ns e q u e n c e s.  
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E v e n aft er s h e a n d h er t w o d a u g ht er s w er e s ol d i nt o b o n d a g e, s h e m arri e s H e nr y M ort o n, 
a E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n p h ysi ci a n a n d cr e at es a n e w i d e ntit y f or h er s elf. W h e n t h e t hr e e ar e 
s ol d i nt o b o n d a g e, Alt h e a 's fli g ht t a k es a n u n e x p e ct e d a n d  h o p ef ul t ur n. W hil e a sl a v e, 
s h e m e et s a n d m arri e s t h e w hit e p h ysi ci a n H e nr y M ort o n a n d cr e at es f or hi ms elf a n e w 
i d e ntit y. E v e n t h o u g h wit h e v er y a ss u m e d g ai n, t h e c h ar a ct er s ar e pl a c e d b a c k a g ai n i nt o 
a v ari et y of p eril o us sit u ati o ns of w hi c h t h e y h a v e littl e c o ntr ol. N e v ert h el es s, t h e y all 
c o nti n u e t o pr es er v e r e g ar dl ess of t h e dil e m m a. Alt h es a’ s m arri a g e t o M ort o n is d e e m e d  
ill e g al, a s is Cl ot el's m arri a g e t o H or ati o Gr e e n. “ Alt h o u g h Alt h e s a a c hi e v e s C urr er's 
dr e a m, s h e a n d h er d a u g ht er s ar e n ot all o w e d t o s ust ai n it. Aft er M ort o n a n d Alt h es a di e 
d uri n g t h e Y ell o w F e v er e pi d e mi c, t h eir d a u g ht er s, Ell e n a n d J a n e, ar e s ol d i nt o sl a v er y ”  
a n d di e i n b o n d a g e ”  ( Mit c h ell 1 0). Br o w n l a m e nt s, “ A n d n o o n e w e pt at t h e gr a v e of h er 
[ J a n e] w h o h a d b e e n s o c ar ef ull y c h eris h e d, a n d s o t e n d erl y b el o v e d ”  ( 2 1 0).  
E v e n wit h t h e st or y’s tr a gi c c o n cl u si o n, Br o w n still pr o vi d e s t h e  r e a d er wit h s o me 
h o p e as t h e “ o nl y tri u m p h a nt f e m al e c h ar a ct er t o r e m ai n i n t h e st or y is Cl ot el's d a u g ht er, 
M ar y, w h o c o u nt s a m o n g h er m a n y a d v e nt ur es i m p er s o n ati n g a m a n a s h er m ot h er di d i n 
or d er t o es c a p e b o n d a g e, a n d w h o li v es fr e el y a n d h a p pil y wit h h er h u s b a n d a n d s o n i n 
Fr a n c e ”  ( Mit c h ell 1 0). A d diti o n all y, G e or g e a n d M ar y a n d r e u nit e d aft er t h e d e at h of h er 
h us b a n d i n Fr a n c e, w h er e t h e y c a n b ot h li v e fr e el y. E v el y n Mit c h ell writ es, “ It is cl e ar 
t h at Br o w n s a w n o di c h ot o m y b et w e e n art a n d pr o p a g a n d a a n d t h at h e c h a mpi o n e d t h e 
ar g u m e nt t h at art m ust b e i nstr u m e nt al i n li b er ati n g p e o pl e fr o m s o ci al e vils ”  ( 1 1). I n 
or d er t o d a m a g e t h e “ p e c uli ar i nstit uti o n ” , h e e m pl o y e d a n y lit er ar y a n d r h et ori c d e vi c e 
fr o m “ s e nti m e nt alit y, m el o dr a m a, c o ntri v e d pl ot s, t o n e ws p a p er arti c l e s”  ( 1 1). 
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Cl ot el als o e m b o di es t h e r o m a nti c i d e al of y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e. T his is fir st 
e vi d e n c e d  b y t h e y o u n g a g es of Cl ot el a n d h er sist er w h e n t h e y ar e i ntr o d u c e d  i n t h e 
st or y. Br o w n all o ws t h e r e a d er t o wit n es s b ot h t h e p o siti v e a n d n e g ati v e e x p eri e n c es 
t hr o u g h t h e e y es of t h e y o u n g pr ot a g o nist r at h er t h a n a n a ut h orit ari a n or p atri ar c h al 
v oi c e. T h e a u di e n c e w o ul d b ett er r el at e t o t h e e x p eri e n c e of a c hil d b or n i nt o a tr a gi c 
w orl d w er e t h eir r a c e m a k es t h e m n ot hi n g m or e t h a n  a c o m m o dit y. T his is es p e ci all y tr u e 
of w o m e n of t h e er a. Als o, m a n y p e o pl e, b ot h bl a c k a n d w hit e, vi e w e d Afri c a n -
A m eri c a ns i n of t h e ms el v e s as b ei n g n at ur all y cl o s er t o n at ur e a n d t h e n at ur al 
e n vir o n m e nt ( al b eit wit h n e g ati v e a n d/ or p o siti v e c o n n ot ati o ns  d e p e n di n g o n t h e 
s p e a k er). T h er ef or e, as wit h D o u gl as s’s M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n, a n d l at er, t h e G ari es, a n d 
Bl a k e, t h e y all dis pl a y v ar yi n g d e gr e es of pri mi ti vis m i n t h eir st ori e s. J ust t h e f a ct t h at 
Cl ot el, a n d h er f a mil y c a n e n d ur e s u c h p h ysi c al  a n d e m oti o n al h ar ds hi p  s h o ws t h at, e v e n 
t h o u g h t h es e c h ar a ct er s l e a d li v e s b ett er t h a n m o st Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns of t h e er a, Br o w n  
d o es n ot s h o w t h e m o nl y as s y m b ols of r efi n e m e nt a n d s o p histi c ati o n. C o ntr aril y, it is 
t hr o u g h t h eir n at ur al i m p uls es a n d d esir es t o b e tr eat e d h u m a n el y a n d e q u all y t h at t h e 
c h ar a ct er s i n t h e st or y tr ul y st a n d o ut as h er o es.  
I n Cl ot el , w o m e n s er v e a s t h e pri m ar y pr ot a g o nist s or h er oi n es of t h e st or y. 
H o w e v er, Br o w n still m a n a g es t o i nstill t h e n oti o ns of t h e r o m a nti c h er o i nt o t h e st or y. I n 
C l ot el “ t h e str at e gi es of r esist a n c e r a n g e fr o m i ns urr e cti o ns t o t h e p assi n g of t h e h er oi n e s, 
t o t h e a cti o ns of t h e b ut w hit e m al e h er o G e or g e, t o t h e v ari o us str at e gi e s of e v er y d a y 
r esist a n c e a d o pt e d b y a h o st of s e c o n d ar y, oft e n a n o n y m o us, a n d m o stl y m al e fi g ur es 
w h o will d e vis e pl a ns t h at t estif y t o t h eir c u n ni n g, i nt elli g e n c e, s elf -r es p e ct, a n d l o v e f or 
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t h eir f a mil y a s w ell as f or fr e e d o m”  ( x viii –  xi x). I n es s e n c e, Br o w n c o nti n u es t o pr es e nt 
t h e c h ar a ct er s i n s u c h a w a y t h at t h eir d esir e f or i n di vi d u alis m a n d fr e e d o m is e vi d e nt . 
B e c a us e of t h e n ot ori et y of h er f at h er as w ell a s t h e f a ct t h at n ot all Bl a c k w o m e n h a v e a 
li g ht e n o u g h c o m pl eti o n t o p ass f or w hit e, Br o w n t h e n alt er s t h e st or y i n a s u bs e q u e nt 
v er si o n t o pr es e nt G e or g e m or e as a r o m a nti c h er o e x e m plif yi n g t h e c o m m o n m a n. “ Y o u 
ar e m u c h f air er t h a n m a n y of t h e w hit e w o m e n of t h e S o ut h, a n d c a n e a sil y p a ss f or a fr e e 
w hit e l a d y ”  ( Br o w n 1 4 2). I n Mir al d a,  t h e s e c o n d v er si o n of t h e n o v el, G e or g e e n h a n c es 
t h e pr o u d, c o nfr o nt ati o n al i n di vi d u alis m of his h er o, n o w r e n a m e d J er o m e, w h o b e c o m es 
m or e r e pr es e nt ati v e  of t h e sl a v e c o m m u nit y of t h e “ c o m m o n m a n ” . T his c h ar a ct eri z ati o n 
of t h e c o m m o n m a n as t h e h er o is a t h e m e t h at is us e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e lit er ar y p eri o d of 
A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m . I n Cl ot el , G e or g e is “ a s w hit e as m o st w hit e p er s o ns ” . I n 
Mir a n d a , J er o m e is of “ p ur e Afri c a n ori gi n a n d p erf e ctl y bl a c k ”  (Br o w n x x). T his als o 
f urt h er ill u str at es h o w Br o w n c a n alt er t h e st or y i n or d er t o e n g e n d er v ari o us diff er e nt 
a u di e n c e s t o t h e c a us e of e n di n g sl a v er y. Bro w n eff e cti v el y i nt ert wi n e s f a ct u al a c c o u nt s 
wit h m all e a bl e t hr e a ds of fi cti o n t h at c a n c o n v e ni e ntl y alt er t h e p er c e pti o n of t h e r e a d er 
i n s u c h a w a y t h at his cl ai ms ar e m a d e m or e c o n vi n ci n g. As t h e Ci vil W ar a p pr o a c h e d, 
Br o w n m a d e alt er ati o ns t h at w e nt m o r e fr o m d o c u m e nti n g hist ori c al a c c o u nt s, t o a d di n g 
R o m a nti c el e m e nt s s u c h as t h e n oti o n of J er o m e as t h e R o m a nti c H er o wit h t h e p ur e 
Afri c a n li n e a g e t h at c o n n e ct s hi m t o t h e n at ur e a n d pri miti vis m t o w hi c h m a n y R o m a nti c 
writ er s us e d a n d i d e ntifi e d.  T his i s als o e vi d e n c e d b y t h e n oti o n of J er o m e b e c o mi n g 
m or e a ki n t o t h e c o m m o n m a n r at h er t h a n vi e w e d as a n “ al m o st ”  w hit e m a n w h o w o ul d 
l o o k d o w n o n t h e c o m m o n m a n s uff eri n g fr o m t h e pli g ht of sl a v er y. Ir o ni c all y, i n t h e 
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pr e vi o us v er si o n, G e or g e’s pri vil e g e s w o ul d h a v e e n g e n d er e d w hit er a u di e n c es t h at c o ul d  
m or e s o r el at ed  t o t h at v er si o n of G e or g e. B ut d uri n g t h at ti m e, fr e e d o m f or Afri c a n-
A m eri c a ns w as a m or e dist a nt c o n c e pt a n d Br o w n c h o s e t o t a k e t h e p at h  t h at w o ul d 
g ar n er t h e m o st i nfl u e n c e.  
O n e t hi n g t h at  Br o w n ill ustr at es t h at is n ot a p art of t h e tr a diti o n al r o m a nti c h er o 
ar c h et y p e as h e d e pi ct s t h e w o m e n usi n g tri c k er y a n d c u n ni n g i n or d er t o as c ert ai n t h eir 
fr e e d o m. M ar y’ s as w ell a s h er m ot h er’s att e m pt t o es c a p e sl a v er y, a s h o w tr u e h er ois m 
i n t h e r om a nti c s e ns e, b ut t h at is als o c o u pl e d wit h t h e i ns ati a bl e t hir st f or fr e e d o m. As 
s u c h, t h e r e a d er e x c us es t h e l a p s e o n t h e tr a diti o n al r ol e of w o m e n, w h o  us e t h eir 
r es o ur c es t o a c hi e v e fr e e d o m a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e. M ar y's c ar e er as a p ass er st art s w h e n s h e 
tr a d es pl a c e s wit h h er j ail e d fi a n c é G e or g e, w h o h as b e e n s e nt e n c e d t o d e at h f or 
p arti ci p ati n g i n a bl o o d y sl a v e r e v olt ( F a bi 6 4 3). H er a ct of s elf -s a crifi c e sit u at es h er o n 
t h e s a m e pl a n e, b ut i n a s e p ar at e s p h er e fr o m t h e h er oi c G e or g e. W hil e G e or g e s er v e s as 
t h e R o m a nti c H er o, M ar y is t h e st or y’ s Tr a gi c H er o, b ut of w h o m h a v e q u aliti es n ot e d as 
t e n et s of R o m a nti c Lit er at ur e. N e v ert h el e ss, a n y d u pli cit y, tri c k er y, a n d c u n ni n g t h at 
c h ar a ct eri z e d Br o w n's pr es e nt ati o n of w o m e n i n 1 8 4 7 dis a p p e ar s i n t h e 1 8 5 3 v er si o n of 
t h e n arr ati v e, o nl y t o r e e m er g e i n t h e m al e s u b pl ot of his n o v el, “ s u g ar -c o at e d b y t h e 
r o m a nti c, m or e c o n v e nti o n all y m or al a d v e nt ur es of his m ul att o h er oi n e s”  ( F a bi 6 4 2). I n 
ot h er w or ds, Br o w n  us es t h e n arr ati v e t o i ns ert m e ss a g e s of m al e d efi a n c e wit hi n t h e 
s e e mi n gl y u nt hr e at e ni n g, f e mi ni n e c o nfi n es of t h e s e nti m e nt al n o v el.  
T his f urt h er ill ustr at es h o w t h e writ er s a n d pr ot a g o nist s i n t h eir o w n w a ys 
r e v olt e d a g ai nst a ut h orit y a n d s o ci al c o n diti o ns. W h e n M ar y dr e ss e s u p li k e a 
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“ g e ntl e m a n ”  t o es c a p e wit h Willi a m, h e is d e s cri b es as “ A f ull -b o di e d N e gr o, w h o s e v er y 
c o u nt e n a n c e b e a m e d wit h i nt elli g e n c e, b ei n g a m e c h a ni c, h e h a d b y his o w n i n d ustr y, 
m a d e m or e t h a n w h at h e p ai d his o w n er; t his h e l ai d asi d e, wit h t h e h o p e t h at s o m e d a y h e 
mi g ht g et e n o u g h t o p ur c h as e his fr e e d o m ”  ( Br o w n 4 1). H e als o a d ds t h at “ his w as a 
h e art t h at f elt f or ot h er s ”  ( 4 1). I n a s e ns e, Br o w n als o p ortr a ys H or ati o as a r o m a nti c h er o 
as w ell . W h e n d es cri bi n g his gr o wi n g attr a cti o n f o r Cl ot el, Br o w n st at es t h at h e h a d 
“ alr e a d y b e c o m e a c c u st o m e d t o t h e d a n g er o us e x p eri m e nt of r esisti n g his i n w ar d 
c o n vi cti o ns; a n d t his n e w i m p uls e t o a m biti o n, c o m bi n e d wit h t h e str o n g t e m pt ati o n of 
v ari et y i n l o v e, m et t h e ar d e nt y o u n g m a n w e a k e n e d i n m o r al pri n ci pl e a n d u nf ett er e d b y 
t h e l a ws of t h e l a n d”  ( Br o w n 6 6). H e t h e n a d ds, “ T h e c h a n g e wr o u g ht u p o n hi m, w as 
s o o n n oti c e d b y Cl ot el ”  ( Br o w n 6 6). T h er ef or e, w h e n e v er Br o w n c a n n ot us e Cl ot el 
h er s elf as t h e h er o i c fi g ur e, h e willi n gl y i n cl u d es s e v er al of  t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n or 
s y m p at h eti c E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a n c h ar a ct er s t o ill u str at e t h e n o bl e attri b ut es t h at w o ul d 
h o p ef ull y i ns pir e his r e a d er s.  
F urt h er m or e,  as wit h m o st lit er at ur e pr o d u c e d d uri n g t his ti m e p eri o d, t h er e is a n 
e m p h a sis o n c h ar a ct er s t h at dis pl a y, e m oti o n s, f e eli n gs, a n d i nt uiti o n o v er l o gi c. T his is 
e x e m plifi e d i n v ari o us p art s of  t h e n arr ati v e. F or e x a m pl e, Cl ot el c h o o s es t o r el u ct a ntl y 
all o w h er h us b a n d, H or ati o Gr e e n e, p ur s u e his p oliti c al a m biti o ns, w hi c h l e a ds t o h er 
b ei n g dis c o v er e d.  Als o, s h e a ct s a g ai nst h er b est j u d g e m e nt, a n d is dis c o v er e d a n d 
i m pris o n e d w hil e i m p er s o n ati n g a m a n. This is a f or m of s e nti m e nt alit y t h at writ er s us e 
t o i nfl u e n c e t h e r e a d er s. I n f a ct, s o m e s c h ol ar s n ot e t h at, si mil ar t o t h e tr o p e of t h e tr a gi c 
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m ul att o , t h er e is a disti n ct g e nr e wit hi n t h e r e al m of r o m a nti cis m call e d “ s e nti m e nt al 
n arr ati v es ”  t h at e xist s wit hi n t h e u m br ell a of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m. 
 
D efi a n c e o f S o ci al A ut h orit y in Cl ot el  
Alt h o u g h Br o w n c o nti n u e s t o s p e a k t o t h e l ar g er is s u e of r a c e r el a ti o ns, 
h y p o cris y, a n d t h e g e n er al o p pr essi o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns (t h o u g h t o v ar yi n g d e gr e es). 
H e t ells t h e st or y fr o m t h e p oi nt of vi e w of a w o m a n. A n d as a r es ult, i n r e c e nt y e ar s, o n e 
of t h e b o o k ’s str o n g est criti cis ms is t h at it d o es n ot a d e q u at el y p or tr a y t h e s o ci al, 
e m oti o n al, a n d p h ysi c al i nj u sti c e s t h at Afri c a n-A m eri c a n w o m e n f a c e d i n t h e a nt e b ell u m 
s o ut h. T h e m aj or diffi c ult y wit h his tr e at m e nt of f e m al e s i n Cl ot el  is it s t e n d e n c y t o 
r e d u c e t h e f e m al e c h ar a ct er s t o s y m b ols of o p pr essi o n. “ I nst e a d of f o c usi n g o n t h eir 
e x p eri e n c e s as s u c h, h e f o c us e s o n t h eir fi x e d c o n diti o n as vi cti ms i n a n i nt erl o c ki n g 
str u ct ur e of g e n d er, cl as s, a n d r a c e ”  ( Mit c h ell 1 2). S h e cl ai ms t h at i n t h e st or y, t h e 
a cti o ns i n t h e st or y t a k e pl a c e t o a n d wit h a f e m al e c h ar a ct e r, b ut t h er e is n o g e n ui n e 
“ f e m al e v oi c e”  ( 1 2) a n d ar g u es t h at Br o w n c o nti n u es a tr a diti o n of s p e a k f or f e m al e 
pr ot a g o nist s  a n d h el p i m p art  “ a n e x cl u si v el y m al e a c c o u nt of t h e w orl d ”  ( 8). Si mil ar 
criti cis ms h a v e b e e n m a d e a b o ut N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e’s, T h e S c arl et L ett er .  
Alt h o u g h W e b b’ s c h ar a ct er s t a k e a v ari et y of m e as ur es t o d ef y s o ci al i nj u sti c e, it 
is d o n e i n a m or e r e a cti o n ar y w a y. I nst e a d of o p e nl y s e e ki n g fr e e d o m, e a c h of t h e 
c h ar a ct er s att e m pt t o s ettl e i nt o t h e m o st c o mf ort a bl e sit u ati o n. W hil e t h e r e w er e f e w 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n lit er ar y criti c s ( a n d writ er s) at t h e ti m e, c o nt e m p or ar y criti c s cl ai m t h at 
Br o w n s o m e w h at i n a d e q u at el y r e c or ds t h e “ g e n ui n e t h o u g ht s, w or ds, f e eli n gs, a n d d e e ds 
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of bl a c k w o m e n, e x p eri e n c es t h at m a k e t h e r e aliti e s of b ei n g bl a c k i n A m eri c a l o o k v er y 
diff e r e nt fr o m w h at m e n h a v e writt e n”  ( Mit c h ell 3). T his e x pl ai ns i n p art t h e f e mi nist 
criti c's distr ust of a m al e v oi c e w h o n arr at es a w o m a n's st or y ( 8).  
N e v ert h el e ss, w hil e b ot h n o v els ar e c ert ai nl y pr o p a g a n d a n o v els, Br o w n a n d 
Wil s o n us e t w o s e p ar at e lit er ar y s u b g e nr e s i n or d er t o m a k e t h eir cl ai ms. A c c or di n g t o 
Mit c h ell, Br o w n pr o p a g a n di z e d wit h i n t h e c o nstr u ct s of a r o m a n c e, a n d “ as a n es c a p e d 
sl a v e, a hist ori a n, a n d a pr of e ssi o n al a b oliti o nist, h e gi v es a d e pi cti o n of sl a v er y i n Cl ot el  
w hi c h is hi g hl y r o m a nti ci z e d, dr a m ati c, a n d p oliti c al ”  ( 8). Alt h o u g h Br o w n is c o n c er n e d 
wit h e nsl a v e d f e m al es a n d t h eir q u est s f or fr e e d o m, his c h ar a ct eri z ati o ns of w o m e n 
l e a v e s t h e m ai n c h ar a ct er s as s o m e w h at o n e-di m e nsi o n al. H o w e v er, Br o w n i n c or p or at es 
a wi d e v ari et y of hist ori c al i nf or m ati o n, a n e c d ot es, f ol kl or e, n e ws p a p er a c c o u nt s, et c., i n 
or d er t o d o c u m e nt t h e m ulti pl e i n c ar n ati o n s of sl a v e lif e a n d t h e m a n y di v er s e, m or e 
m ar k e dl y c o nfr o nt ati o n al f or ms of c o m m u n a l r esist a n c e t o sl a v er y. 
 
I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d t h e R e v er e n c e of N at ur e i n Cl ot el 
A n ot h er el e m e nt of r o m a nti cis m t h at m a y b e m or e s u btl e t h a n ot h er s is t h e t h e m e 
of  i m a gi n ati o n o v er r e alit y or t h e pr a cti c e of d eri vi n g i ns pir ati o n fr o m F ol kl or e, M yt hs, 
a n d L e g e n ds. B ef or e e x a mi ni n g t h e s u p er n at ur al, s pirit u al or r eli gi o us c o m p o n e n t s of t h e 
n o v el, a n d b ef or e e x pl ori n g t h e i ns pir ati o n fr o m f ol kl or e, m yt hs, a n d l e g e n ds, o n e m ust 
n ot e t h at t h e fir st as p e ct of i m a gi n ati o n b ei n g utili z e d i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h r e alit y is fir st 
m a d e e vi d e nt wit h t h e li b erti es t h at Br o w n m a k e s wit hi n t h e st or y wit h r e g ar d t h e f a ct u al 
d et ails. F or e x a m pl e, h e r e n a m e d  t h e hist ori c al fi g ur e of S all y H e mi n gs, t o t h e c h ar a ct er 
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“ C urr er ”  i n t h e n o v el. H o w e v er, m o st e vi d e nt is t h e f a ct t h at Br o w n h as p u blis h e d t hr e e 
disti n ct v er si o ns of t h e st or y. E a c h wit h alt er e d d et ails t o m at c h a p arti c ul ar ti m e a n d 
a u di e n c e. As M ul v e y a c k n o wl e d g e s i n a n es s a y o n “ Br o w n's M et h o d of C o m p o siti o n a n d 
His U s e of S o ur c es ” , h e cl ai ms t h at Br o w n  h as e n d e a v or e d t o cr e at e a c o m p o sit e e diti o n 
of Cl ot el  t h at w o ul d i n cl u d e all t e xt u al m a nif e st ati o ns c o m pl et e wit h a n n ot ati o ns a n d 
a p p e n di c es t h at c o ul d f u n cti o n as a t est a m e nt t o h o w a n d w h y t h e a ut h or cr e ati v el y e dit s 
a n d a m e n ds t h e d et ails i n or d er t o cr e at e a br o a d er  w or k of i m a gi n ati v e fi cti o n  (C o h e n  
7 5 0) . 
E v e n t h o u g h Br o w n d el v e s i nt o t h e w orl d of fi cti o n writi n g, h e is still att a c h e d t o 
t h e r eli a bl e a n d as s es s a bl e c o n c e pt of t h e n o n-fi cti o n a c c o u nt. “ F o u n d e d i n tr ut h ”  w as 
oft e n a n ot e of si g nifi c a n c e wit h r e a d er s o f t h e er a. T h er ef or e, wit h Cl ot el , Br o w n w as 
a bl e t o m er g e a n o nfi cti o n al a c c o u nt i nt o a fi cti o n al n arr ati v e. E v e n t h o u g h t h e n o v el is  
c o nsi d er e d fi cti o n, Br o w n a d d s e pis o d es of tr u e e v e nt s i n or d er t o hi g hli g ht el e m e nt s of 
hist ori c al fi cti o n wit h r o m a nti c  o v ert o n es  w hil e, at t h e s a m e ti m e, a d di n g e n o u g h r e alis m 
t o m a k e t h e r e a d er q u esti o n w h et h er t h e i n dis cr eti o ns d o n e b y A m eri c a’s t hir d pr esi d e nt  
c o ul d, i n f a ct, b e  tr u e. I n Ch a pt er  1 8 of t h e n o v el, Br o w n us es a fi ctiti o us ill ustr ati o n 
a b o ut w h at w o ul d h a p p e n if sl a v e s w er e s u d d e nl y s et fr e e. “ T h e N e gr o es, ni n et y -ei g ht i n 
n u m b er, w er e c all e d t o g et h er a n d t ol d t h at t h e w hi p w o ul d n o l o n g er b e us e d, a n d t h at 
t h e y w o ul d b e all o w e d a c ert ai n s u m f or e v er y b al e of c ott o n pr o d u c e d”  ( Br o wn  1 3 6). H e 
g o es o n t o s a y, ”  T h e j o y wit h w hi c h t his n e w s r e c ei v e d b y t h e sl a v e s, s h o w e d t h eir 
gr at ef ul a p pr e ci ati o n of t h e b o o n t h eir b e n ef a ct or b est o w e d u p o n t h e m ”  ( 1 3 6). I n t h e 
c o n cl u di n g p ar a gr a p h, h e ill ustr at es, t h at as a r es ult of t h es e c h a n g e s, t h e “ bri c kl a y er s h a d 
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b e e n t o w or k b ut a s h ort ti m e, b ef or e t h eir i n cr e a s e d i n d u str y w a s n oti c e d b y m a n y ( 1 3 6). 
Br o w n us es t h e a n e c d ot e as a n i mit ati v el y fi ctiti o us t o ol. I n ess e n c e, Br o w n h as 
c o m p o s e d a st or y wi t hi n a st or y: t h e st or y of his o w n fr e e d o m, a n d d u e t o his fr e e d o m, 
t h e a bilit y t o r el at e a n ot h er st or y t h at, b e c a us e of it s d e cl ar ati o ns of tr ut h a n d t h e 
u n c ert ai nt y of it s f a ct u al v ali dit y, i m m er s es t h e r e a d er i n s u c h a w a y t h at t h e y ar e l eft t o 
r u mi n at e t h e v ari o us iss u e s wit hi n t h eir c o ns ci e n c e r at h er t h a n c o nsi d eri n g t h e p oliti c al 
a n d s o ci al n or ms of t h e ti m e, w hi c h ar e still e vi d e nt i n t h e n o v el, b ut pr es e nt e d i n s u c h a 
w a y t h at is r el at a bl e t o a wi d er r a n g e of a u di e n c e s ( h e n c e t h e s u bs e q u e nt e dit s a n d 
c h a n g es, et c.).  
Br o w n us es v ari o us el e m e nt s of n o nfi cti o n t o m a k e t h e fi ctiti o us t al e m or e 
c o n vi n ci n g a n d p er s u asi v e. R o m a nti c writ er s i n cl u di n g N at h a ni al H a wt h or n e, H er m a n 
M el vill e, a n d e v e n E d g ar All e n P o e h a v e us e d t h e u nr eli a bl e n arr at or t o cr e at e s us p e ns e 
a n d a sli g ht s e ns e of dis b eli ef. Br o w n us es t his t e c h ni q u e as a pr e mis e t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
e ntir e n arr ati v e. As H a wt h or n e h as d o n e wit h T h e S c arl e t L ett er a n d T h e H o us e of S e v e n 
G a bl e , a n d si mil ar t o M el vill e’s M o b y Di c k , s e c o n d h a n d  i nf or m ati o n is pr es e nt e d wit h 
s o m e u n c ert ai nt y a b o ut w h er e t h e “ f a ct s”  ar e c o mi n g fr o m a n d h o w cl o s e t h e y ar e ( or 
n ot) t o t h e a ct u al tr ut h. T his cr e at es a n a d diti o n al s e ns e of i ntri g u e f or t h e r e a d er. Br o w n 
als o c o n v e ni e ntl y bl ur s t h e li n e b et w e e n r e alit y  a n d fi cti o n b y dis c ussi n g h o w his 
c h ar a ct er s e n c o u nt er a n d i nt er a ct wit h r e al p e o pl e s u c h as T h o m as C or bi n of t h e U nit e d 
St at es C o n gr ess or N e w H a m ps hir e s e n at or, D a ni el W e bst er. Br o w n hi g hli g ht s T h o m as 
C or wi n, w h o  s er v e d u n d er t h e Li n c ol n a d mi nistr ati o n/ pr esi d e n c y  a n d d es cri b e s hi m as 
t h e “ t h e bl a c k est w hit e m a n i n c o n gr e ss” , all u di n g  t o his all e g e d mi x e d-r a c e h erit a g e. 
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M o st n ot a bl y, Br o w n all o ws t h e a m bi g uit y as t o w h et h er t h e e v e nt s arti c ul at e d i n t h e 
st ori e s tr ul y h a p p e n e d t o t h e d a u g ht er s a n d mistr es s  of T h o m as J eff er s o n. Br o w n s er v es 
as a n u nr eli a bl e n arr at or, a n d f or m a n y r o m a nti c writ er s, t his s c e n e of dis b eli ef is us e d t o 
c o n v e y a n at m o s p h er e of s u s p e ns e a n d a m bi g uit y.  
N ot o nl y di d Br o w n hi g hli g ht t h e a m bi g uit y of t h e e v e nt s of t h e n o v els, b ut,  tr u e 
t o r o m a nti c f or m, Br o w n m a k es s ur e t o hi g hli g ht n at ur e a n d i n cl u d e ri c h, l u s h n at ur al 
i m a g er y, a g ai n, a p p e ali n g t o ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y s e nsi biliti es. W h e n ill ustr ati n g t h e s etti n g 
i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h h e writ es, “ T h e ni g ht w as cl e ar, t h e m o o n s hi ni n g b ri g htl y, a n d t h e 
b o at s s o n e ar t o e a c h ot h er t h at t h e p ass e n g er s w er e c alli n g o ut fr o m o n e b o at t o a n ot h er ”  
( Br o w n 5 4). H o w e v er, w h e n r el a yi n g t h e e pis o d e of a r u n a w a y sl a v e, h e writ es, “ F or t w o 
h o ur a n d a h alf, f or f o ur or fi v e mil es, di d m e n a n d d o gs w a d e t hr o u g h t his b u s y, dis m al 
s w a m p, s urr o u n d e d wit h gri m vis a g e d alli g at or s, w h o s e e m e d t o l o o k o n wit h j e al o us e y e 
at t his e n cr o a c h m e nt of t h eir h er e dit ar y d o m ai n … ”  ( Br o w n 6 0). L at er i n t h e n o v el, w h e n 
Cl ot el a n d H or ati o s e p ar at e, Br o w n writ es, “ T h e y st o o d  t o g et h er b y t h e G ot hi c g at e, 
w h er e t h e y h a d s o oft e n m et a n d p art e d i n t h e m o o nli g ht. Ol d r e m e m br a n c e s m elt e d t h eir 
s o uls”  ( 8 9) H e g o es o n t o s a y, “ T h e m o o n l o o k e d d o w n u p o n hi m mil d, b ut v er y 
s orr o wf ull y … O h, h o w t h e m o o nli g ht o p pr ess e d hi m wit h it s fri e n dl y s a d n e ss! ”  ( 8 9). 
T h es e e x a m pl e s ill ustr at e h o w e v e n t h o u g h Cl ot el is oft e n vi e w e d a s a c o ntri v e d 
s e nti m e nt alist, pr o p a g a n d a n o v el, Br o w n t a k es gr e at c ar e t o pr o vi d e j ust as m u c h lit er ar y 
d eft n es s a n d el o q u e ntl y as a n y ot h er n ot a bl e writ er of r o m a nti cis m  i n t h e 1 8 5 0’s. Br o w n 
pr o vi d es a n ot h er e x a m pl e of vi vi d i m a g er y w h e n h e writ es “ … h e  f elt t h e wi ntr y c hill of 
h er p olit e pr o pri et y, a n d … i n a g o n y of h e art, c o m p ar e d it wit h t h e g us hi n g l o v e of h er 
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w h o w as i n d e e d his wif e … ”  B ut t h e gl o o m y at m o s p h er e of t h ei r o n c e h a p p y h o m e 
o v erl o o k e d t h e m or ni n g of M ar y’s lif e ( Br o w n 9 1).  
T h e n o v el r ar el y d el v e s i nt o d et ail a b o ut e x oti c l o c al e s, h o w e v er , t o r e a d er s fr o m 
ot h er c o u ntri es  a n d ot h er p art s of t h e U nit e d St at es , Br o w n pr es e nt s t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h 
i n s u c h a w a y t hat it w o ul d a p p e al t o t h e r e a d er s’ s e ns e of e x oti c l a n d s. D uri n g t h e ni g ht 
of t h e “ N e gr o B all ”  w h er e Cl ot el will b e a u cti o n e d a w a y, Br o w n d es cri b e s, “ It w as a 
b e a utif ul m o o nli g ht ni g ht i n A u g ust, w h e n all w h o r esi d e i n tr o pi c al cli m es ar e e a g erl y 
g as pi n g f or a br e at h of fr es h air … ”  ( 4 8) H e als o d es cri b e s h er c ott a g e as a “ p erf e ct m o d el 
of r ur al b e a ut y ”  ( 8 3), t h e cir c u ms cri b e d sit e of h er  pri v a c y. T his is s i mil ar t o t h e 
i d e ali z e d, p ast or al h o m e s t h at w o ul d l at er b e b e si e g e d i n t e xt s s u c h as C h arl ott e T e m pl e  
( 1 7 9 1), R ut h H all  ( 1 8 5 4), a n d U n cl e T o m' s C a bi n  ( 1 8 5 2). I n Cl ot el , t his i d e ali z e d c ott a g e 
is a n a pt e m bl e m f or t h e “ t e n d er n e ss”  of Cl ot el's c o ns ci e n c e ( 8 3) a n d “ h er hi g h p o eti c 
n at ur e ”  ( 8 4). 
 
P o etr y in Cl ot el  
O n e of t h e m o st c o m m o n t e n et s of A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m is t h e us e a n d 
a p pr e ci ati o n of p o etr y. E arl y R o m a nti cs vi e w p o etr y as t h e  hi g h est f or m e x pr essi o n a n d 
m a n y e d u c at e d a n d u n e d u c at e d p e o pl e eit h er t o o k pri d e i n or a d mir e d ot h er s f or t h eir 
k n o wl e d g e of p o etr y. As s u c h, Br o w n a d ds a si g nifi c a nt pi e c e of p o etr y at t h e st art of 
e a c h c h a pt er. I n f a ct, i n all 2 9 c h a pt er s of t h e ori gi n al w or k, o nl y f o ur c h a pt er s d o n ot 
b e gi n wit h a p o e m or  a q u ot e fr o m a n ot a bl e fi g ur e. Alt h o u g h m a n y c h a pt er s c o nt ai n 
ori gi n al p o etr y, m o stl y fr o m Br o w n’s T h e A nti -Sl a v er y H ar p  ( 1 8 4 8), h e als o i n cl u d es t h e 
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w or ks of n ot a bl e artist s s u c h as S a m u el T. C ol eri d g e  ( 1 7 7 2-1 8 3 4) , J o h n Gr e e nl e af 
W hitti er  ( 1 8 0 7-1 8 9 2) , L or d B yr o n ( 1 7 8 8-1 8 2 4), T h o m a s M o or e  ( 1 7 7 9-1 8 5 2) , Willi a m J. 
S n elli n g  ( 1 8 0 4-1 8 4 8) , a n d e v e n i n cl u d es s olil o q ui e s fr o m Willi a m S h a k e s p e ar e ( 1 5 6 4-
1 6 1 6) . All of t h es e e x a m pl es ar e us e d t o ill u str at e t h e v ast lit er ar y e x p ertis e of t h e writ er 
a n d t o d e m o nstr at e t h at, e v e n w h e n a d dr essi n g t h e t o pi c of sl a v er y, Br o w n, as w ell as 
ot h er Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns p o et s c a n c o n v e y t h e ri c h f e el i n g s a n d e m oti o ns t h at c o m e wit h 
b ei n g a n e nsl a v e d r a c e of ot h er wis e di g nifi e d p e o pl e. Br o w n n ot o nl y hi g hli g ht s his o w n 
p o eti c s e nsi biliti e s, w hi c h c o ul d c o nt e n d wit h m a n y of his c o nt e m p or ari e s, b ut h e als o 
p a ys a n h o m a g e b y u si n g t h e w or ks b y  r en o w n e d p o et s of his ti m e s u c h as C ol eri d g e a n d 
W hitt er. H o w e v er, Br o w n still g o es b a c k e v e n f urt h er t o L or d Br y o n, w h o  w as a n 
E n glis h p o et  a n d p oliti ci a n  w h o b e c a m e a r e v ol uti o n ar y i n t h e Gr e e k W ar of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e, a n d is c o nsi d er e d o n e of t h e l e a di n g hist ori c al fi g ur es of t h e R o m a nti c 
m o v e m e nt  (M ar c h a n d).  
N e v ert h el e ss, “ t h e l at er v er si o ns of Cl ot el gr a d u all y m o v ed  a w a y fr o m t h e 
p at c h w or k a p pr o a c h t h at c h ar a ct eri z e s t h e 1 8 5 3 e diti o n, s h e d di n g t h e s n at c h e s of p o etr y, 
q u ot ati o ns fr o m sl a v e l a w, n e w s p a p er r e p ort s, a n d b orr o w e d m at eri al t o ass u m e a m or e 
str ai g htf or w ar d n arr ati v e m o d e ”  ( C o h e n 7 5 0). I nt er esti n gl y, w hil e t h e 1 8 5 3 e diti o n o d dl y 
m e di at es o ur a c c ess t o t h e st or y b y i ntr o d u ci n g t h e m ai n c h ar a ct er s t hr o u g h t h e w or ds of 
a n a u cti o n a d v ertis e m e nt, i n t h e l at er e diti o ns t h e n arr ati v e i ntr o d u c es t h e m dir e ctl y 
( C o h e n 7 5 0). 
T hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el, B r o w n utili z es p o etr y t o m a k e his p oi nt s. In C h a pt er 2 6, h e 
us es a p o e m fr o m J o h n Pi er p oi nt , t ut or, attor n e y, m er c h a nt, a n d mi nist er.  
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St ar of t h e N ort h! w hil e bl a zi n g d a y  
P o ur s r o u n ds m e it s f ull ti d e of li g ht,  
A n d hi d es t h y p al e b ut f ait hf ul r a y,  
I, t o o, li e hi d, a n d l o n g f or t he ni g ht  ( 1 9 3). 
 
Pi er p o nt w as a n i m p ort a nt i nfl u e n c e o n r ef or m -mi n d e d a nt e b ell u m p o et s. Al o n g wit h 
J o h n Gr e e nl e af W hitti er’s v er s e, Pi er p o nt’s p o e ms w er e fr e q u e ntl y r e cit e d at p u bli c 
a ntisl a v er y m e eti n gs. Oli v er J o h ns o n, a l e a di n g a ntisl a v er y p u blis h er a n d G arris o n 
ass o ci a t e, p u blis h e d Pi er p o nt’s A nti-Sl a v er y P o e ms i n 1 8 4 3. T h e c oll e cti o n c o nt ai ns 
p o e ms t h at h a d a p p e ar e d m o stl y i n t h e p o etr y c ol u m ns of T h e Li b er at or  a n d T h e N ati o n al 
A nti -Sl a v er y St a n d ar d . Pi er p o nt’s writi n g s w er e als o a nt h ol o gi z e d wi d el y i n a ntisl a v er y 
p o et r y c oll e cti o ns, s u c h a s Willi a m All e n’ s A ut o gr a p hs of Fr e e d o m  ( 1 8 5 3). Wit h t his 
k n o wl e d g e, Br o w n s yst e m ati c all y pl a c es t his p o e m , li k e ot h er s, t hr o u g h o ut t h e t e xt w h er e 
a p pli c a bl e. I n t his p o e m, Br o w n utili z es Pi er p oi nt ’s i m a g er y a b o ut a r u n a w a y sl a v e 
w ait i n g f or ni g htf all s o t h at h e m a y c o nti n u e t o f oll o w t h e N ort h St ar t o fr e e d o m. T h er e is 
als o a ri c h all usi o n t o n at ur e a n d n at ur al i m a g er y. H e als o c o n n e ct s t h e sl a v e s t o n at ur e as 
t h e y ar e b ot h i n w aiti n g f or t h eir m o m e nt t o c o m pl et e t h e d e e ds t h at m ust b e d o n e. F or 
t h e st ar, it is t o o s hi n e n at ur al a n d ill u mi n at e a p at h t o fr e e d o m. F or th e sl a v e, it is t o 
c o nti n u e o n his  n at ur al a n d i n h er e nt p ur s uit f or fr e e d o m. Si mil arl y, Br o w n utili z es t h e 
p o e m “ E x p o st ul ati o n ”  ( 1 8 3 4) fr o m J o h n Gr e e nl e af W hitt er.  
S h all e v er y of E n gl a n d’ s fl a g  
Pr o cl ai m t h at all ar o u n d ar e fr e e,  
Fr o m ‘f art h est I n d’ t o e a c h bl u e cr a g  
T h at b e etl e s o’ er t h e W e st er n S e a ?  
A n d s h all w e s c off at E ur o p e’s ki n g s,  
W h e n Fr e e d o m’ s fir e is di m wit h us,  
A n d r o u n d o ur c o u ntr y’ s alt er cli n g s  
T h e d a m mi n g s h a d e of Sl a v er y’ s c ur s e  ( 1 6 0) 
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D uri n g t h e mi d dl e 1 8 0 0s, a h a n df ul of p o et s s p o k e o ut a g ai nst sl a v er y. H o w e v er, m a n y 
writ er s a n d n o v elist s, e v e n if t h e y p er s o n all y di d n ot c o n d o n e sl a v er y, r ar el y s p o k e 
a g ai nst it  i n t h eir w or ks. I n f a ct, f or v er y n o v el t h at s p o k e ill of sl a v er y, t h er e w er e 
s e v er al m or e pr o -sl a v er y st ori e s writt e n i n r es p o ns e. N e v ert h el e ss, e v e n wit h t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d Gr e e nl e af e x a m pl e, t h e p o et s oft e n us e n ati o n alisti c t o n es i n or d er t o 
ill ustr ate h o w A m eri c a ns w er e s o v e h e m e ntl y a g ai nst E n gl a n d, b ut at t h e s a m e ti m e w er e 
pr a cti ci n g t h e  s a m e atr o citi es e v e n t o a  gr e at er d e gr e e.  
W h e n dis c u ssi n g t h e s e p ar ati o n of f a mili es, h e all u d es t o Eli z a b et h M ar g ar et 
C h a n dl er’s p o e m, T h e B er e a v e d F at h er  ( 1 8 3 6). I n t his i nst a n c e, t h e a ut h or is a w hit e 
w o m a n c o n v e yi n g t h e b er e a v e m e nt of a w hit e m a n, Br o w n still u s es t his as a t o ol t o 
h u m a ni z e t h e bitt er e m oti o ns t h at sl a v e s oft e n e x p eri e n c e d  e a c h ti m e t h eir f a mili es ar e 
s e p ar at e d. H e f oll o w s t h e af or e m e nti o n e d q u ot e wit h a n  e x c er pt fr o m J o h n Gr e e nl e af 
W hitti er’ s “ T h e F ar e w ell of Vir gi ni a Sl a v e M ot h er t o H er D a u g ht er s S ol d i nt o S o ut h er n 
B o n d a g e ”  ( 1 8 3 8) -- t h us c o ntr asti n g a n d j u xt a p o si n g t h e e m oti o ns fr o m t w o f a mili e s of 
s e p ar at e r a c es. Br o w n d o es t his t o hig hli g ht t h e si mil ariti e s a n d t o p oi nt o ut t h at t h e 
p h ysi c al l o s s of a l o v e d o n e is e q u alit y p oi g n a nt f or b ot h Afri c a n -A m eri c a n a n d 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n f a mili e s. I n ot h er e x a m pl e s, u p o n Cl ot el ’ s d e at h, Br o w n i n cl u d e s a 
f ull s o n n et, “ T h e L e a p fr o m L o n g Bri d g e ”  b y Gr a c e Gr e e n w o o d ( 1 8 5 1). Br o w n c h a n g e d 
t h e n e xt t o l ast st a n z a a n d a d d e d a fi n al o n e t h at, b y i n v o ki n g A m eri c a n d e m o cr ati c i d eals 
a n d sl a v e h ol di n g pr a cti c es,  a u g m e nt s  t h e m or e s orr o w f ul t o n e of Gr e e n w o o d’s ori gi n al 
p o e m.  
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Br o w n e v e n utili z e s his p o etr y t o stri k e a n ati o n alist t o n e of h y p o cris y w h e n 
i n cl u di n g t h e ir o ni c r efr ai n t o t h e p o e m o n Cl ot el's d e at h, “ ‘ H urr a h f or o ur c o u ntr y! 
h urr a h! ’”  ( 2 2 2) a n d Br o w n's bl us hi n g f or “ o ur c o u ntr y's s h a m e ”  ( 2 4 4). O n o n e h a n d, 
Br o w n is c h e eri n g f or t h e U nit e d St at es w hil e, at t h e s a m e ti m e, p oi nti n g o ut t h at it is t h e 
U nit e d St at es t h at pr o p a g at e d a n d pl a y e d a si g nifi c a nt r ol e i n h er d e at h.    
 
El e v at e d L a n g u a g e i n Cl ot el  
Si mil ar t o  T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , Br o w n t a k es gr e at st e ps t o e ns ur e t h at t h e n arr ati v e 
is writt e n usi n g el e v at e d l a n g u a g e r at h er t h a n c oll o q ui al di al e ct s ( w hi c h w o ul d b e c o m e 
m or e p o p ul ar i n s u bs e q u e nt y e ar s d uri n g t h e a g e of A m eri c a n R e alis m).  Ni n et e e nt h 
c e nt ur y as s u m pti o ns a b o ut bl a c k i nf eri orit y l e d m a n y of Br o w n’ s c o nt e m p or ari es t o 
r e g ul at e bl a c k lit er at ur e t o sl a v e n arr ati v e a n d p er s o n al e x p eri e n c e. H o w e v er, w hil e 
Br o w n d efi nit el y utili z es p er s o n al e x p eri e n c e, h e als o us es m a n y of t h e lit er ar y 
c o n v e nti o ns at his dis p o s al. It w as n ot a n u n c o m m o n pr a cti c e f or w hit e a b oliti o nist s t o 
writ e pr e p ar at or y m at eri als f or w or ks b y bl a c k a ut h or s i n  or d er t o a ut h e nti c at e t h eir  
l e giti m a c y a n d r e a d a bilit y f or t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er.  H o w e v er, i n Br o w n’s 
pr ef a c e t o his n o v el, h e d o es n ot m e nti o n his o w n p er s o n al e x p eri e n c e of sl a v er y , b ut 
r at h er dis c uss es his lif e si n c e b e c o mi n g fr e e w hil e m ai nt ai ni n g a s c h ol arl y, pr of es si o n al 
t o n e. H e c o nti n u es t his t o n e i n t h e a ct u al n arr ati v e as w ell. E v e n t h o u g h c ert ai n c h a pt er s 
a n d s c e n e s m a y b e writt e n i n  a m or e c o n v er s ati o n al t o n e, t h e n arr ati o n a s w ell as t h e 
di al e ct , as wit h T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , is writt e n i n pr of essi o n al St a n d ar d  E n glis h. O n e m u st 
c o nsi d er t h at m o st o f Br o w n fi cti o n c o nt e m p or ari e s all u s e d st a n d ar d A m eri c a n E n glis h –  
9 0  
 
p arti c ul arl y  a m o n g t h e r o m a n c e s. T o b e vi e w e d as a cr e di bl e lit er ar y w or k t h at c a n tr ul y 
c o n v e y t h e d e e p er m e a ni n g t h at lit er at ur e w as b eli e v e d t o e v o k e at t h e ti m e, Br o w n, as 
di d his c o nt e m p o r ari es w a nt e d t o hi g hli g ht t h eir c ult ur al, lit er ar y, p oliti c al, s o ci al, a n d 
rh et ori c al a c u m e n . Br o w n als o d e m o nstr at es t his w h e n h e t a k es t h e r e a d er b a c k t o 1 6 2 0 
a n d hi g hli g ht s, “ ...t h e m el a n c h ol y wil ds of L a br a d or a n d N e w E n gl a n d’s ir o n-b o u n d 
s h or es, t h e w est er n c o ast of I r el a n d a n d t h e r o c k d ef e n d e d H e bri d es”  ( Br o w n 1 5 5). Wit h 
t his e x a m pl e al o n e, Br o w n is c o nfi d e nt t h at his r e a d er s ar e as a w ar e as h e is a b o ut 
H e bri d es, t h e  ar c hi p el a g o off t h e w est c o ast of m ai nl a n d S c otl a n d . 
 
T h e m es of N ati o n alis m I n Cl ot el  
T h e o nl y r e m n a nt fr o m t h e c ol o ni al er a  t h at t h e fir st p u blis h e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
fi cti o n w rit er s c arri e d o v er i nt o t h eir w or ks is t h e t h e m e of n ati o n alis m or n ati o n al 
i d e alis m. I n Ch a pt er 2 0, Br o w n t a k es a m o m e nt t o hi g hli g ht t h e n ati o n’ s c h ar a ct er. “ W e, 
as i n di vi d u als, ar e f ast l o si n g o ur r e p ut ati o n f or h o n e st d e ali n g. O ur n a ti o n is l o si n g it s 
c h ar a ct er. T h e l o ss of a fir m n ati o n al c h ar a ct er, or t h e d e gr a d ati o n of a n ati o n’ s h o n o ur, is 
t h e i n e vit a bl e pr el u d e t o h er d estr u cti o n”  ( Br o w n 1 5 3). H e c o nti n u es, “ B e h ol d t h e o n c e 
pr o u d f a bri c of t h e R o m a n E m pir e …  w h er e is h er s pl e n d o ur, h er w e alt h, h er p o w er, h er 
gl or y ”  ( 1 5 0) ? Br o w n c o m p ar es A m eri c a t o t h e R o m a n E m pir e, w hi c h c o ul d n ot st o p it s 
d estr u cti v e w a ys u ntil t h e e m pir e e v e nt u all y c oll a p s e d. N e v ert h el es s, Br o w n dis c us s es 
t his fr o m t h e p er s p e cti v e of a f ello w A m eri c a n, n ot a n o ut si d er. H e i n cl u d e s dir e ct q u ot es 
fr o m T h o m a s J eff er s o n i n h el p i nstill his p oi nt s, s u c h as “ T h e w h ol e c o m m er c e … is a 
p er p et u al e x er cis e of t h e m o st b oist er o us p assi o ns, t h e m o st u nr e mitti n g d es p otis m o n t h e 
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o n e p art a n d t h e d e gr a di n g s u b mis si o n o n t h e ot h er ”  ( Br o w n 1 3 0). T his ir o ni c all y, p oi nt s 
o ut t h e d e e p c o ntr a di cti o ns of A m eri c a’ s f o u n di n g f o u n d er s as J eff er s o n hi ms elf, i n t h e 
n arr ati v e, is s ai d t o h a v e f at h er e d Cl ot el, wit h h er m ot h er w h o m h e k e pt as his sl a v e 
mistr ess. A n g el y n Mit c h ell writ es, “ Br o w n e m pl o ys J eff er s o ni a n r h et ori c as a 
pr o p a g a n disti c d e vi c e, b ut T h o m a s J eff er s o n is p h ysi c all y a bs e nt fr o m t h e n arr ati v e ”  ( 8). 
Br o w n s oli cit s his r e a d er s i n Brit ai n ( w h e r e sl a v er y h a d b e e n a b olis h e d i n 1 8 3 8) 
t o p ut pr ess ur e o n A m eri c a w h er e sl a v er y w as still a r e alit y. W hil e c o m m e nti n g a b o ut 
i niti all y s e e ki n g  Britis h a u di e n c e s, Br o w n st at es, “ O n e l a n g u a g e, o n e lit er at ur e, t h e 
i nfl u e n c e of t h e Britis h p u bli c o pi ni o n is v er y gr e at o n t h e p e o pl e of t h e N e w W orl d”  ( 4). 
A d diti o n all y, d uri n g  t h e mi d dl e 1 9t h c e nt ur y, w hil e A m eri c a ns e nj o y e d pri di n g 
t h e ms el v es o n b ei n g diff er e nt a n d s e p ar at e  fr o m t h e Britis h, m a n y A m eri c a ns still h a d 
all e gi a n c es t h at r e m ai n e d t o Brit ai n a n d oft e n vi e w e d  E ur o p e as a w h ol e as t h e 
pr o g e nit or s of r efi n e d c ult ur e. Br o w n writ es, “ B e c a us e h e visit s E n gl a n d f or t h e p ur p o s e 
of i n cr e a si n g, c o ns oli d ati n g, a n d dir e cti n g Britis h h u m a nit y a n d pi et y a g ai nst t h e h orri bl e 
s yst e m of sl a v er y i n A m eri c a, b y w hi c h t hr e e milli o n of h u m a n b ei n g s, b y cr e ati o n t h e 
c hil dr e n of G o d, ar e r a n k e d wit h f o ur -f o ot e d b e ast s, a n d tr e at e d as m ar k et a bl e 
c o m m o diti es ”  ( Br o w n 3 1). On e s h o ul d  n oti c e t h at h e r ef er s t o A m eri c a a s “ o ur ”  n ati o n , 
n ot “ y o ur s ”  or “ t h eir s” . T his ill ustr at es t h e o w n er shi p h e i m pli es w h e n r ef erri n g  t o t h e 
c o u ntr y.  W h e n  t h e n oti o n is m e nti o n e d a b o ut l e a vi n g t h e c o u ntr y, Mr. C arlt o n s a ys, 
“ L et’s s e n ds t h e m t o Li b eri a ” . Mr. C arlt o n’ s wif e r e pli e s, “ I s n ot t his t h eir n ati v e l a n d ? 
W h at ri g ht h a v e w e m or e t h a n t h e N e gr o t o s oil h er e, or t o st yl e o ur s el v es N ati v e 
A m eri c a ns ? ( B r o w n 1 3 4). Br o w n us es Mr s. C arlt o n’s c o m m e nt ar y t o m a k e t h e p oi nt 
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a b o ut w h at it m e a ns t o b e a n A m eri c a n. H e ess e nti all y st at es t h at if A m eri c a ns tr ul y li v e d 
b y t h e f o u n di n g pri n ci pl es as t h e y ar e writt e n i n t h e C o nstit uti o n a n d D e cl ar ati o n of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e, t h e n t h e e n di n g of sl a v er y a n d t h e o p pr essi o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p e o pl e  
w o ul d b e a b e n efit t o all. “ S h e, li k e Willi a m, si g h e d f or fr e e d o m, b ut n ot t h e fr e e d o m 
w hi c h e v e n Britis h s oil c o nf er s a n d i ns pir e s, b ut fr e e d o m fr o m t ort uri n g p a n g s, a n d 
o v er w h el mi n g gri ef ”  ( Br o w n 8). 
T hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el, Br o w n p eri o di c all y c o m p ar e s lif e i n A m eri c a t o fr e e d o m 
o n Britis h s oil. Si n c e it h a d  o nl y b e e n o n e or t w o g e n er ati o n s si n c e A m eri c a w o n it s 
fr e e d o m fr o m E n gl a n d, c o ntr ast s a n d c o m p aris o ns wit h E n gl a n d w er e  still c o m m o n i n t h e 
mi n ds of m a n y A m eri c a ns. As s u c h, Br o w n fr e q u e ntl y  m e nti o ns t h e fr e e d o m t h at 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  p e o pl e w o ul d e x p eri e n c e i n E n gl a n d i n c o m p aris o n t o t h e br ut al a n d 
i n h u m a n e o p pr essi o n t h at t h e y r o uti n el y f a c e d w hil e li vi n g o n A meri c a n s oi l. T h e h o p e 
w a s t h at t his w o ul d e n g e n d er t h e r e a d er  t o r el e nt a n y s u p p ort f or sl a v er y if, at l e ast, t o 
h a v e m or e d e c e n c y t h a n t h eir Britis h c o u nt er p art s. At t h e c o n cl u si o n of a p arti c ul ar 
a n e c d ot e a b o ut w h at c o n vi n c e d a sl a v e t o stri k e o ut t o w ar d fr e e d o m, Br o w n writ es, “ I t ell 
y o u w h y I j oi n e d t h e r e v olt e d N e gr o es. I h a v e h e ar d m y m ast er r e a d t h e D e cl ar ati o n of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e ‘t h at all m e n ar e cr e at e d e q u al, a n d t his c a u s e d m e t o i n q uir e of m ys elf 
w h o I w as a sl a v e ”  ( Br o w n 1 9 0). A g ai n, t his s c e n e s h o ws Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns  i n t h e s a m e 
li g ht as t he A m eri c a n c ol o nist s t h at f a c e d  t h e Britis h i n t h e 1 7 7 0s. G e or g e e m b o di e s t h e 
v er y n ati o n alisti c i d e als f or w hi c h t h e e arl y c ol o nist s f o u g ht f or 7 7 y e ar s pri or. I n  t h e 
pr ef a c e t o Cl ot el, Br o w n st at es his o v ert i nt e nti o ns:  “ If t h e i n ci d e nt s s et f ort h i n t h e 
f oll o wi n g p a g e s s h o ul d a d d a n yt hi n g n e w t o t h e i nf or m ati o n alr e a d y gi v e n t o t h e p u bli c 
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t hr o u g h si mil ar p u bli c ati o ns, a n d s h o ul d t h er e b y ai d i n bri n gi n g Britis h i nfl u e n c e t o b e ar 
u p o n A m eri c a n sl a v er y, t h e m ai n o bj e ct f or  w hi c h t his w or k w as writt e n will h a v e b e e n 
a c c o m plis h e d ”  ( 1 6). Mit c h ell a d ds t h at Br o w n “ p ur p o s ef ull y a n d c o nsist e ntl y q u ot es t h e 
i d e als e x pr e ss e d i n t h e D e cl ar ati o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e a n d i n J eff er s o n's a ntisl a v er y 
s p e e c h e s, i. e., “ t h at all m e n ar e b y n at ure e q u al ”  a n d “ e n d o w e d b y t h e Cr e at or wit h 
c ert ai n ri g ht s, w hi c h ar e irr efr a g a bl e ”  t o s h o w t o t h e w orl d t h e i n c o nsist e n ci es of 
d e m o cr ati c i d e ol o g y i n t h e U nit e d St at es ”  ( 9). O n e of t h e m o st tr a gi c ir o ni es of t h e b o o k 
is t h at f a ct t h at Cl ot el c o m mit s s ui ci d e n e ar t h e v er y gr o u n d s t h at s h e o n c e r esi d e d wit h 
h er f a mil y a n d t h e pr esi d e nt “ wit hi n pl ai n si g ht of t h e Pr esi d e nt's h o u s e a n d t h e C a pit al of 
t h e U ni o n”  ( 6). 
 
R eli gi o n a n d S pirit u alit y  in Cl ot el  
W hil e s u p er n at ur al el e m e nt s ar e n ot us e d as m u c h i n Cl ot el, Br o w n d o es us e 
s pirit u alit y a n d r eli gi o n t o a p p e al t o t h e r e a d er s’ r eli gi o us a n d/ or  m or al s e nsi biliti es. I n 
t h e C h a pt er S e v e n r e g ar di n g p o or w hit es i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h, Br o w n i ntr o d u c es a 
q u ot e fr o m t h e R e v er e n d Dr. J o el P ar k er. “ N o s e e mi n g of l o gi c c a n e v er c o n vi n c e t h e 
A m eri c a n p e o pl e t h at t h o us a n ds of o ur sl a v e -h ol di n g br et hr e n ar e n ot e x c ell e nt, h u m a n e, 
a n d e v e n C hristi a n m e n, f e ari n g G o d, a n d k e e pi n g His c o m m a n d m e nt ”  ( 8 3). S c h ol ar 
D e a k N a b er s e x pl ai ns “ I n C h a pt er Si x of Cl ot el , Br o w n pr o d u c es w h at a mo u nt s t o a 
d e b at e a m o n g t hr e e w a ys of e v al u ati n g t h e et hi cs of sl a v er y. O n e m et h o d, r e pr es e nt e d b y 
Mr. J o h n P e c k, h ol d s t h at m a n’ s n at ur al ri g ht s m ust c o m e fr o m ‘‘ s o m e a ut h orit y’’ 
( Br o w n 1 0 7) i n t h e Bi bl e a n d n ot es t h at si n c e A d a m a n d E v e h a d o nl y ali e n a ble ri g ht s, it 
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is h ar d t o s e e a f o u n d ati o n f or i n ali e n a bl e ri g ht s i n t h e Bi bl e’s el a b or ati o n of t h e 
c o n diti o n of m a n ”  ( N a b er s 9 9) H e g o es o n t o dis c u ss t h at “ a n alt er n at e p oi nt of vi e w 
r el a y e d t hr o u g h Mr. C arlt o n, m ai nt ai ns t h at “ ri g ht s a n d wr o n gs,”  b ei n g t h e cr e ati o ns of 
m a n i n his ‘ gr e g ari o us st at e,’ ar e ‘ n e c es s aril y t h e cr e at ur es of s o ci et y’ a n d t h at t h e y ar e 
t h er ef or e b ot h ‘ artifici al a n d v ol u nt ar y’ ”  ( N a b er s 9 9). B ot h of t h e st a n c es pr es e nt e d ar e 
criti c al t o w ar d sl a v er y. H o w e v er, N a b er s als o p oi n t s o ut t h at P e c k’s bi bli c al 
c o m mit m e nt s “ all o w ‘ o ur ri g ht s’ o nl y i n r el ati o n t o ‘ o ur d uti e s’ ( 1 0 8) a n d g o n o f urt h er 
t h a n c alli n g f or sl a v es t o h a v e s o m e a c c es s t o t h e g o s p el ”  ( N a b er s 1 0 0). C art o n o n t h e 
ot h er h a n d s a ys t h at h e is “ n o gr e at a d mir er of . . . sl a v er y”  ( 1 0 8), b ut h e als o a d ds t h at h e 
is “ n o gr e at a d mir er of t h e Bi bl e eit h er ”  ( 1 0 8). S o  t h e ar g u m e nt is l eft a m bi g u o us b e c a u s e 
e v e n if o n e w er e t o pr o vi d e a r eli gi o us a p p e al a g ai nst sl a v er y, m a n y p e o pl e si m pl y v al u e 
t h e m o n et ar y a n d s o ci al g ai n m or e s o t h a n t h e n e e d t o u p h ol d a n y m or al st a n di n g wit h 
r e g ar d t o t h e tr e at m e nt of e nsl a v e d Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns. S o, as r eli gi o n a n d s pirit u alit y ar e 
p oi nt s t o w hi c h Br o w n bri n gs att e nti o n, it is vi e w e d as a n iss u e of e x er cisi n g l a w s a n d 
ri g ht s t h a n a m or al j u d ge m e nt of w h at is ri g ht, wr o n g, or h u m a n e. S o w hil e t h e t o pi c is 
br o a c h e d, it is n ot pr es e nt e d i n t h e  w a y t h at it is pr es e nt e d i n ot h er w or ks w er e 
s u p er n at ur al a n d/ or s pirit u al el e m e nt s ar e at pl a y.  
T h er ef or e, i nst e a d of pr es e nti n g attri b ut es t h at ti e i nt o a s ol el y r o m a nti c us e of 
s u p er n at ur al a n d/ or s pirit u al o c c urr e n c e s, Cl ot el utili z e d s o m e pr a g m ati c a n d r e alist 
q u aliti es a s w ell. E ss e nti all y, “ t h e n o v el sit u at es it s elf b et w e e n s o ci et y’s t w o i m p uls e s, 
h u m a n l e gisl ati v e a cti vit y e x pli citl y i n v ol v e s us ur p at i o n of G o d b y m e n i n t h e n o v el, b ut 
a b oliti o n r e q uir es g o v er n m e nt al i ni ti ati v e a n d l e g al r ei nf or c e m e nt”  ( N a b er s 8 7). It is f or 
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t h es e r e as o ns t h at i n Cl ot el , h u m a n li b ert y b e c o m e s a p oliti c al/l e g al ar g u m e nt m or e  s o 
t h a n a m or al/r eli gi o u s o n e.  T h e l ar g est p oi nt of c o ntr ast is t h at f or m a n y  E ur o p e a n -
A m eri c a n m e n,  fr e e d o m is s o m et hi n g t h at is e n d o w e d b y t h e st at e, r at h er t h a n t h e G o d of 
C hristi a nit y. I n t h e mi n ds of m a n y of t h o s e w h o c o n d o n e d sl a v er y, E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n s 
cr e at e d t h e l a w, a n d i n t h at l a w, E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n m e n ar e fr e e a n d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
p e o pl e ar e n ot. T h er ef or e, fr e e d o m is a r e w ar d f or t h e hist or y’ s vi ct or s a n d sl a v er y is 
oft e n t h e o ut c o m e f or hist or y’ s l o s er s, or for t h e c o n q u er e d.  
Br o w n d o es a g o o d j o b of arti c ul ati n g t h es e n u a n c e s i n his t h o u g ht s a b o ut sl a v er y.  
N e v ert h el e ss, e v e n wit h t his k n o wl e d g e, Br o w n still a p p e als t o r eli gi o n a n d t h e g e n er al 
d e c e ntl y of h u m a n b ei n gs. “ S h all w e n ot … c o nti n u e i n pr a y er a n d s u p pli c ati o n t h at G o d 
will gr a nt us t h e s u p pli e s of his S pirit t o pr e p ar e us f or t h at w or k w hi c h h e h as gi v e n us t o 
d o ? … S h all n ot t h e w ail of t h e m ot h er as s h e s urr e n d er e d h er o nl y c hil d t o t h e gr as p of 
t h e r ut hl e ss ki d n a p p er, or t h e tr a d er i n h u ma n bl o o d, a ni m at e o ur d e v oti o ns ”  ( Br o w n 9 6)?  
A g ai n, Br o w n hi g hli g ht s t h e n at ur al gri e vi n g t h at c o m e s fr o m t h e u n c o m m o n pr a cti c e of 
sl a v er y. H e t h e n g o es o n t o s a y, “ If t h e Bi bl e s a n cti o ns sl a v er y, t h e n it misr e pr es e nt s t h e 
c h ar a ct er  of G o d ”  ( 9 7). N e v ert h el e ss, Br o w n still u s es r eli gi o u s i m a g er y, e v en w h e n 
hi g hli g hti n g t h e o p pr essi o n t h at fr e e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n s f a c ed  i n t h e n ort h, e v e n i n pl a c e s 
of w or s hi p. “ Willi a m f o u n d, aft er all, t h at li b ert y i n t h e s o -c all e d Fr e e St at es w as m or e a 
n a m e t h a n a r e alit y; t h at pr ej u di c e f oll o w e d t h e c ol o ur e d m a n i nt o  e v er y pl a c e t h at h e 
m i g ht e nt er. T h e t e m pl e s er e ct e d f or t h e w or s hi p of t h e li vi n g G od ar e n o e x c e pti o n ”  
( Br o w n 1 5 0). 
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N ot o nl y is C hristi a nit y u s e d t o v ali d at e t h e c a pti vit y of Bl a c k s, b ut it is als o us e d 
t o r ei nf or c e sl a v e-h ol di n g o n t h e pl a nt ati o ns. R e v er e n d P e c k, t h e n o v el’ s sl a v e h ol di n g 
C hristi a n r e pr es e nt ati v e m ai nt ai ns t h at sl a v e -h ol di n g is di vi n el y or d ai n e d, a n d hi s sl a v es 
ar e lit er all y t a u g ht t h at “ t h e L or d i nt e n d e d t h e m f or sl a v es”  ( 1 0 2). R e v er e n d P e c k's 
d a u g ht er, h o w e v er, b eli e v e s t h at “ tr u e C hristi a n l o v e is of a n e nl ar g e d, disi nt er est e d 
n at ur e. It l o v es all w h o l o v e t h e L or d J es us C hrist i n si n c erit y, wit h o ut r e g ar d t o c ol o ur or 
c o n diti o n ”  ( 9 6). S h e pr a cti c e s t h e tr u e t e a c hi n gs of C hristi a nit y, at  l e a st b y A n gl o-
A m eri c a n et hi c al st a n d ar ds, b y h er oi c all y e m a n ci p ati n g h er sl a v es at h er d e at h.  
Li k e m a n y a b oliti o nist w or ks, Br o w n us es r eli gi o n as a m e a ns of p er s u a si o n  t o 
c o n vi n c e t h e r e a d er of t h e d estr u cti o n t h at t h e i nstit uti o n h a s c a us e d. Br o w n us es r eli gi o n 
as “ ...t h at c o m m a n d w hi c h r e g ul at es m arri a g e a m o n g C hristi a ns”  “ ...t h e sl a v e h ol d er s d o 
n ot t hi n k it is of a n y i m p ort a n c e ”  “ M arri a g e is i n d e e d t h e fir st a n d m o st i m p ort a nt 
i nstit uti o n of h u m a n e xist e n c e-- t h e f o u n d ati o n of all ci vili z ati o ns a n d c ult ur e --- t h e r o ot 
of c h ur c h a n d st at e.  E v e n i n t his e x a m pl e, Br o w n s p e a ks t o a n arr a n g e m e nt as si m pl e as 
m arri a g e b ei n g f or ci bl y d e ni e d t o t h e sl a v e, e v e n t h o u g h it is  o n e of t h e b a si c c o nstr u ct s 
o utli n e d i n t h e Bi bl e.  
A g ai n, Br o w n us es t h e p o etr y t o r el at e t o his r e a d er s ’ C hristi a n s e nsi biliti es. 
H o w e v er, t h e n o v el, Cl ot el is still g e n er all y criti c al of t h e C hristi a nit y pr a cti c e d b y t h eir 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n m ast er s. A n e pi gr a m fr o m t h e p o etr y of J o h n Gr e e nl e a f W hitti er at 
t h e b e gi n ni n g of C h a pt er Si x, “ T h e R eli gi o u s T e a c h er, ”  vi vi dl y r e v e als Br o w n's attit u d e:  
W h at! pr e a c h a n d e nsl a v e m e n ?  
Gi v e t h a n ks ? a n d r o b t h y o w n affli ct e d p o or ?  
T al k of t h y gl ori o us li b ert y, a n d t h e n  
B ol t h ar d t h e c a pti v e's d o or ? ( 9 1) 
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I nt er esti n gl y, Br o w n is criti c al of t h e s o ci al c o nstr u ct s of t h e C hristi a n s o ci et y t h at 
c o n d o n e sl a v er. As s u c h, t h e n o v el i n a d v erte ntl y  g ai ns  hi nt s of Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m, 
a n ot h er p o p ul ar m o v e m e nt t h at w as a cti v e i n t h e 1 8 5 0s.  W h e n dis c us si n g t h e gri m 
r e aliti es of d e at h, Br o w n s a ys, “ D e at h is a l e v el er, a n d n eit h er a g e, s e x, w e alt h, n or 
us ef ul n e ss c a n a v ert w h e n h e is p er mitt e d t o stri k e. T h e m o st b e a utif ul fl o w er s s o o n f a d e, 
a n d dr o o p, a n d di e, t his is als o t h e c as e wit h m a n; his d a ys ar e u n c ert ai n a s t h e p assi n g 
br e e z e. T his h o ur h e gl o ws i n t h e bl u s h of h e alt h a n d vi g o ur, b ut t h e n e xt h e m a y b e 
c o u nt e d wit h t h e n u m b er n o m or e k n o w n o n e art h ”  ( 1 5 8). T his is si mil ar t o t h e Willi a m 
C ull e n Br y a nt p o e m, “ T h a n at o psis ”  ( 1 8 2 1).  “ T h a n at o psis ”  is o n e of t h e e arli est p o e ms 
writt e n b y t h e ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y A m eri c a n p o et Willi a m C ull e n Br y a nt. T h a n at o psis is a 
Gr e e k w or d t h at m e a ns m e dit ati o n o n or c o nt e m pl ati o n of d e at h. T h e p o e m is a n el e g y 
t h at att e m pt s t o c o ns ol e h u m a ns, gi v e n th at e v er y o n e e v e nt u all y h as t o di e. Br o w n hi nt s 
at t h es e t h e m es i n t h e n o v el -- p arti c ul arl y w h e n dis c us si n g r eli gi o n or  t h e littl e w ort h 
t h at a sl a v es ’ lif e h a d i n t h e e y es of E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a ns.  Br o w n us es r eli gi o us  all usi o n 
a g ai n as h e st at es, “ I tr e m bl e f or m y c o u ntr y, w h e n r e c oll e ct t h at G o d is j ust, a n d t h at His 
j usti c e c a n n ot sl e e p f or e v er. T h e Al mi g ht y h as n o attri b ut e w hi c h c a n t a k e si d e wit h us i n 
s u c h a str u g gl e ”  ( 1 3 1). H e t h e n a d ds, “ ...t h e M a yfl o wer –  wit h  it s s er v a nt s of t h e li vi n g 
G o d , t h eir wi v e s a n d littl e o n es h a st e ni n g t o l a y t h e f o u n d ati o n of n ati o ns i n t h e 
o c ci d e nt al l a n ds of t h e s etti n g s u n ”  ( 1 5 5). E v e n t h o u g h Br o w n e x a mi n e s t h e h orri bl e 
p h ysi c al a n d ps y c h ol o gi c al tr e at m e nt t h at t h e sl a v e s e n d ur e d, h e still r et ur ns t o Go d f or 
pr ot e cti o n.  “ H e ar t h e v oi c e of pr a y er t o G o d f or his pr ot e cti o n, a n d t h e gl ori o us m u si c of 
pr ais e, as it br e a ks i nt o t h e wil d t e m p e st of t h e mi g ht y d e e p, u p o n  t h e e ar of G o d”  ( 1 5 5). 
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T his r eli gi o us c o m p o n e nt is m ai nl y pr e v al e nt b e c a us e of Br o w n’s o w n s pirit u a l b eli efs. 
I n f a ct, a c c or di n g t o his a ut o bi o gr a p h y, Br o w n’ s m ot h er’s l a st w o r ds t o hi m w er e “ G o d 
b e at y o u ”  ( 1 6) b ef or e h e w as s ol d a w a y. 
 
D ar k R o m a niti cis m i n  Cl ot el  
 N ot all r o m a nti c writ er s w o ul d p ortr a y t e n et s of D ar k R o m a nti cis m or A nti -
Tr a ns c e n d e nt alis m. N e v ert h el es s, Br o w n i n cl u d es s o m e m el a n c h ol y a n d gr ot es q u e 
el e m e nt s t h at m a y b e c o m p ar a bl e t o a M el vill e or P o e a n d t h eir D ar k R o m a nti c l e a ni n gs.  
Br o w n t a k es t h e ti m e t o pr o vi d e a n u nfl i n c hi n g vi e w of u n c o mf ort a bl e a n d s o m eti m es 
gr u es o m e m o m e nt s t h at a c c o m p a n y lif e as a sl a v e. W h e n d es cri bi n g a r u n a w a y sl a v e 
b ei n g b ur n e d ali v e, Br o w n writ es, “ H e w at c h e d u n m o v e d t h e c urli n g fl a m e t h at gr e w, 
u ntil it b e g a n t o e nt wi n e it s elf ar o u n d a n d f e e d u p o n his b o d y, t h e n h e s e nt f ort h cri e s of 
a g o n y p ai nf ul t o t h e e ar, b e g gi n g s o m e o n e t o bl o w his br ai ns o ut ”  (Br o w n 6 2). H e 
c o nti n u e s, “ at t h e s a m e ti m e s ur gi n g wit h al m o st s u p er h u m a n str e n gt h, u ntil t h e st a pl e 
wit h w hi c h t h e c h ai n w as f a st e n e d t o t h e tr e e dr e w o ut, a n d h e l e a p e d fr o m t h e b ur ni n g 
pil e ”  ( 6 2) S e v er al sh ot s w er e fir e d. W h e n his b o d y f ell t o t h e gr o u n d, h e w as “ pi c k e d u p 
b y s o m e t w o or t hr e e a n d a g ai n t hr o w n i nt o t h e fir e, a n d c o ns u m e d, n ot a v esti g e 
r e m ai ni n g t o s h o w t h at s u c h a b ei n g e v er e xist e d”  ( Br o w n 6 2). Br o w ns d es cri pti o n of t h e 
sl a v e b ei n g b ur n e d  ali v e at st a k e l e a ds i nt o t h e gr ot es q u e a n d m el a n c h ol y -- e x pl or e d b y 
D ar k R o m a nti cist s s u c h as E d g ar All e n P o e, H er m a n M el vill e, a n d N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e. 
I n t his c h a pt er, Br o w n t a k es o n e of t h e d ar k est f a ct s of ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y A m eri c a n lif e 
a n d pl a c e s  it o n dis pl a y f or t h e r e a d er.  
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I n t h e p o st-b ell u m 1 8 6 7 v er si o n of t h e n o v el,  Br o w n a ct u all y i ntr o d u c es N at 
T ur n er. “ T h e n a m e of t his m a n w as N at T ur n er. H e w as a pr e a c h er a m o n g st t h e n e gr o es, 
disti n g uis h e d f or his el o q u e n c e, r es p e ct e d b y t h e w hit es, l o v e d  a n d v e n er at e d b y t h e 
n e gr o es. O n t h e dis c o v er y of t h e pl a n f or t h e o ut br e a k, T ur n er fl e d t o t h e s w a m ps, 
f oll o w e d b y t h o s e w h o h a d j oi n e d i n t h e i ns urr e cti o n”  ( Br o w n 2 0 2 ). I n t his v er si o n t h e 
m e n p ur s u e r e v e n g e r at h er t h a n t e m p eri n g it: “ fr o m r e v e n g e [ h e] i m br u e d his h a n d s i n t h e 
bl o o d o f all t h e w hit es h e c o ul d m e et”  ( 2 0 2). W h e n, i n r es p o ns e, “ t h e w hit e s m a ss a cr e d 
all bl a c ks f o u n d b e y o n d t h eir o w n er s’ pl a nt ati o ns, ”  a n d “ t h e n e gr o es, i n r et ur n, s et fir e t o 
h o us es, a n d p ut t h o s e t o d e at h w h o att e m pt e d t o es c a p e t h e fl a m e s ”  ( 2 0 3). Br o w n s e es 
si m pl y t h e o p er ati o ns of sl a v er y, n ot a r e as o n a bl e pr ot est a g ai nst it. H e writ es, “ T h e 
c ar n a g e w a s a d d e d t o c ar n a g e, a n d t h e bl o o d of t h e w hit es fl o w e d t o a v e n g e t h e bl o o d of 
t h e bl a c ks. T h es e w er e t h e r a v a g es of sl a v er y ”  ( 2 0 3). B ut, as w e will s e e, e v e n as Br o w n 
r ef u s e s t o r e pr es e nt a sl a v e r e v olt as a n yt hi n g m or e t h a n c ar n a g e, his n o v el it s elf 
c o nstit ut es  a m or e s u c c essf ul r e v ol uti o n ar y eff ort ( N a b er s 8 7). C oll e cti v el y , a ll h a d a f e w 
k e y s c e n es t o ill ustr at e t h e gr ot es q u e  a n d p er v er s e r e aliti es  of A m eri c a n sl a v er y.  
T h e s e p ar ati o n of Cl ot el a n d h er d a u g ht er l e a ds t o Cl ot el's d e at h; Alt h es a's 
d a u g ht er s, s e p ar at e d b y sl a v er y, di e a p art. I n s h ort, sl a v er y's gr e at est atr o cit y, a c c or di n g 
t o Br o w n, is t h e fr a ct uri n g of t h e e nsl a v e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n’ s f a mil y. H e writ es, 
“ H u s b a n ds a n d wi v es w er e s e p ar at e d wit h a d e gr e e of i n diff er e n c e t h at is u n k n o w n i n 
a n y ot h er r el ati o n of lif e, e x c e pt t h at of sl a v er y. Br ot h er s a n d sist er s w er e t or n fr o m e a c h 
ot h er; a n d m ot h er s s a w t h eir c hil dr e n  l e a v e t h e m f or t h e l ast ti m e o n t his e art h”  ( 6 5). 
E v e n i n  c o nt e m p or ar y lit er at ur e, n o v elist s still gr a p pl e wit h t his u nf or g ett a bl e a n d 
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u nf or g ett a bl e p h e n o m e n o n of cr u el f a mili al s e p ar ati o n. I n B el o v e d  ( 1 9 8 7), T o ni M orris o n 
c o m p ar e s t his s e p ar ati o n t o a g a m e of c h e c k er s a n d d es cri b e s w h at s h e r ef er s t o as “ t h e 
n a sti n es s of lif e ”  …t h at t h e pl a y er s di d n ot st o p pl a yi n g c h e c k er s j ust b e c a u s e t h e pi e c e s  
h a p p e n e d t o b e s o m e o n e's c hil d  (M orris o n 9) . W h e n d es cri bi n g n at ur e, Br o w n writ es, 
“ All n at ur e ar o u n d w as h us h e d i n sil e n c e, a n d s e e m e d t o p art a k e of t h e g e n er al 
m el a n c h ol y w hi c h h u n g o v er t h e q ui et r esti n g pl a c e of d e p art e d m ort als ”  ( 1 9 8). T his is a n 
e x a m pl e of Br o w n usi n g a nti -tr a ns c e n d e nt alist or d ar k r o m a nti c i m a g er y. H e a d ds, “ ... a n 
a g e d w e e pi n g will o w b o w e d  it s t hi c k f oli a g e t o t h e gr o u n d, as t hr o u g h a n xi o u s t o hi d e 
fr o m t h e s cr uti ni zi n g g a z e of c uri o sit y t h e gr a v e b e n e at h i n”  ( 1 9 8). 
 A n ot h er as p e ct of d ar k r o m a nti c writi n g is t h e e x a mi n ati o n of a ct s of cr u elt y –  
p arti c ul arl y f or o n e h u m a n b ei n g t o a n ot h er. T o e x e m plif y t his, Br o w n writ es, “ W h at a n  
i n c o m pr e h e nsi v e m a c hi n e is m a n! W h o c a n e n d ur e t oil, f a mi n e, stri p e s, i m pris o n m e nt, 
a n d d e at h it s elf, i n vi n di c ati o n of his o w n li b ert y, a n d t h e n e xt m o m e nt b e d e af t o all 
t h o s e m oti v es, w h o s e p o w er s u p p ort e d hi m t hr o u g h his tr ail, a n d i nfli ct o n his f ello w -
m e n a b o n d a g e, o n e h o ur of w hi c h is fr a u g ht wit h mis er y t h a n a g es of t h at w hi c h  h e r o s e 
i n r e b elli o n t o o p p o s e”  ( Br o w n 1 3 1)! I n a d diti o n, Br o w n still m a n a g es t o eff e cti v el y 
p ortr a y t h e sl a v e a u cti o n bl o c k s, c h a s es wit h r a bi d bl o o d h o u n ds, i n d e nt ur e d E ur o p e a n -
A m eri c a n s er v a nt s, m ur d er s, s ui ci d es, a n d m or e. “ T h e d e v ast ati n g 1 8 3 1 y ell o w f e v er 
e pi d e mi c i n N e w Orl e a ns  a n d N at T ur n er's f at ef ul i ns urr e cti o n i n Vir gi ni a i n 1 8 3 2 ar e 
b ot h d es cri b e d wit h t h e h arr o wi n g h orr or s t h at a c c o m p a ni e d t h e m ”  ( Mit c h ell 9). 
Ult i m at el y, p er h a ps b e c a u s e of t h e c o n diti o ns t h at h e h as wit n es s e d a n d e n d ur e d, Br o w n 
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as w ell as s e v er al ot h er Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s i n t h e 1 8 5 0’s e a sil y sli p i nt o 
D ar k R o m a nti c s e nsi biliti es.  
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C H A P T E R I V  
T H E G A RI E S A N D T H EI R F RI E N D S  
T h e A r c h et y p e o f th e R o m a nti c H er o  i n T h e G ari es 
 As wit h t h e pr e vi o usl y d es cri b e d e x a m pl es of R o m a nti cis m a n d n oti o n of t h e 
r o m a nti c h er o, t h e n o v el c e nt ers o n a pr ot a g o nist t h at c a n b e vi e w e d a s a c o m m o n m a n. 
I n t his c a s e, t h e st or y b e gi ns wit h a w hit e m a n, b ut e v e n t his is d o n e t o f urt h er e n g e n d er 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a ns , or Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns wit h E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n p ar e nt s or 
gr a n d p ar e nt s. T his pr o vi d e d a p oi nt of vi e w f or w hit e a nt e b ell u m A m eri c a ns of t h e 
t e di o us str ai ns o n t h e oft e n mi x-r a c e d d om e sti c l a b or er t h at w or k e d wit hi n a s l a v e st at e. 
T his s er v es as a j u xt a p o siti o n t o t h e br ut e p h ysi c al l a b or ass o ci at e d wit h t h e fi el d sl a v es. 
Alt h o u g h t h e y w er e oft e n r es e n t e d b y ot h er sl a v e s d u e t o a s e e mi n gl y m or e pri vil e g e d 
p o siti o n i n li f e, W e b b c h o s e t o f o c us o n this gr o u p i n or d er t o ill u str at e h o w f ar a n d d e e p 
t h e t e nt a cl es of sl a v er y r e a c h. A g ai n, it m a y als o ir o ni c all y c a us e a r e a d er w h o w o ul d b e 
m or e s y m p at h eti c t o w ar d t h e i nstit uti o n of sl a v er y, e v e n if t h e y w er e a pr o p o n e nt of t h e 
br ut al fi el d l a b or, b e c a us e t h e y w o ul d m or e s o ass o ci at e t h e ms el v e s wit h t h e c h ar a ct er s i n 
t h e b o o k a n d t h e lif est yl e t h e y p ortr a y. E v e n t h o u g h T h e G ari es h as a n u n c o n v e nti o n al 
t a k e o n t h e r o m a nti c h er o ar c h et y p e. W e b b i nstills c ert ai n R o m a nti c t e n et s wit hi n v ari o us 
c h ar a ct er s. H e e v o k es t h e  t h e m e of y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e b ei n g vi e w e d as p o siti v e. 
Alt h o u g h t h e G ari es s e e m t o g e n ui n el y c ar e f or o n e a n ot h er, t h e y still m ust l e ar n h o w t o  
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m ai n t ai n i n a br ut al r a cist e n vir o n m e nt, w hi c h w o ul d b e d a n g er o us f or c o u pl e s w h o 
w o ul d c h o o s e t o c ulti v at e a n e q uit a bl e r o m a nti c r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n p e o pl e of diff er e nt 
r a c es. Ulti m at el y, e v e n wit h t h e h el p of t h e Ellis e s, t h e G ari e s e n c o u nt er P hil a d el p hi a 
wit h t h e e y e s of a fr es h n e w c hil d. T his s p e a k s t o t h e y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e t h at m a n y 
r o m a nti c pr ot a g o nist s e x hi bit. As s u c h, b e c a u s e of h o w t h e n arr at or r el at es t h e 
e x p eri e n c e s of t h e G ari e f a mil y, t h e u ni nf or m e d r e a d er w o ul d r e c ei v e t h e e m oti o n al a n d 
sit u ati o nal  “ s h o c k ”  of t h e v ari e d e v e nt s i n m u c h t h e s a m e w a y t h at t h e G ari es w o ul d. 
T his als o a d ds a c ert ai n l e v el of a ut h e nti cit y  a n d b eli e v a bilit y t o t h e st or y  b e c a u s e it 
i ntr o d u c es t h e r e a d er t o t h e r a cis m i n t h e n ort h t h at is m or e s u btl e t h a n a n d  n ot  q uit e  as 
o v ert as i n t h e s o ut h -- b ut is j u st as p o w erf ull y d e str u cti v e t o i n di vi d u als a n d f a mili e s. 
W e b b als o all u d es t o t h e i n n o c e n c e of n ot o nl y his sl a v e a n d c o m m o n -l a w wif e, E mil y 
G ari e, b ut i n Mr. Cl ar e n c e G ari e hi ms elf. Alt h o u g h h e is a n a d ult, W e b b  stil l h a s t o l e ar n 
t h e e x p eri e n c es a n d r a ci al a n d s o ci al n u a n c es a b o ut li vi n g i n t h e n ort h as h e is a n e wl y 
arri v e d tr a ns pl a nt. T his w o ul d all o w t h e r e a d er t o s e e t h e w orl d t h at W e b b cr e at es  
t hr o u g h t h e s o m e w h at n ai v e e y e of his pr ot a g o nist.   
 At t h e st art of  t h e n o v el, h e d es cri b es his c hil dr e n w h o ar e u nti d y a n d 
r a m b u n cti o us, b ut at t h e s a m e ti m e, q uit e i nt elli g e nt. F or e x a m pl e, w h e n Br o w n d es cri b e s 
C h arli e Ellis, h e  s a ys “ His h air w a s a r u d d y br o w n, a n d his h air, e ntir el y i n n o c e nt of a 
c o m b, w as d e c or at e d w it h di v er s f e at h er y t o k e ns of his l a st ni g ht’ r est”  ( Br o w n 2 9). 
A d dit i o n all y, w h e n his t e a c h er as ks if h e c a n s p ell. He r es p o n ds b y t h e atri c all y st utt eri n g 
t hr o u g h his s p ell er, a w ar e t h at his t e a c h er h a s n e v er e nt ert ai n e d t h e p o ssi bilit y “ t h at h e 
c o ul d d o m or e t h a n s p ell ”  ( 2 4 8). C h arli e e x pl oit s his t e a c h er's ass u m pti o n of bl a c k 
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i nt ell e ct u al i nf eri orit y. T his s er ve s t w o p ur p o s es –  it ill ustr at es t h e y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e 
a n d n at ur al c a n d or of t h e Ellis  a n d t h e G ari e  c hil dr e n w h e n n ot br o k e n b y t h e s yst e m of 
sla v er y a n d r a ci al o p pr essi o n t h at e xist e d i n t h e n ort h. A d diti o n all y, it hi g hli g ht e d t h e 
c hil d’s n at ur al i nt elli g e n c e. T h er ef or e, t h e r efi n e m e nt a n d e d u c ati o n of t h e c hil dr e n is n ot 
s o m et hi n g c o ntri v e d a n d fr a u d ul e nt, b ut i nst e a d is n at ur al a n d i n h er e nt, w h i c h s p e a ks t o 
c ert ai n q u aliti e s of pri miti vis m. Li k e i n T h e H e r oi c Sl a v e  a n d Cl ot el , di al e ct a n d el o q u e nt 
c o m m u ni c ati o n w er e h all m ar ks of a s o p histi c at e d writ er. I n ess e n c e, e v e n t h o u g h a n air 
of s o p histi c ati o n is pr es e nt  at a y o u n g a g e, it is n ot s u c h a d e m o nstr ati v e tr ait t h at it is 
vi e w e d a s n e g ati v e. A d diti o n all y, W e b b pr es e nt s  t his i n m or e of a n i n n o c e nt a n d pl a yf ul 
li g ht, b ut at t h e s a m e ti m e hi g hli g hti n g t h e c hil d’s n at ur al a biliti e s. 
 T h e i d e a of p ur e e m oti o n a n d i nt uiti o n o v er p o w eri n g r e as o n a n d l o gi c is 
s o m e w h at o v erl o o k e d d u e t o t h e c al c ul at e d m a n n er i n w hi c h t h e G ari es m a d e t h e 
d e cisi o n  t o m o v e t o P hil a d el p hia. A n ot h er p oi nt r e g ar di n g t h e R o m a nti c h er o t h at W e b b 
dis pl a ys is t h e attri b ut e of t h e c o m m o n m a n. H o w e v er h er e t h at ar c h et y p e is e xt e n d e d t o 
ot h er m e m b er s of t h eir f a mil y. T his is b e c a u s e , all e g ori c all y , t h e s e p ar at e f a mil y 
m e m b er s r e pr es e nt a c ert ai n as p e ct of t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c o m m u nit y as a w h ol e. As 
s u c h, Ellis ’s d a u g ht er, C a d d y  is a n ot h er e x a m pl e of s h e is r el at a bl e t o ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y 
w o m e n, as w o m e n ri g ht s w er e c o nstri ct e d  as m u c h as, if n ot m or e s o t h a n m a n y m e n of 
t h e er a. “ C a d d y l o v es t o cl e a n. Of pl ai n a p p e ar a n c e a n d “ of a r at h er s hr e wis h 
dis p o siti o n, ”  s h e is “ i n d ef ati g a bl e ... n e v er s o h a p p y as w h e n i n p o ss es si o n of a d ust or 
s cr u b bi n g br us h; s h e w o ul d h a v e r e g ar d e d a pl a c e w h er e s h e c o ul d h a v e li v e d i n a 
p er p et u al st at e of h o us e cl e a ni n g, as a n e art hl y p ar a dis e ”  ( Br o w n 1 6). A nti ci p ati n g a visit 
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fr o m Wi nst o n, C a d d y s pri n g s i nt o a cti o n. S h e m ak es s ur e t h at t h e Ellis es ’ littl e p arl or is 
t h e e pit o m e of or d er, bri n gi n g it t o “ a n ast o nis hi n g st at e of cl e a nli n e ss ”  ( W e b b 8 5). T h e 
d o m e sti c w o m e n, w h o as i n k e e pi n g wit h t h e c ult ur e of ti m e, w er e e x p e ct e d t o st a y h o m e 
a n d t e n d t o c hil dr e n a n d d o m esti c h o us e d uti es, w hil e t h e m e n w e nt o ut t o w or k. I n T h e 
G ari es , C a d d y is t h e i d e ali z e d, r o m a nti ci z e d v er si o n of t h at fi g ur e. Ulti m at el y, s h e 
s u p er vis es t h e el a b or at e arr a n g e m e nt s f or C h arl es a n d E mil y's w e d di n g a n d s u p p er, 
t yr a n ni zi n g W alt er s's st aff a n d dri vi n g t h e e ntr e pr e n e ur fr o m his o w n h o m e. W hil e i n t h e 
G ari es, n ot o n e c h ar a ct er p o ss ess e s all t h e attri b ut es of a R o m a nti c h er o, b ut c ert ai n 
as p e ct s ar e p ortr a y e d m or e vi vi dl y i n c ert ai n  c h ar a ct er s . 
 
D efi a n c e o f S o ci al A ut h orit y in T h e G ari es  
As i n all t h e w or ks e x a mi n e d i n t his st u d y, t h e i d e a of r e v olti n g a g ai nst a ut h orit y 
is still v er y m u c h pr es e nt. E v e n i n a n arr ati v e a b o ut fr e e i n di vi d u als li vi n g in r el ati v e 
c o mf ort i n t h e n ort h, t h er e is still a r a ci al el e m e nt t o o v er c o m e.  Ot h er n o v els, s u c h as O ur 
Ni g  b y H arri et Wils o n w o ul d l at er a d dr ess t h e c o n diti o ns of Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n t h e 
n o rt h at t h e e n d of t h e c e nt ur y. T h e de at h t h at s h a d o ws his Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c h ar a ct er s, 
a n d als o his E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n c h ar a ct er s i n diff er e nt w a ys.  T h e G ari es  t a k es as o n e of 
it s f or ms t h e hist ori c al r e alit y of r a ci al sl a v er y i n t h e U S, a  s o ci al d e at h w h o s e eff e ct s 
p er v a d e t h e N ort h. T h e s u c c e ss e s of W alt er s, t h e Ellis e s, a n d t h e G ari es ar e vi e w e d as 
e x c essi v e b y St e v e ns a n d t h e ri ot er s, w h o t ar g et t h e m f or att a c k; b y t h e p u bli c a n d pri v at e 
a ut h oriti es i n t h e n o v el w h o e nf or c e r a ci al b o u n d a ri e s o n t h e str e et c ar s a n d i n s c h o ols, 
tr a d es, c h ur c h es, a n d c e m et eri es; a n d t o s o m e e xt e nt b y H arri et B e e c h er St o w e a n d L or d 
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Br o u g h a m, t h e r e n o w n e d fi g ur es w h o i ntr o d u c e t h e b o o k as a p ar a bl e of c a p a bilit y a n d 
r e g ar d it s c h ar a ct er s a n d e v e nt s as “ p e c uli ar .”   
 N e v ert h el e ss, t h er e is a n oti o n t o c o nstr u e Mr. G ari e as a tr a gi c h er o, b e c a us e, 
u nli k e n e arl y all t h e ot h er c h ar a ct er s , h e di e s a tt e m pti n g t o st o p t h e v er y tr e at m e nt h e 
m o v e d t o t h e n ort h t o a v oi d . A d diti o n all y, his wif e di es i n c hil d birt h a n d his c hil d is 
ulti m at el y s ol d i nt o sl a v er y. A g ai n, h e s er v es a s a c o m p o n e nt of t h e r o m a nti c ar c h et y p e 
pr es e nt e d as t h e milit ar y h er o t h at als o p erf or ms d o m e sti c d uti es a n d s er vi n g i n  t h e h o m e. 
N e xt, W e b b j u xt a p o s es  Mr. G ari e’ s i m a g e a s a milit ar y l e a d er t o t h at o f E st h er, a n d h o w 
s h e is d e pi ct e d as “ s urr o u n d e d b y h er c hil dr e n a n d e n g a g e d i n d o m e sti c p ur s uit s ”  
( St o c kt o n 2 7 9). “ T hr o u g h t h es e i m a g es, W e b b p ar all els t h e m al e r e v ol uti o n ar y wi t h t h e 
f e m al e d o m esti c”  ( 2 7 9). T o g et h er, t h e y s er v e a s t w o e x a m pl e of t h e bl a c k c o m m u nit y 
t h at c a n f u n cti o n t o r esist w hit e c o ntr ol a n d vi ol e n c e. I n t his arr a n g e m e nt, t h e h us b a n d 
pr ot e ct s t h e wif e s o t h at t h e r e v ol uti o n ar y pr ot e ct s t h e bl a c k f e m al e s o t h at s h e c a n 
“ i n h a bit a st a bl e s p a c e, pr ot e ct e d fr o m t h e m ar k et r el ati o ns e m br a c e d b y w hit e c h ar a ct er s 
St o c kt o n ”  ( 2 8 0). T h es e i m a g es s er v e as a n e x a m pl e of a s u c c essf ul m arri a g e str u ct ur e, 
c o nsisti n g of a s elf -c o nfi d e nt l e a d er wit h a n urt uri n g Afri c a n -A m eri c a n m ot h er. 
A d diti o n all y, t his cr e at es a diff er e nt n arr ati v e f or t h e “ c o m m o n -l a w”  str u ct ur e i n w hi c h 
h e  c ar e s f or t h e G ari e s, as w ell as m a n y i nt err a ci al f a mili e s of t h e ti m e. T h er ef or e, all 
t h es e i m a g e s m o v e t o i nfl u e n c e a u di e n c e s a n d s u btl y c o nvi n c e r e a d er s t h at  Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n s, w h e n fr e e, ar e r e all y n o diff er e nt t h a n a n y ot h er p ers o n. Y et a v ari et y of 
a d diti o n al h ar ds hi ps ar e pl a c e d i n t h eir li v e s si m pl e b e c a u s e of t h eir r a c e, e v e n if t h e y 
h a v e t h e pri vil e g e of b ei n g of pr e d o mi n at el y E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n p ar e nt a g e.  
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 Alt h o u g h W e b b o nl y s o m eti m es o v ertl y d e cri e s t h e r a cist s yst e m i n w hi c h his 
c h ar a ct er s li v e, h e still t a k es ti m e t o a d dr ess m a n y of t h e is s u es t h at pl a g u e his 
c o m m u nit y i n m or e s u btl e w a ys. I n C h a pt er T w o , W e b b dis c u ss e s t h e a nti-e d u c ati o n 
m e nt alit y c o v et e d b y m a n y s o ut h er n er s. H o w e v er, i nst e a d o v ertl y a d dr e ssi n g t h e p oi nt,  
li k e D o u gl ass a n d m or e s o Br o w n h a d d o n e, W e b b l et s t h e di al o g u e a m o n gst t h e 
c h ar a ct er s ill ustr at e t h e pr es er v e di c h ot o m y “ W h at us e c a n L ati n or Gr e e k b e t o a 
c ol o ur e d b o y ? N o n e i n t h e w orl d …. T a k e m y a d vi c e Ell e n, a n d d o n’t h a v e hi m t a u g ht 
t hi n ks t h at will m a k e hi m f e el a b o v e t h e sit u ati o n h e, i n all pr o b a bilit y will h a v e t o fill ”  
( Br o w n 2 5). Li k e D o u gl a ss a n d Br o w n, W e b b, us es t h e di al o g u e b et w e e n t h e c h ar a ct er s 
t o all o w t h e r e a d er s t o t a k e o n a v o y e uristi c vi e w of t h e is s u es a d dr es s e d i n t h e n o v el. I n 
ess e n c e, t h e s p e a k er is wit n e ssi n g a c o n v er s ati o n a b o ut o p p o si n g o pi ni o ns r e g ar di n g 
e d u c ati o n, sl a v er y, mis c e g e n ati o n, et c. I n t h e c as e of e d u c ati o n, Br o w n v oi c e s t h e v er y 
o pi ni o ns t h at m a n y of t h o s e w h o w er e pr o -sl a v er y a n d a nti-e d u c ati o n w o ul d h a v e. 
H o w e v er,  t h e ot h er c h ar a ct er s ar e als o gi v e n a c h a n c e t o r ef ut e t h es e cl ai ms. T his is 
W e b b’s w a y of d ef yi n g s o ci al a ut h orit y. T his is si mil ar t o T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  i n w hi c h t h e 
r e a d er is gi v e n t h e o p p ort u nit y t o wit n ess t h at c h ar a ct er’s  v oi c e w h at c o ul d li k el y b e t h eir 
i d e a s a n d o pi ni o ns wit h Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns, wit h  p e o pl e w h o m t h e y w o ul d n e v er i nt er a ct 
wit h i n r e al lif e. I n a n ot h er e x a m pl e, Wi nst o n c o m m e nt s, “ W h y y o u ar e g etti n g al o n g 
w ell! I n s u p p o s e ”  ... t h at y o u ar e m u c h b ett er off t h a n t h e m aj orit y of y o ur c ol o ur e d 
fri e n ds. Fr o m all I c a n l e ar n, t h e fr e e c ol o ur e d p e o pl e i n t h e N ort h er n citi es ar e v er y 
b a dl y off ”  ( 4 9). T his is W e b b’ s w a y of c o n v e yi n g t h e f e eli n g s t h at m a n y s o ut h er ner s  f elt 
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d uri n g t h e 1 8 5 0s. H o w e v er, W e b b e x pr e ss e s a n d a d dr ess es t h es e p oi nt s a s w ell as t h e 
a p pli c a bl e c o u nt er p oi nt s, t h us m o vi n g t h e r e a d er t o c o nsi d er diff er e nt o pti o ns.  
 A d diti o n all y, w h e n G e or g e is dis c u ssi n g W alt er wit h Mr. Wi nst o n, h e s a ys, “ H e 
is as bl a c k as a m a n c a n c o n v e ni e ntl y b e. H e is v er y w e alt h y; s o m e s a y t h at h e is w ort h 
h alf a milli o n d oll ar s. H e o w ns t o m y c ert ai n k n o wl e d g e, o n e h u n dr e d bri c k h o us e s ”  ( 5 0). 
A g ai n, t his pl a nt s t h e s e e ds t h at Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns c a n b e w e alt h y a n d pr o s p er o us. E v e n 
if a l ar g e c o nstit u e n c y of t h e r e a d er s hi p d o es n ot a gr e e, s o ci al pr o gr ess is still m a d e b y 
e v e n i ntr o d u ci n g t h at p o ssi bilit y t o a n u ni nf or m e d r e a d er. A g ai n, w h e n dis c u ssi n g h o w 
s h e is tr e at e d b y h er w hit e c o u nt er p art s wit h Mr. G ari e, E mil y s a ys, “ T h e w hit e l a di es of 
t h e n ei g h b or h o o d will n ot ass o ci at e wit h m e, alt h o u g h I a m b ett er e d u c at e d, t h a n k s t o 
y o ur c ar e, t h a n m a n y of t h e m … ”  ( 5 7). N ot o nl y d o t h es e dis c u ssi o ns pl a nt s s e e ds i n t h e 
r e a d er s’ mi n d s a b o ut t h e h ar ds hi p s t h at m a n y w o m e n i n E mil y’ s sit u ati o n f a c e d, b ut it 
als o l et s t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er s k n o w a b o ut h o w e d u c at e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
w o m e n w er e still l o o k e d d o w n u p o n b y t h eir E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n p e er s t h at ar e n ot as 
e d u c at e d. Alt h o u g h m a n y ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y r o m a nti c n o v els b y  E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a ns 
a d dr ess e d a v ari et y of s o ci all y r el e v a nt p oi nt s, m a n y of t h e m s u c h as  M o b y Di c k  or T h e 
S c arl et L ett er  r o m a nti ci z e d t h e e x oti c s e as or A m eri c a’s dist a nt P urit a n p ast, a m aj or 
diff er e n c e is t h at T h e G ari es  a n d t h e ot h er n o v els writt e n b y Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns i n t h e 
1 8 5 0s dis c u ss es a n d e x a mi n e s  iss u e s t h at w er e v er y c o ntr o v er si al d uri n g t h eir ti m e of 
p u bli c ati o n. T his is p art of t h e m et h o d t h at writ er s, eit h er t hr o u g h t h eir c h ar a ct er s or 
t h or o u g h dir e ct e x p o siti o n, e x pr es s d efi a n c e t o w ar d t h e o p pr essi v e s o ci al c o n diti o ns of 
t h eir ti m e. 
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I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d th e R e v er n c e o f N at ur e in T h e G ari es  
 Alt h o u g h t h er e ar e v ari o us i nst a n c es of n at ur al i m a g er y i n T h e G ari es , W e b b 
s p e n ds a bit of ti m e dis c ussi n g t h e e x or bit a nt a m o u nt of f o o d t h at t h e y pr e p ar e. H e 
writ es, “ I n t h e c e ntr e st o o d a dis h of ri p e str a w b erri e s, t h eir pl u m p r e d si d es p e e pi n g 
t hr o u g h t h e c o v eri n g of w hit e s u g ar t h at h a d b e e n pl e ntif ul s pri n kl e d o v er t h e m. G e e c h e 
li m es, al m o st dr o w n e d i n t h eir o w n ri c h s yr u p, t e m pti n gl y dis pl a y e d t h eir br o n z e-
c ol o ur e d f or ms j u st a b o v e t h e ri m of t h e gl a ss t h at c o nt ai n e d t h e m ”  ( W e b b 1). H e 
c o nti n u e s, “ All t h e s e d ai nti e s, mi n gli n g t h eir v ari o us o d o ur s wit h t h e ar o m a of t h e t e a a n d 
fi n e ol d j a v a t h at c a m e st e a mi n g f ort h fr o m t h e ri c hl y c h as e d sil v er p ot s, c o ul d n ot f ail t o 
pr o d u c e a v er y a p p eti zi n g eff e ct ”  ( 1). T hr o u g ho ut  t h e n o v el, W e b b us e s t h e m o st i m a g er y 
i n t h e s e s c e n es d e pi cti n g t h e o p ul e nt di n n er s t h at G ari es h o st. T his als o pl a ys a n 
i m p ort a nt s y m b oli c r ol e i n t h e n o v el, w hi c h hi g hli g ht s t h e si g nifi c a n c e of s u p erfi ci al 
r efi n e m e nt a n d e x c e ss. H e el ab or at es b y s a yi n g t h at t h e “ t e n d er s ki ns of t h e str a w b erri e s 
ar e “ p e e pi n g t hr o u g h ”  t h e e n v el o pi n g s u g ar, off eri n g fl ori d gli m ps e s. T h e v er b “ p e e p ”  
i m pli es, t h e str a w b erri es t h e ms el v e s mi g ht b e r e g ar di n g t h e di n er s, f urti v el y or pl a yf ull y”  
( Ott er 7 3 3). I n ess e n c e, t h e n arr ator s h o ws h o w f o o d b e c o m es a m e di u m of e x pr e ssi o n 
a n d str u g gl e. It is r e pr es e nt e d as a c ul mi n ati n g s c e n e t o r eit er at e t h e d e c a d e nt t h e m e s 
pr es e nt e d i n t h e st or y.  
 A d diti o n all y, h e us es t h e s c e n e t o e m b e d “ m et a p h or s of s e x u alit y a n d i nj ur y at his 
r es p e ct a bl e b a n q u et ”  ( Ott er 7 4 3). “ I n t h e o p e ni n g a n d fi n al t a bl e s c e n e s, h e r e v er s es t h e 
us u al d e pi cti o ns of S o ut h a n d N ort h, str essi n g t h e v ul n er a bilit y a n d vi ol e n c e i n 
P hil a d el p hi a a n d u n d er fr e e d o m ”  ( 7 4 3). D uri n g t his s c e n e W e b b utili z e d t h e s u p p er t o 
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s y m b oli z e “ pl e a s ur e, e x p o s ur e of vi ol e n c e, s o ci al criti q u e, & s e x u al h u m or ”  ( 7 4 3). 
Alt h o u g h t h es e as p e ct s d o n ot fit t o g et h er, W e b b, i n a n al m o st gr ot es q u e f as hi o n, us es 
i m a g er y t o j u xt a p o s e a v ari et y of o bs c ur e m et a p h or s. “ T h e m e at at t h e s u p p er t a bl e is 
fi g ur e d as h u m a n, n ot o nl y b e c a u s e of it s a p p e ali n g s urf a c es r es e m bl e fl e s h a n d n ot o nl y 
b e c a us e it a p p e ar s t o s p e a k, b ut als o b e c a u s e it is s u bj e ct t o t h e ki n d of vi ol e n c e b o di es 
e x p eri e n c e i n w ar or ri ot: a bl a d e pl u n g e d ‘t o t h e v er y hilt’ a n d s pli nt er e d b o n es ”  ( W eb b 
3 7 6). T h e c o o k a d vis e s t h at t h e k ni v e s “ s h o ul d al w a ys p e n etr at e q uit e t o t h e b o n e. ( 3 7 6). 
W e b b als o e m p h a si z es t h e c ar vi n g k nif e a s w e a p o n b e c a u s e it h as a hilt si mil ar t o a 
s w or d or d a g g er.  
 T his is a n all usi o n t o w h e n i n t w o pr e vi o us c h a pt ers, y o u n g e r Cl ar e n c e G ari e, 
p assi n g f or w hit e, i m a gi n e s m ur d eri n g G e or g e St e v e n's s o n, w h o k n o ws a n d will e x p o s e 
his s e cr et: “ As h e s at t h er e ... h e b e c a m e a m ur d er er i n his h e art; a n d if a n i n visi bl e 
d a g g er c o ul d h a v e b e e n pl a c e d i n his h a n d s, h e w o ul d h a v e dri v e n it t o t h e hilt i n his 
br e ast ”  ( 3 4 6).  T h e s c e n e a n d p hr a si n g als o r e pr es e nt s or e v o k es i m a g e s of s uff eri n g i n 
s e v er al diff er e nt p art s of t h e n o v el. “ T h e h at c h et t h at c ut s i nt o f at h er Ellis's h a n ds as h e 
tri es t o h ol d o n t o t h e e d g e of a r o of, t h e b o n es t h at br e a k wit h his f all. Ellis hi ms elf, 
a d dl e d a n d i nfir m, m a k es t h e c o n n e cti o n at t h e w e d di n g.  T h e s p e ct er of ri ot is n e v er f ar 
fr o m Ellis's mi n d, a n d at t h e w e d di n g a n d s u p p er h e s er v e s as a li vi n g r e mi n d er of it s 
c ar n a g e ”  ( Ott er 7 4 3). I n t his e x a m pl e W e b b's i m a g er y is si g nifi c a nt, if n ot e x a ctl y s u btl e.   
 T h e a ut h or’s g o al w as t o cr e at e a n o v el t h at o n e w o ul d d e e m “ lit er ar y”  a n d 
e x p a nsi v e, f or h e n ot es i n t h e i ntr o d u cti o n t o P hil a d el p hi a St ori es  t h at “ w e will fi n d 
lit er at ur e i n u nli k el y pl a c e s”  ( W e b b 2 4).  W e b b’s us e of l u s h, d et ail e d i m a g er y c a n als o 
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b e f o u n d i n his d e s cri pti o n of t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h. “ N e w Orl e a ns, l ar g es b u n c h e s of 
G e or gi a m o ss, s w a y e d t o a n d fr o b y t h e s oft s pri n g br e e z e t h at c a m e g e ntl y s w e e pi n g 
d o w n t h e l o n g a v e n u e of m a g n ol i as, l a d e n wit h t h e s w e et br e at h of t h e fl o w er s wit h 
w hi c h t h e tr e es w er e c o v er e d ”  ( W e b b 5 2). T h e l us h i m a g er y bri n g s a c o n n e cti o n f or t h e 
r e a d er i n E ur o p e or diff er e nt p art s of A m eri c a t h at ar e u n a w ar e of t h e ri c h, n at ur al 
e n vir o n m e nt a n d t h e c o ntr ast b et w e e n t h at a n d t h e o p e n a n d g o v er n m e nt -s p o ns or e d 
t err oris m a n d o p pr essi o n of a n e ntir e gr o u p of p e o pl e. W h e n d e s cri bi n g t h e ni g ht s k y 
d uri n g t h e G ari es tr a v els t o t h e P hil a d el p hi a, t h e n arr at or writ es, “ T h e m o o n, w hi c h h a d 
m e a n w hil e b e e n cr e e pi n g hi g h er a n d  hi g h er i n t h e bl u e e x p a ns e a b o v e, n o w b e g a n t o 
s h e d h er p al e, mist y b e a ms o n t h e ri v er b el o w, t h e ti n y w a v es of w hi c h br o k e i n littl e 
cir cl es of sil v er o n t h e s h or e al m o st at t h eir f e et ”  ( W e b b 5 6). W e b b als o p er s o nifi e s 
n at ur e i n v ari o us s c e n e s t o a d d t o t h e li vi n g as p e ct of n at ur e t h at ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y 
a u di e n c es a p pr e ci at e d. As wit h his r o m a nti c lit er ar y c o u nt er p art s, W e b b still bri n g s 
att e nti o n t o n at ur e a n d as w ell as e x oti c n at ur al l o c al e s. I nt er esti n gl y, e v e n t h e f o o d 
p ortr a ys i m a g e s of e x oti c l a n d s  t h at w o ul d b e o bs c ur e t o m a n y ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y 
r e a d er s. Eli z a b et h St o c kt o n e x pl ai ns, “ T h e li m e s, n ot j u st a n y li m e s b ut “ G e e c h e ”  li m e s 
fr o m t h e L o w C o u ntr y r e gi o n of S o ut h C ar oli n a a n d G e or gi a ass o ci at e d wit h t h e G ull a h 
p e o pl e a n d t h eir d ur a bl e Afri c a n c ust o ms u n d er sl a v er y, ar e n e arl y o v er w h el m e d b y t h e 
l u x uri o us s yr u p t h e y pr o d u c e”  ( 7 3 3). 
 H o w e v er, e v e n w h e n d e s cri bi n g t h e ot h er c h ar a ct er s i n t h e st or y or t h e f o o d at t h e 
t a bl e, W e b b bri n gs a n d a d diti o n al l a y er of d e pt h a n d s y m b olis m, H e li n k s fl e s h a n d  fr uit, 
si n c e t h e w o m a n, t o o, is c o m p o s e d of a p p e ali n g s urf a c es. H e ill ustr at es, “ gl ori o usl y d ar k 
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e y e s, ”  ‘j ett y bl a c k”  h air, “ li g ht-br o w n c o m pl e xi o n, ‘fi n e pr ofil e a n d p erf e ctl y m o ul d e d 
f or m” , et c. ( 7 3 4). O n o n e h a n d t his o bj e ctifi e s t h e w o m e n of i n t h e stor y. H e a d ds, 
“ t hr o u g h h er li g ht-br o w n c o m pl e xi o n t h e f ai nt est ti n g e of c ar mi n e w as visi bl e ”  ( W e b b 2). 
Li k e t h e it e ms o n t h e t a bl e, s h e h as b e e n p ur c h as e d a n d b e c o m es p art of t h e pl a nt er's 
arr a y. T h e n arr at or c o m pli c at es his a p p eti zi n g eff e ct s, s u g g esti n g h o w d esir e a n d pl e a s ur e 
ar e b o u n d t o, b ut n ot li mit e d b y, a s yst e m of e x pl oit ati o n ( Ott er 7 3 4). W e b b als o utili z es 
s y m b oli c r e pr es e nt ati o ns t o f urt h er el a b or at e i n t h e c o n n e cti o ns b et w e e n t h e f o o d a n d 
c h ar a ct er s. “ T h e g u e st s i n cl u d e a f e w w hit e s w h o h a v e s u p p ort e d t h e f a mili e s d uri n g t h e 
c o ur s e of t h e n arr ati v e, pl a yf ull y fi g ur e d b y t h e n arr at or as t h e “ bl a n c m a n g e ”  al o n gsi d e 
t h e “ c h o c ol at e cr e a m ”  i n his i n v e nt or y of d ess ert s ( 7 3 8). T h e it e ms at t h e w e d di n g 
b a n q u et a r e m or e s u bst a nti al t h a n t h e d e c a d e nt f ar e o n t h e G e or gi a t a bl e a n d, of c o ur s e, 
t his is a l ar g er m e al h el d o n a c er e m o ni al o c c asi o n, b ut i n b ot h s c e n es t h e arr a y of f o o d is 
str a n g el y p er s o nifi e d, s e x u ali z e d, a n d hist ori ci z e d ( Ott er 7 3 9).  
 Vis u al art als o p a ys a r ol e i n t h e at m o s p h er e a n d all e g or y t h at W e b b pr es e nt s. 
T h er e w as o n c e a still lif e p ai nti n g b y C h arl es Wils o n P e al e, a n d l at er, his s o n, R a p h a el, 
t h at fir st a p p e ar e d i n P hil a d el p hi a, t h at c o n c e ntr at e d o n still lif e o bj e ct s s u c h as fr uit s, 
v e g et a bl e s , c ut s of m e at, a n d is ol at e d s p a c es. “ Al e x a n d er N e m er o v d es cri b es t h e u n c a n n y 
e m b o di m e nt a n d fr a gil e i nti m a c y of P e al e's o bj e ct s, w hi c h ar e r e pr es e nt e d wit h a n 
att e nti o n s o i nt e ns e t h at t h e y s e e m o d dl y ali v e ”  (Ott er 7 4 4). Eli z a b et h Br o c kt o n c o nti n u es 
b y hi g hli g hti n g W e b b’ s c h oi c e t o g o b a c k t o t h e c o m p aris o n of f o o d a n d fl e s h as a 
c o m m o dit y t o b e c o ns u m e d. S h e a d ds, “ Ri v ali n g t h eir ‘l us ci o u s b e a ut y’ ar e t h e p e a c h e s 
i n br a n d y, pl a c e d ‘ as if t o di v ert t h e g a z e’ fr o m t h e li m e s, b ut t h e a est h eti c i nt e nt h er e is 
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l eft o bs c ur e”  ( 7 3 3). T h er e ar e s e v er al w a ys t o i nt er pr et t h e r e as o ns w h y W e b b a d d e d s o 
m u c h m et a p h ori c al d e pt h t o t his s c e n e. N e v ert h el e ss, h e d efi nit el y us e s m or e lit er ar y a n d 
r h et ori c al d e vis es t h a n a n y tr a diti o n al sl a v e n arr ativ e of t h e ti m e. D uri n g t h e 1 8 5 0 s, 
r o m a nti c writ er s a n d r e a d er s s o u g ht t o l e ar n t h e “ hi d d e n m e a ni n g ”  b e hi n d n at ur al e v e nt s 
a n d w or ks of art. As s u c h, W e b b m a d e s ur e t o i nstill a v ari et y of s e e d s f or r e a d er s t o 
i nt er pr et o v er ti m e. A d diti o n all y, S a m u el Ott er als o a d ds t h at “ vis u all y , t h e f or m t h at 
m o st r es e m bl e s W e b b's br a c k eti n g t a bl e s c e n es is t h e still lif e, es p e ci all y a s pi ct ur e d b y 
D ut c h p ai nt er s i n t h e s e v e nt e e nt h a n d ei g ht e e nt h c e nt uri es a n d b y P hil a d el p hi a ns i n t h e 
fir st h alf of t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y”  ( 7 4 4). I n t h es e p ai nti ngs, t a bl e s w er e s et a n d 
d e c or at e d, wit h e xtr a v a g a nt c uli n ar y c o n c o cti o ns t h at i n di c at e “ t h e as pir ati o ns, b ut als o 
a m bi v al e n c es of a risi n g mi d dl e -cl ass ”  ( 7 4 4). Ott er n ot es t h at “ t h e si g ns of c ulti v at e d 
affl u e n c e w er e m ar k e d b y r e mi n d er s of tr a nsi e n c e …. T h e  i m a g e s c o m bi n e d o pti c al 
pl e a s ur e a n d m or al i nti m ati o n ”  ( 7 4 4). Alt h o u g h W e b b ill u str at es t h e G ari e s a n d t h e 
Ellis es at t h e h ei g h t of Afri c a n-A m eri c a n o p ul e n c e, it als o d et ails  t h e e x c e ss es t h at t ai nt 
t h e v er y A m eri c a n arist o cr a c y t h at t h e y, t o a c ert ai n i nt e n d, w o ul d li k e t o m ai nt ai n. As 
s u c h, T h e G ari es  i n a d v ert e ntl y ill ustr at es t h e c o m pl e x p ar a d o x b et w e e n t w o r e aliti e s of 
A m eri c a n lif e. I nt er esti n gl y, a s c h ar a ct er s of mi x e d r a c e, t h e G ari e s a n d t h e Ellis e s s uff er 
fr o m l es s p ot e nt e xtr e m es of t h e j o ys a n d s orr o ws of Afri c a n-A m eri c a n lif e a n d 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n l if e i n t h e U nit e d St at es. 
 T h er e ar e als o ti m e s w h e n a r o m a nti c writ er att e m pt s t o cr e at e a n air of i ntri g u e or 
s urr e al n e ss, t h e y s o m eti m e s us e a n u nr eli a bl e n arr at or. T his cr e at es a s e ns e of a m bi g uit y 
f or t h e r e a d er b e c a us e t h e y ar e u ns ur e of t h e f a ct u al a n d fi cti o n al c o m p o n e nt s of t h e 
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st or y. I n t h e n o v el, “ G ari e s p e a k s of E mil y a s his wif e, b ut s h e is n ot l e g all y his wif e, n or 
is s h e t h e c o n v e nti o n al “ S o ut h er n m atr o n ”  g o v er ni n g t h e t a bl e a n d h o m e t h a t r e a d er s 
w er e l e d t o e x p e ct i n t h e o p e ni n g s c e n e ”  ( Ott er 7 3 5). H o w e v er,  t h e r e a d er d o es n ot k n o w 
t h eir tr u e st at us u ntil s e v er al c h a pt er s l at er. T his d e cisi o n c a n b e i nt er pr et e d t w o w a ys. O n 
o n e h a n d, t h e r e a d er is u ni nf or m e d of t h e d e c e pti o n t h at c o m e s w it h p as si n g as a w hit e 
f a mil y i n t h e a nt e b ell u m s o ut h. T h er ef or e, t h e f a cts sl o wl y u nr a v el f or t h e r e a d er. T his 
als o ill ustr at es h o w ar c a n e t h e l a w s of t h e a nt e b ell u m s o ut h w er e. S o m u c h s o, t h at a n y 
diff er e n c e b et w e e n a n y ot h er f a mil y a n d G ari es w o ul d b e virt u all y i m p er c e pti bl e. Y et, 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el, t h e n arr ati v e r e v e als t h e c o m pl e x s yst e m of o p pr essi o n t h at 
c o nti n u e s  t o di ct at e t h eir li v e s i n t h e n ort h as w ell as t h e s o ut h. “ G ari e d ef e n ds his 
r el ati o ns hi p, ar g ui n g t h at h e c o nsi d er s E mil y t o b e his wif e, e v e n if t h e l a w i n G e or gi a 
pr o hi bit s a l e g al r e c o g niti o n. B ef or e t h e n, t h e n arr at or r e p e at e dl y h as us e d t h e t er m 
“ wif e ”  t o r ef er t o E mil y, r efl e cti n g G ari e's a c k n o wl e d g e m e nt of t h eir b o n d a n d als o t h e 
sl a v e-o w n er's m y o pi a, wit h t h e p o ssi bl e eff e ct of misl e a di n g t h e r e a d er ”  ( Ott er 7 3 5). 
 L at er i n t h e b o o k, w h e n Cl ar e n c e a n d E mil y arr a n g e t o b e m arri e d b y a mi nist er 
i n P hil a d el p hi a ( aft er a n ot h er mi nist er r ef us e s t o p erf or m t h e s er vi c e) t h e n arr at or is 
f or c e d t o i nt er v e n e i n or d er t o cl arif y Mr. G ari es sit u ati o n. “ T o E mil y Wi nst o n, w e h a v e 
al w a ys a c c or d e d t h e titl e of Mr s. G ari e; w hilst, i n r e alit y, s h e h a d n o l e g al cl ai m t o it 
w h at e v er ”  ( 1 3 3). T his ki n d of dis cr e p a n c y t y pifi es t h e n arr at or's d e cisi o ns t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
b o o k. I n t h e 1 8 1 9 s h ort st or y Ri p V a n Wi n kl e  b y W a s hi n gt o n Ir vi n g, t h e pr ot a g o nist g o es 
t o sl e e p i n c ol o ni al A m eri c a, a n d aft er 2 0 y e ar s, a w a k e ns t o th e fr e e d o m of  a n 
i n d e p e n d e nt c o u ntr y t h at h as s e p ar at e d fr o m E n gl a n d. I n t his e x a m pl e, Ir vi n g us e s 
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diff er e nt s c e n er y wit hi n a f a mili ar s etti n g t o c o n v e y c h a n g e. Si mil arl y, W e b b utili z es a 
c o m p ar a bl e  t e c h ni q u e. “ Y e ar s aft er E st h er a n d W alt er m arr y, t h e n arr at or r et ur ns t o t h e 
v er y r o o m i n W alt er s's h o m e w h er e t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  c o m m u nit y d ef e at e d t h e w hit e 
m o b d uri n g t h e ri ot ”  ( St o c kt o n 4 7 9). I nsi d e, t h er e is n o w a p ortr ait of T o uss ai nt 
L’ O u v ert ur e h a n gi n g a cr o ss fr o m W alt er s's p ortr ait of T o uss ai nt. I n Ri p V a n Wi n kl e , 
w h e n t h e pr ot a g o nist s e es  a p ortr ait of G e or g e W as hi n gt o n i n a t a v er n t h at s y m b oli z e s t h e 
c h a n g e t h at h a d t a k e n  pl a c e i n his c o m m u nit y a n d t h e c o u ntr y as a w h ol e. Li k e wis e, 
w h e n W alt er s e e s t h e p ortr ait of T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e aft er t h eir w e d di n g, it als o 
s y m b oli z e s h o w, i n ti m e, pr o gr ess c a n b e m a d e t o w ar d a f air a n d j ust s o ci et y f or Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n p e o pl e. T h us, li k e i n Ri p V a n W i n kl e, W e b b d e m o nstr at es h o w p r a cti c es, s u c h 
as a l e giti m at e w e d di n g, c a n c h a n g e t h e i m a g e of a n ar e a as w ell a s h o w t h e c h ar a ct er s 
( a n d t h e r e a d er s p er c ei v e it).  
 
P o etr y in T h e G ari es  
A g ai n, as wit h t h e ot h er w or ks st u di e d, p o etr y is still vi e w e d as a hi g h f or m of 
e x pr es si o n. A u nif yi n g li n k i n m a n y of t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y fi cti o n w or ks writt e n b y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns is t h at m a n y of t h e m i n c or p or at e p o etr y i nt o t h eir w or ks. I n T h e 
G ari e s a n d t h eir Fri e n d s , Fr a n k J. W e b b d o es n o diff er e nt. His i ntr o d u cti o n hi g hli g ht s 
bi bli c al/s pirit u al r ef er e n c es b y hi g hli g hti n g t h e c hil dr e n of H a m, b ut h e als o  utili z es 
writ er s s u c h as  E d m o n d S p e n c er a n d G e offr e y C h a u c er. “ A r e v er e n d wis e r e m ar ks 
r es p e ctin g t h e “ c hil dr e n of H a m h a d b e e n p arti c ul arl y dis p ar a gi n g, ass ert e d t h at n o w h er e 
i n C h a u c er, S p e n c er n or a n y of t h e ol d E n glis h p o et s c o ul d a n yt hi n g r el ati n g t o it b e 
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f o u n d ( W e b b 6). C h a u c er, S p e n c er, a n d ol d E n glis h p o et s ar e m e nti o n e d as a s y m b ol of 
r efin e m e nt t h at is r efl e ct e d i n m a n y ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y p e o pl e. H o w e v er, i n t his e x a m pl e, 
pr o -sl a v er y mi nist er s ar e i nsi n u ati n g t h at if C h a u c er n or S p e n c er, s p e a ks of e q u al ri g ht s 
f or Afri c a n-A m eri c a n, t h e n t h er e is n o ri g ht f or E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a ns, e v e n mi nist er s  t o 
c o nt est it . T his ill ustr at es h o w m u c h E ur o p e a n p o et s pl a y e d a r ol e i n t h e mi n d s of m a n y 
A m eri c a n s d uri n g t his ti m e, e v e n w h e n us e d t o b y mi nist er s t o j u stif y sl a v er y s ol el y 
b e c a us e t h e y d o n ot s p e a k a g ai nst it. E v e n t h o u g h W e b b d o es n ot i nt er s p er s e p o etr y 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el li k e D o u gl as s a n d Br o w n, W e b b still utili z e s a v ari et y of lit er ar y 
el e m e nt s t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el.  W h e n n arr ati n g a s o m e w h at c o m e di c  s c e n e w h e n C a d d y 
is e n c o u nt er e d b y s o m e o n e w h o m  s h e t hi n ks is a str a n g er, W e b b utili z e s a stri n g  of 
allit er ati o n t o a d d t h e p o et i c s e nsi biliti es of t h e w or k. H e d es cri b es, “ …t h e dirt y 
d eli n q u e nt ”  ( 4 6) “ ... st e ali n g sl o wl y d o w n t h e all e y ( 4 6)”  a n d “ s h e s pr a n g s u d d e nl y 
f or w ar d ( 4 6). 
 
El e v at e d L a n g u a g e in T h e G ari es  
E v e n t h o u g h D o u gl as s a n d Br o w n a v oi d all t y p es t o n o n -st a n d ar d di al e ct s, W e b b 
us es s o m e di al e ct r ef erri n g t o a n y di al o g u e b y t h e sl a v es. T his m a y b e t o s h o w a m or e 
vi vi d d es cri pti o n b et w e e n t h e d ar k er sl a v e s a n d t h e li g ht er -c o m pl e xi o n e d G ari e s a n d 
Ellis es w h o att e m pt t o p ass as w hit e. T his als o m a y b e a s m all g est ur e t o t h e i n h er e nt 
f e eli n g of s u p eri orit y t h at t h e mi x-r a c e d c h ar a ct er s i n t h e st or y, a n d q uit e p o ssi bl y Fr a n k 
W e b b p o ss es s e s hi ms elf as his o w n st or y is t h e of a mi x e d -r a c e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n. W hil e 
D o u gl a ss a n d Br o w n att e m pt e d t o s h o w t h at t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n ( w h et h er e d u c at e d or 
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n ot) is n ot w ort h y of t h e b a s e tr e at m e nt t h at t h e y r e c ei v e i n A m eri c a . T his is l ar g el y 
s h o w n i n t h eir di al e ct a n d di al o g u e. H o w e v er,  it c a n b e c o nstr u e d t h at t h e n arr ati ve is 
dr a wi n g cl e ar disti n cti o n s b e t w e e n c ert ai n gr o u ps of Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns. W h e n 
r es p o n di n g t o a r e q u est fr o m Mr. M o y es e, o n e of t h e G ari es sl a v e s, G ust a v e r e pli es, “ I 
h e ar n h m s a y s uffi n b o ut d e n or d er n m ail as h e w e nt o ut -- b ut I d u n o w h at it w as ”  
( W e bb 1 2) . L at er i n st or y, w hil e A u nt R a c h el is p ortr a y e d as a n e n d e ari n g c h ar a ct er , h er 
di al e ct still d e n ot es t h at s h e is still o n a s e p ar at e s o ci al l e v el t h a n m a n y of t h e ot h er 
c h ar a ct er s. “ D o n’t o u ti n k y o u b ett er br e a k d e d o or d o w n at o n c e -- r a pi n g as if y o u w as 
gi u n e t o t e ar off d e k n o c k er -- is d at d e w a y, g al, y o u c o m e t o q u alit y’ s h o us es”  ( 2 2) ? 
T his us e of i nf or m al sl a v e di al e ct i n t his w or k of fi cti o n m a y h a v e als o b e e n us e d t o 
i nstill a s e ns e of r e alis m i nt o t h e st or y. T his w o ul d b e t h e fir st fi cti o n w or k b y a n Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n a ut h or t o us e di al e ct i n his w or ks. T his als o c o n v e ys t h e i d e a t h at el e v at e d 
l a n g u a g e h ad e v ol v e d t o t h e p oi nt t h at Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er s w er e st arti n g t o n o 
l o n g er f e el t h e n e e d t o hi g hli g ht pr o p er E n glis h t hr o u g h o ut t h eir w or ks.  
 T h es e i d e a s ar e als o c o ntr ast e d i n C h a pt er F o ur  w h e n Mr. Wi nst o n r e u nit es wit h 
his ol d fri e n d, B e n w h o s a ys, “ If I w as o nl y b a c k o n d e ol d pl a c e!”  H o w e v er, i n di g n at e d, 
Mr. Wi nst o n v e h e m e ntl y r e pli e s, “ I h e artil y wis h y o u w er e … a n d wis h m or e o v er t h at y o u 
w er e t o b e ti e d u p a n d w hi p p e d o n c e a d a y f or t h e r est of y o ur lif e. A n y m a n t h at pr ef er s 
sl a v er y t o fr e e d o m d es er v es t o b e a sl a v e -- y o u o u g ht t o b e as h a m e d of y o ur s elf. G o o ut 
of t h e r o o m, sir, as q ui ck a s p o ssi bl e ”  ( W e b b 4 0)! W hil e m a n y a b oliti o nist writ er s 
c o n v e y e d t h e sl a v e or bl a c k p e o pl e all f a ci n g a si n gl e m o n olit hi c o p pr essi o n, W e b b, 
i ntr o d u c es bl a c k c h ar a ct er s t h at m a y e v e n c o n d o n e sl a v er y f or d ar k er sl a v es, or h a v e a 
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m or e n ort h er n p er s p e cti v e o n sl a v er y i n t h e s o ut h. T his als o f urt h er ill ustr at es t h e 
p er v er s e s eri e s of c o ntr a di cti o ns t h at e xist wit hi n a sl a v e st at e of t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  
n ort h. B ot h st e m fr o m h o w i nf or m e d t h e ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y r e a d er w o ul d h a v e b e e n.  
 N e v ert h el e ss, W e b b is st ill a bl e t o hi g hli g ht his lit er ar y pr o c ess f or his r o m a nti c 
a u di e n c e. W hil e s er vi n g a s a w ait er at a di n n er p art y, t h e y o u n g C h arli e Ellis c orr e ct s t h e 
pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d di n n er g u est b y r e m o vi n g a v ol u m e of C h a u c er fr o m t h e b o o ks h elf 
a n d q u oti n g t h e r el e v a nt p ass a g e ( 6). R e g ar di n g t h e lit er ar y c o m pl e xit y of W e b b’ s w or k, 
St e p h e n Ott er s u g g est s t h at “ w e s h o ul d m o v e m or e d eli b er at el y t hr o u g h s u c h t e xt s t o o ur 
cl ai ms a b o ut p oliti c s, r e ali zi n g t h at o ur t er ms m a y n ot b e as s elf -e vi d e nt as t h e y s e e m ”  
( 7 4 7). H e a d ds t h at t h e r e a d er is oft e n n ot r e a dil y a w ar e of t h e “ p o st ur es a n d dist a n c e s 
ass u m e d b y W e b b's n arr at or, a n d ‘ b o ur g e ois’  i ns uffi ci e ntl y m ar ks t h e s hifti n g ali g n m e nt s 
of cl a ss a n d r a c e d es cri b e d i n t h e n o v el ”  ( 7 4 7). J ust as W e b b ill u str ati o ns i n gr e at d etail 
t h e e x c e ssi v e n e ss of t h e f o o d at t h e w e d di n g, h e als o stri v es t o g ai n m or e v ali dit y b y 
usi n g e x c e ssi v el y t h o u g htf ul a n d r efi n e d l a n g u a g e. Ott er writ es, “ I n his n o v el, d et ails of 
g est ur e, t o n e, a n d or n a m e nt ar e n ot o nl y e x pr es si o ns of p er s o n al a n d gr o u p  i d e ntit y, b ut 
als o p art of a str u g gl e f or st at u s, a ut h orit y, a n d e v e n s ur vi v al ( 7 4 8). N ot o nl y d o es h e p ut 
f ull m at eri alis m, a n d ot h er d e c a d e nt pl e a sur es o n dis pl a y, b ut t his als o all c o n v e y e d 
t hr ou g h W e b b's v er b al e x c e ss. “ T h e ‘l a vis h d et ail’  i n t h o s e m eals i n c or p or at es hist ori es 
of art, p oliti cs, f o o d, pl a c e, a n d lit er at ur e ”  ( Ott er 7 4 7). Ulti m at el y, W e b b us es v er b al 
t e xt ur e t o e x a mi n e, p o siti o n, a n d a c k n o wl e d g e t h e r e alit y f or f a mili e s li k e t h e G ari es a n d 
t h e Ellis e s; b ut it is d o n e i n s u c h a w a y t h at th e writi n g it s elf s p e a ks t o t h e c ult ur e d 
r efi n e m e nt of t h e c h ar a ct er s as w ell as t h e a ut h or. 
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T h e m es of N ati o n alis m in T h e G ari es  
Alt h o u g h n ot as p ar a m o u nt as i n t h e pr e vi o us w or ks e x a mi n e d i n t his st u d y, 
N ati o n alis m a n d I d e alis m is dis c uss es  t o a c ert ai n d e gr e e. Alt h o u g h W e b b d o es n ot 
dir e ctl y pr o cl ai m t h e n ati o n alisti c of r h et ori c all y p er s u asi v e el e m e nt s of t his b o o k, h e 
u n d er st a n d s t h at his lit er ar y eff ort s i n e vit a bl y will pl a y a r ol e i n wi d er d e b at es a b o ut r a c e, 
fr e e d o m, a n d citi z e ns hi p. Th e L o n d o n p u bli c ati o n of T h e G ari es a n d T h eir Fri e n ds , wit h 
it s e n d or s e m e nt b y Britis h a b oliti o nist s a n d c ult ur al ar bit er s, li k el y w as p art of a str at e g y 
t o i nfl u e n c e t h e U S fr o m a br o a d. E v e n t h e w or ks of H arri ett B e e c h er St o w e at p oi nt s 
dir e ctl y a d dr e ss t h e r e a d er a b o ut is s u e s r e g ar di n g sl a v er y. Ott er writ es, “ W e b b s h ar es 
St o w e's c o ns ci o us n e ss of hist ori c al n e c es sit y, b ut h e als o r e c o g ni z es t h e a bs ur dit y a n d 
r e d u n d a n c y of c o nfir mi n g n at ur al ri g ht s a n d v erif yi n g h u m a n e q u alit y. H e a d dr es s es a 
q u esti o n w h o s e  pr e mis e h e r ej e ct s, a n d his a ns w er is ri d dl e d wit h ir o ni es ”  ( 7 3 1). I n ot h er 
w or ds, W e b b d o es n ot o utri g ht r ej e ct t h e p oli ci e s, c ult ur e, a n d Pr a cti c e s of A nt e b ell u m 
A m eri c a i n T h e G ari e s , H o w e v er, h e p ai nt s s u c h a n o bs c ur e a n d c o m pli c at e d vi e w of t h e 
A m eri c a n c o n diti o n r e g ar di n g r a c e t hr o u g h t h e G ari es a n d t h eir fri e n ds. As s u c h, W e b b’s 
m o m e nt s of n ati o n al ist r h et ori c a p p e ar i n C h a pt er Fi v e w h e n Mr. G ari e dis c u ss e s his l o v e 
f or A m eri c a wit h Mr s. G ari e, “ I l o v e A m eri c a t o o m u c h t o e v er t hi n k of li vi n g a n y w h er e 
els e. I a m m u c h t o o t h or o u g h of a d e m o cr at e v er t o s w e ar all e gi a n c e t o a ki n g. N o, n o -- 
t h at w o ul d n e v er d o -- gi v e m e a fr e e c o u ntr y ”  ( 5 5). T h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y r e a d er s h o ul d 
i m m e di at e r e c o g ni z e t h e ir o n y i n st ati n g t h at s w e ari n g alli a n c e t o a E ur o pe a n ki n g w o ul d 
b e i nt ol er a bl e, e v e n t h o u g h it is i n E ur o p e t h at Afri c a ns, Afri c a n -E ur o p e a ns, a n d Afri c a -
A m eri c a ns h a v e s o u g ht a n d g ai n e d fr e e d o m fr o m c h att el sl a v er y. T his als o criti ci z e s t h e 
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n o bl e i d e als o n w hi c h t h e c o u ntr y w as f o u n d e d u p o n as w ell r e v e a ls t h e bitt er 
c o ntr a di cti o ns b et w e e n t h at vi e w a n d t h e h y p o criti c al m et h o ds i n w hi c h t h e c o u ntr y 
a p pli e s pr a cti c e s i n r el ati o n t o it s st at e d virt u es.   
 U nli k e D el a n y, W e b b d o es n ot e n c o ur a g e mi gr ati o n o ut of A m eri c a, alt h o u g h 
W e b b di d li v e i n J a m ai c a fr o m 1 8 5 8 t o 1 8 6 9. S o h e h a d b e c o m e a w ar e of t h e m or e 
p o siti v e attit u d es t h at Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s e x p eri e n c e d a br o a d. H o w e v er, w hil e D o u gl as s 
a n d Br o w n us e A m e ri c a n N ati o n alis m t o h el p s oli dif y a n d b olst er t h eir p oi nt s, W e b b, 
g e n er all y t ells t h e n arr ati v e wit h o ut a n y p arti c ul ar d e m a n d s. S a m u el Ott er writ es, “ W e b b 
e nlist s his n o v el i n t h e p oliti c s of i nf or m ati o n, wit h t h e h o p e t h at his n arr ati v e of Afri c a n -
A m eri c a ns i n P hil a d el p hi a will r ei nf or c e t h e j u d g m e nt s of t h o s e w h o d e n o u n c e pr ej u di c e 
a n d s u p p ort a b oliti o n, a n d alt er t h e vi e ws of t h o s e w h o d o n ot s e e or w h o dist ort t h e 
pr o gr ess u n d er fr e e d o m ”  ( Ott er 7 4 5). W e b b m a y all u d e t o t h es e i n c o nsist e n ci e s i n 
A m eri c a n  lif e i n or d er t o p o ssi bl y i n d ul g e his Britis h a u di e n c e; h o w e v er, h e l at er i m pli es 
t h at all of his r e a d er s, r e g ar dl es s of t h e n ati o n alit y, et h ni cit y, r a c e, g e n d er, or a g e all 
p arti ci p at e i n t h e v ol atil e b al a n c e of r a c e a n d fr e e d o m. T h es e v ari o us gr o u ps m a y  pl a y 
diff er e nt r ol e s i n h o w t h es e iss u e d ar e a d dr ess e d. W e b b is att e m pti n g t o off er v ari o us 
w a ys t o vi e w t h e is s u e fr o m v ari o us p er s p e cti v e s, b ut d o es n ot n e c ess ar il y m a k e a n y 
n ati o n alisti c or e x p atri ati o n n oti o ns.  
Fi n all y, s o m e h a v e e v e n r ef err e d t o t h e  still lif e p ai nti n g dis c us s e d i n t h e st or y as 
r el ati n g t o m es s a g e of n ati o n alis m. Ott er c o nt e n ds t h at “ W e b b pr ess e s t h e a dj e cti v e 
‘still,’ e x a mi ni n g p er sist e n c e (t h e d e cisi o n t o r e m ai n i n t h e U S r at h er t h a n e mi gr at e), 
a cti o n (t h e v e h e m e n c e of r estr ai nt), t e m p or alit y (t h e m e a ni n gs of r e p etiti o n), a n d 
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c o ntr a di cti o n (t h e r e gr essi v e a d v a n c e) ”  ( 7 4 7). I n all, W e b b's c h ar a ct er s stri v e i n h o p es 
t h at t h e a cti o ns t h at t h e y t a k e will r es ult i n diff er e nt o ut c o m es. M e a n w hil e, t h e n arr at or 
r e m ai ns dist a nt fr o m t h e c h ar act er s a n d si m pl y r el a ys t h e e v e nt s a n d di al o g u e.  W e b b's 
n arr at or d o es n ot s urr e n d er t o t h e b eli efs of t h e d o mi n a nt c ult ur e. Y et, h e p ai nt s a pi ct ur e 
t h at ill u str at es t h at t h e h ar s h r e aliti es of A m eri c a ar e still pr es e nt a n d alt h o u g h t h er e is n o 
o v ert cr y t o g o t o Britis h s oil, ot h er c o u ntri es a n d l o c ati o ns ar e vi e w e d as pl a usi bl e. S o 
w hil e n ati o n alis m c o ul d h a v e b e e n a n i m p ort a nt c o m p o n e nt i n his m es s a gi n g, is it s o 
s u btl e,  t h at it a p p e ar s t h at t h e n arr at or as w ell as t h e c h ar a ct er s w o ul d pr ef er t o m a k e t he 
b e st of t h eir sit u ati o n o n U S, s oil, wit h o ut gi vi n g t o o m u c h cr e dit t o t h e f o u n di n g f at h er s, 
t h e ms el v es. 
 
R eli gi o n a n d S pirit u alit y in T h e G ari es  
S o m e w h at si mil ar t o T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , Cl ot el , a n d Bl a k e , T h e G ari es  us es 
r eli gi o n or s pirit u al m or alit y t o ill u str at e t h e gr o ss i n c o nsist e n ci e s b et w e e n w h at A m eri c a 
cl ai ms r e g ar di n g fr e e d o m a n d t h e h ar s h r e alit y. M o st fr e q u e ntl y, h o w e v er, t h e c h ar a ct er s 
o nl y e v o k e G o d i n v ari o us c a s u al i nt er p er s o n al e x pr essi o ns, s u c h as “ T h a n k G o d ” , “ G o d 
bl e ss y o u ” , a n d “ O h, G o d ” , w h e n e x cit e d or distr ess e d. It is o nl y i n c ert ai n k e y mo m e nt s 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el t h at W e b b s p e cifi c all y dis c us s es  r eli gi o u s or s pirit u al m att er s. W e b b 
e x p o s es his pr ot a g o nist’s tr u e f e eli n g s f or his c o m mo n l a w “ wif e ”  w h e n h e writ es , “ I f e el 
t h at E mil y is a s m u c h m y wif e i n t h e e y es of G o d, as if a t h o us a n d cl er g y m e n h a d u nit e d 
us. It is n ot m y f a ult t h at w e ar e n ot l e g all y m arri e d; it is t h e f a ult of t h e l a w s ”  ( 1 3 6). I n 
t his i nst a n c e, Mr. G ari e cl ai ms t h at w h at h e b eli e v es i n his h e art r e g ar di n g his wif e is 
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m or e ali g n e d wit h  G o d t h a n w h at t h e l a w all o w s. T his cr e at es a cl e ar d eli n e ati o n b et w e e n 
w h at is ri g ht a c c or di n g t o G o d, a n d w h at is p er mitt e d b as e d o n t h e r ul e of t h e l a n d. I n 
f a ct, Mr s. G ari e l at er r e pli e s, “ …t h at is w h y I s h o ul d li k e t o g et a w a y fr o m h er e, b e c a us e 
t his is n ot a fr e e c o u ntr y -- G o d k n o ws it is n ot ”  ( 8 0)! A g ai n, G o d is m e nti o n e d f or 
e m p h a sis, b ut t h er e is n o d e e p er dis c u ssi o n a b o ut t h e r ol e of G o d i n t h eir li v e s. It c o ul d 
b e tr u e t h at t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p o p ul ati o ns of t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h w er e m or e 
r eli gi o us as a w h ol e. W h er e as Fr a n k W e b b li k el y di d n ot h a v e t h e str o n g r eli gi o u s 
u p bri n gi n g t h at w o ul d c o n diti o n hi m t o c o nsi d er G o d a n d s pirit u alit y m or e i n t h e 
cir c u mst a n c es pr es e nt e d i n t h e n o v el . Als o, m a n y Afri c a n-A m eri c a n p e o pl e t ur n e d t h eir 
b a c k s o n or g a ni z e d r eli gi o n b as e d o n t h e h o p el es s n e ss  of t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n 
c o m m u nit y i n s o m e p art s of t h e S o ut h.  
 N e v ert h el e ss, t h e c h ar a ct er s a c k n o wl e d g e a s pirit u al h a n d i n all t h e y ar e e n d uri n g. 
“ … b e c a us e G o d h as c url e d his h air m or e t h a n h e h as o ur s, a n d m a d e his s ki n a littl e 
d ar k er t h a n y o ur s or mi n e, t h at is n o r e as o n w e s h o ul d tr e at hi m a s if h e w a s n ot a h u m a n 
b ei n g ”  ( 1 9 3). E mil y  l at er r e pli es, “ b ut I' v e b e e n t a u g ht t h at G o d m a d e all ali k e; o n e n o 
b ett er t h a n t h e ot h er. Y o u k n o w t h e Bi bl e s a ys G o d is n o r es p e ct er of p er s o ns ”  ( 1 9 4). S o 
w hil e t h e c h ar a ct er s m e nti o n t h es e is s u es, t h er e ar e f e w s o l uti o ns pr es e nt e d t o a d dr ess or 
s ol v e t h es e i n c o nsist e n ci e s. N e v ert h el e ss, si mil ar t o ot h er sl a v e n arr ati v es, D el a n y a s ks a 
s eri e s of r h et ori c al q u esti o ns f or t h e r e a d er t o p o n d er. “ If t h us t h e C hristi a n p ass e s a w a y--
w h at t err or m u st fill t h e br e a st of o n e w h o s e w h ol e lif e h as b e e n a c o nst a nt w arf ar e u p o n 
t h e l a ws of G o d a n d m a n ? H o w a p pr o a c h es t h e b ar of t h at a wf ul J u d g e, w h o s e c o m m a n d s 
h e h as s et at n o u g ht, a n d w h o s e p o w er h e h as s o oft e n c o nt e m n e d ”  ( 5 2 9) ? I n es s e n c e, 
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w hil e D el a n y p eri o di c all y all u d es t o r eli gi o n a n d s pirit u alit y, it is n ot as e vi d e nt or as 
pr e v al e nt as i n ot h er w or ks of r o m a nti c fi cti o n wri tt e n i n t h e 1 8 0 0s. 
 
D ar k R o m a nti cis m in T h e G ari es  
 Alt h o u g h m o st e x a m pl e s of D ar k R o m a nti cis m i n cl u d e d e at h, m el a n c h ol y 
e m oti o n, s p e cifi c cr u elt y a n d gr ot es q u e i m a g er y, t h e pri m ar y e x a m pl e of gr ot es q u e n es s 
c o m e s fr o m t h e b o o k e n d di n n er s c e n e s at t h e st art a n d e n d of t h e n o v el. Ott er writ es 
“ D e s pit e t h e n arr at or's g u ar a nt e e a b o ut t h e a p p e ali n g q u aliti e s of t his s c e n e, it s e x c ess es 
( a n d es p e ci all y t h e f a ct s r e v e al e d w h e n r e a d er s ar e i ntr o d u c e d t o t h e h u m a n b ei n g s at t h e 
t a bl e) i n d u c e at l e ast a sli g ht q u e asi n es s”  ( 7 3 3). H o w e v er, b ef or e ot h er m or e m o d er n 
g e nr es of lit er at ur e i n c or p or at e d m a n y of t h es e tr ait s. D ar k R o m a nti cis m or A nti -
Tr a ns c e n d e nt alist st ori e s w er e t h e fir st t o ill u str at e d et ail e d d e pi cti o ns of t h e vi ol e n c e or 
mis a nt hr o pi c a cti o ns. As s u c h, W e b b d et ails t h e ri ot s t h at t a k e pl a c e i n t h e n o v el. D uri n g 
t h e ri ot, t h e Ellis e s s e e k s af et y wit h t h e w e alt h y bl a c k e ntr e pr e n e ur W alt er s, w h o h a s 
tr a nsf or m e d his h o us e i nt o a t e m p or ar y f ortr ess. As a m o b i n v a d e s t h e G ari es' h o m e, Mr. 
G ari e is s h ot, E mil y di e s of e x p o s ur e, h er c hil d is still b or n, a n d o nl y t h eir t w o c hil dr e n 
s ur vi v e. T h e el d e r Ellis is t ar g et e d b y a g a n g a n d is c h as e d d o w n a bli n d all e y. H e 
ulti m at el y is c h a s e d t o a r o oft o p w h er e his att a c k er att e m pt t o t hr o w hi m o v er t h e e d g e. 
H e cli n gs t o t h e e d g e, b ut w h e n o n e of his att a c k ers stri k es his fi n g er s stri k e s his h a n d s 
wit h a h a t c h et, h e s e v er s t w o of Ellises f i n g er s. T his is es p e ci all y p oi g n a nt b e c a u s e h e 
n e e d s his h a n d i n his pr of essi o n as a c ar p e nt er. Ott er a d ds, “ T h e gr a p hi c ri ot s c e n es at t h e 
c e nt er of t h e n o v el d o n ot t e ar it o p e n, r e n di n g it s m a n n er e d s urf a c es a n d r e v e ali n g 
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hi d d e n vi ol e n c e. I nst e a d, W e b b pr o vi d es a s p e ct a c ul ar p u bli c r e n diti o n of t h e vi ol e n c e i n 
e v er y d a y lif e t h at h as b e e n o n dis pl a y, i n t h e S o ut h a n d i n t h e N ort h, fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g 
of t h e n arr ati v e ”  ( 7 3 2).  
 T h e r e mi n d er s of d e at h a n d m ort alit y ar e ill u st r at e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e n o v el. T h er e is 
t h e s k ull a n d cr o ss b o n es t h at y o u n g Ki n c h c h al ks o n t h e b a c k of C h arli e Ellis's u nif or m. 
Als o, t h er e is t h e b ull et h ol e t h at W alt er s l e a v es i n his c eili n g aft er t h e ri ot. A d diti o n all y, 
t h er e is t h e p atri ar c h Ellis w h o dr e a ds a m o b at t h e w e d di n g c el e br ati o n, w hi c h 
f or es h a d o ws t h e vi ol e nt e v e nt s l at er of t h e n o v el. Ulti m at el y, W e b b a de q u at el y dis pl a ys 
t h e d e pt h of s o ut h er n sl a v er y a n d nort h er n pr ej u di c e. H o w e v er,  h e still s pri n kl es his t e xt 
wit h s o m e of t h e d ar k er, m el a n c h ol y, a n d cr u el er el e m e nt s of a nt e b ell u m A m eri c a n, e v e n 
i n r el ati v e fr e e d o m.  
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C H A P T E R V  
B L A K E; O R, H U T S O F A M E RI C A  
T h e A r c h et y p e o f T h e R o m a nti c H er o i n Bl a k e 
 Alt h o u g h Bl a k e, or t h e H uts of A m eri c a , w as p u blis h e d at t h e cl o s e of t h e 1 8 5 0s , 
a n d s e nti m e nt s t o w ar d r o m a nti cis m w as fi n all y w a ni n g a n d tr a nsiti o ni n g i nt o a m or e 
r e alist m o v e m e nt, Bl a k e still e pit o mi z e s t h e c o n c e pt of t h e r o m a nti c h er o. Li k e ot h er s 
t h at f all i nt o t h at ar c h et y p e, Bl a k e is r e pr es e nt e d t o a p p e al t o t h e c o m m o n m a n. H o w e v er, 
Bl a k e’ s st or y is m or e t o s er v e as a n i ns pir ati o n t o ot h er bl a c k p e o pl e r at h er t h a n a 
s u p pli c ati o n f or fr e e d o m t o E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n a u di e n c e. Bl a k e, i n es s e n c e, us es v ari o us 
r o m a nti c s e nsi biliti es t o pr o m ot e fr e e d o m w hil e u p e n di n g t h e n oti o ns p ut f ort h b y his 
pr e d e c ess or s, W e b b a n d Br o w n, t h at e x pr ess t h at pr o gr ess c a n b e  m a d e wit h h u m bl e 
s u p pli c ati o n s t o t h e E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a ns i n p o w er.  Bl a k e is e v e n m or e s o r el at a bl e t o t h e 
br o a d er s e ns e of sl a v er y  b e c a us e his p h ysi c al a p p e ar a n c e, u p bri n gi n g, a n d c o n c er ns ar e 
m or e c o n n e ct e d t o sl a v e s t h at w o ul d h a v e b e e n vi e w e d f ar m or e sl o w l y t h a n t h e G ari es, 
t h e Ellis’s, or e v e n Cl ot el a n d h er f a mil y. Bl a k e, li k e D el a n y , is u n a bl e t o “ p ass ”  a n d is 
f or c e d t o o v ertl y p ur s u e li b ert y. As a r es ult, h e e n c a ps ul at es t h e m a ntr a of i n di vi d u alis m 
a n d fr e e d o m. W e b b a n d Br o w n t a k e s o m e li b ert y i n e st a blis hi n g h o w t h eir pr ot a g o nist s 
a d h er e t h e c h ar a ct er of t h e tr a diti o n al r o m a nti c h er o. H o w e v er, D el a n y writ es, “ H e nr y 
w as a bl a c k -- a p ur e N e gr o -- h a n ds o m e, m a nl y a n d i nt elli g e nt, i n si z e c o m p ari n g w ell 
wit h his m a st er, 
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b ut n eit h er s o fl e s h y n or h e a v y b uilt i n p er s o n ”  ( 1 8). H e c o nti n u es b y d e s cri bi n g t h at t h e 
pr ot a g o nist is “ a m a n of g o o d lit er ar y att ai n m e nt s -- u n k n o w n t o C ol o n el Fr a n ks, t h o u g h  
h e w as a w ar e h e c o ul d r e a d a n d writ e -- h a vi n g b e e n e d u c at e d i n t h e W e st I n di es a n d 
d e c o y e d a w a y w h e n y o u n g ”  ( L o w e 7 7). T his a d ds t o th e p er c e pti o n t h at h e is n ot o nl y 
p h ysi c all y str o n g b ut als o  e d u c ati o n all y lit er at e. W h e n h e s a y s Bl a k e is a “ p ur e n e gr o ” , 
D el a n y s u btl y all u d es t o s e ns e of pri miti vis m i n t h at h e is n ot o v ertl y mi x e d wit h ot h er 
r a c es, t h us gi vi n g t h e p er c e pti o n of a  m or e n at ur al m a n. T h e f a ct t h at h e h as i n n at e 
k n o wl e d g e o n v ari o us us ef ul s u bj e ct s a n d t h e f a ct h e h as b e e n fr e e a n d is usi n g his 
k n o wl e d g e a n d wit s t o h el p ot h er s all r e pr e s e nt s tr ait s of t h e r o m a nti c h er o. T o f urt h er 
h u m a ni z e B l a k e, D el a n y t h e n a d ds, “ His aff e cti o n f or wif e a n d c hil d w as n ot e x c ell e d b y 
C ol o n el Fr a n k’ s f or his. H e w as b ol d, d et er mi n e d a n d c o ur a g e o us, b ut al w a ys mil d, 
g e ntl e a n d c o urt e o us, t h o u g h i m p ulsi v e w h e n a n o c c asi o n d e m a n d e d his o p p o siti o n ”  ( 1 6-
1 7). As m e n ti o n e d i n t h e pr e vi o us w or k s dis c u ss e d i n t his st u d y D el a n y d e s cri b es Bl a k e 
as h a vi n g n e arl y t h e s a m e m yt hi c q u aliti e s as T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e. Criti c, Tr a or e 
M o uss a writ es, “ B ot h H e nr y a n d T o uss ai nt ar e m a d e of t h e st uff us e d t o b uil d l e a d er s a n d 
gr e at h er o es. T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e w as ess e nti all y t h e s ol e l e a d er a n d t h e m ai n f or c e 
b e hi n d t h e S a n D o mi n g o r e v ol uti o n ”  ( 1 7). Li k e wis e, Bl a k e si n gl e h a n d e dl y i n cit e s a 
n ati o n al sl a v e r e v olt. C ert ai n a s p e ct s of t h e pr ot a g o nist als o r e pr es e nt t h e vi e w of a 
c o m m o n m a n t h at is r el at a bl e t o t h e r e a d er. W h e n d es cri bi n g Bl a k e as a c hil d, t h e 
n arr at or s a ys t h at “ fr o m c hil d h o o d h e h a d b e e n t a cit ur n, w hi c h si n gl e d hi m o ut a m o n g his 
c o u ntr y m e n, a t al k ati v e, ar g u m e nt ati v e p e o pl e. H e w as v er y s m all, u gl y a n d ill -s h a p e d, 
b ut a lt h o u g h his g e n er al e x pr e ssi o n w as o n e of b e n e v ol e n c e, h e h a d e y e s li k e st e el a n d n o 
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o n e e v er l a u g h e d i n his pr es e n c e ”  ( D el a n y 9 3). T his d et ail m a y i nstill a s e ns e of 
h u m a nis m or r el at a bilit y. T h e f a ct t h at h e w as d efi a nt a n d ar g u m e nt ati v e is n ot 
n e c ess aril y pr es e nt e d as a n e g ati v e tr ait. A d diti o n all y, e v e n t h e f a ct t h at  h e is d es cri b e d as 
b ei n g a n “ u gl y ”  c hil d w o ul d c a u s e t h e r e a d er, p arti c ul arl y t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n r e a d er s, 
t o b eli e v e t h at s o m e o n e li k e hi m c a n ris e t o gr e at n ess l at er d es cri b e d i n t h e n o v el, t h e n 
t h e y c a n as w ell.  
T h e n arr at or g o es o n t o s a y t h at “ His c o m p ar ati v e l e ar ni n g, his s u c c es s i n lif e, his 
c h ar a ct er a n d p er s o n alit y g a v e hi m a n i m m e ns e  pr esti g e a m o n g all t h e N e gr o es w h o 
k n e w hi m, a n d h e w a s a m a n of s o m e c o ns e q u e n c e a m o n g t h e sl a v e s l o n g b ef or e t h e 
r e v ol uti o n”  ( M o uss a 1 7). T his l oft y d es cri pti o n al m o st i nst a nt a n e o usl y pl a c es hi m i nt o a 
l e g e n d ar y or m yt hi c st at us e arl y i n t h e n o v el. H e is pr es e nt e d as a r el at a bl e s a vi or w h o is 
fr e e hi ms elf, a n d c a n t e a c h t h e o p pr ess e d m as s es t h e n e c e ss ar y t o ols t o b e fr e e as w ell.  
D el a n y  cl o s es t h e d es cri pti o n b y s a yi n g, “ K n o wi n g his s u p eri orit y h e n e v er h a d t h e 
sli g ht est d o u bt t h at his d esti n y w as t o b e  t h eir l e a d er, n or w o ul d t h o s e wit h w h o m h e 
c a m e i n c o nt a ct t a k e l o n g t o r e c o g ni z e it ”  ( 9 3). I n ess e n c e, H e nr y Bl a k e is a o n e-m a n 
s y m b ol of milit a n c y a n d fr e e d o m. W hil e t h e pr ot a g o n ist s i n t h e af or e m e nti o n e d n o v els 
b y D o u gl as s , Br o w n, a n d W e b b, all h a d pr ot a g o nist or k e y c h ar a ct er s wit h t h e h er oi c 
attri b ut es, n o n e of t h e m m a nif e st e d t h e ms el v es as f or ci bl y b ol d a n d d efi a nt. T his is i n  
dir e ct o p p o siti o n  t o t h e w a ys i n w hi c h c h ar a ct er s of t h e ot h er w or ks r e c ei v e d t h e ms el v e s, 
as t h e  o nl y ot h er c h ar a ct er t h at is p ur el y bl a c k is  D o u gl a ss’ s M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n. H e 
t o o t a k es m att er s i nt o his o w n h a n d s a n d is f o u n d l a m e nti n g i n t h e w o o ds. Bl a k e, o n t h e 
h a n d t a k e s a m or e off e nsi v e r ol e i n att ai ni n g fr e e d o m, n ot f or hi ms elf, b ut f or t h e ot h e r 
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e nsl a v e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s a cr o ss t h e c o u ntr y w h o c o m e t o a c k n o wl e d g e hi m a s a 
s a vi or –  si mil ar t o h o w t h e C hristi a n s vi e w e d  J es u s C hrist or M o s es.  T hr o u g h o ut t h e 
n o v el, h e s yst e m ati c all y l e a ds a  r e v olt a g ai nst a ut h orit y a n d s o ci al c o n diti o ns i n a v ari et y 
of c al c ul at e d w a ys. His p a ssi o n, d e di c ati o n , a n d p er s e v er a n c e als o s p e a ks t o t h e n oti o n 
t h at t h e r o m a nti c h er o m a y u s e r e as o n a n d l o gi c, b ut ar e, i n es s e n c e, dri v e n b y f e eli n gs, 
e m oti o n a n d i nt uiti o n. I n Bl a k e , D el a n y u s es t h e r e al m u s fi cti o n al o n g wit h c ert ai n 
r o m a nti c ar c h et y p e s t o cr e at e t h e i m a g e of w h at is ess e nti all y a bl a c k s u p er h er o.  
 
D efi a n c e o f S o ci al A ut h orit y in Bl a k e  
N e e dl ess t o s a y, t h e d efi a n c e of s o ci al a ut h orit y is a p ar a m o u nt t h e m e i n t h e 
n o v el. T h e st o r y d et ails v ari o us e x a m pl es i n w hi c h  Bl a k e u n a b as h e dl y c h all e n g es t h e 
a nt e b ell u m s yst e m of sl a v er y t h at  c o ntr oll e d t h e A m eri c a n s o ut h. U nli k e, t h e pr e vi o usl y 
m e nti o n e d n o v els, pr ot a g o nist s li k e M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n i n a d v ert e ntl y s ei z e d t h e 
o p p ort u nit y t o c a pit ali z e o n t h e e v e nt s t h at l e a d  t o t h e sl a v e r e v olt. I n Cl ot el  a n d T h e 
G ari es , t h e pr ot a g o nist tri es a v ari et y of cl a n d e sti n e pl ot s a n d pl a ns t o es c a p e t h e 
o p pr essi o n of r a cis m. H o w e v er, i n Bl a k e , t h e c h ar a ct er s dis pl a y t h e m o st o v ert d efi a n c e 
of s o ci al a ut h orit y. D el a n y writ es , “ W e s w e ar t o d estr o y t h e w hit e s a n d all t h at t h e y 
p o ss ess; l et us di e r at h er t h a n f ail t o k e e p t his v o w ”  ( 1 8). I n Bl a k e , t h e c h ar a ct er s t h at 
m o st c h a m pi o n e d t h e c a us e of fr e e d o m  w er e r ef err e d t o as “ p ur e -bl o o d e d N e gr o es, ”  w h o 
ar e p h ysi c all y str o n g, e n d o w e d wit h a n e x c e pti o n al i nt elli g e n c e, a n d f ull y c o m mitt e d t o 
t h e d ef e ns e of t h e ri g ht s of t h e w o m e n, m e n, a n d c hil dr e n of Afri c a n d es c e nt ( M o uss a 
1 7).  
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Bl a k e s er v es as a n e x a m pl e  t o e nsl a v e d Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns a n d ot h er s t h at t h e 
tr u e h er o es i n t h e str u g gl e of fr e e d o m ar e a ct u all y t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns . H e als o 
c o ntr a di ct s t h e st er e ot y p e of p e o pl e wit h d ar k er c o m pl e xi o n b ei n g m or e s a v a g e, sl ot hf ul, 
or u n e d u c at e d. Bl a k e n ot o nl y s er v e s as a g e n er al s a vi or t o t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n, b ut h e 
als o e x e m plifi es t h e e nsl a v e d m as s es p h ysi c all y , a s w ell as a d ds v al u e t o Afri c a n a n d 
n ati v e r eli gi o u s a n d s pirit u al pr a cti c e s. I n ess e n c e, t his is t his fir st ti m e i n lit er at ur e t h at 
a n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n d o es n ot a d h er e t o t h e t e n et s of C hris ti a nit y as it w as t a u g ht t o t h e m 
b y sl a v e o w n er s. All of t h e writ er s e x a mi n e d i n t his st u d y w er e v er y a w ar e of t h e 
h y p o cris y of t h e pr o p o s e d C hristi a n c h ar a ct er of t h e n ati o n. Bl a k e , h o w e v er, is t h e fir st 
w or k t o o p e nl y c h all e n g e t h o s e n oti o ns a n d e v e n c o nsi d er s r etiri n g fr o m t h e C hristi a n 
f ait h all t o g et h er. T h er ef or e, Bl a k e  d efi es s o ci al a ut h orit y i n t h e m o st dir e ct w a ys. H e 
o p e n l y o p p o s e s f or c e d s er vit u d e b y c o ns piri n g t o a n d c o n vin ci n g ot h er s t o f or ci bl y a n d 
vi ol e ntl y r e v olt. B ut h e als o att e m pt s t o i nstill pri d e wit hi n Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s a b o ut t h eir 
l o st hist or y, r eli gi o n, a n d c oll e cti v e str e n gt h.  
 
I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d th e R e v er e n c e o f N at ur e in Bl a k e  
E v e n t h o u g h Bl a k e  is st or y of fi cti o n, it is or g a ni z e d ar o u n d a r e c o g ni z a bl e 
A m eri c a n s o ci al str u ct ur e p o p ul at e d b y a s et of c h ar a ct er s t h at r e pr es e nt t h e p e o pl e a n d 
attit u d es of t h e 1 8 5 0 s. T o a d d t o t h e r e alis m, t h e st or y is d at e d t o a p arti c ul ar ti m e p eri o d, 
1 8 5 2 t o 1 8 5 3 . T his gi v e s c o nt e xt t o t h e r e a d er s r e g ar di n g t h e p e o pl e, t h e pl a c e s, a n d t h e 
e v e nt s t h at tr a ns pir e i n t h e st or y. “ D el a n y  a d d s t h at h e i n cl u d e s t h es e d at es i n or d er t o 
c o n v e y a h ei g ht e n e d s e ns e of r e alis m, e v e n t h o u g h t h e st or y is a w or k of fi cti o n. D el a n y  
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als o i n cl u d e s t h es e d et ails b e c a us e t his is i nf or m ati o n t h at his r e a d er s a n d c o nt e m p or ari es 
w o ul d h a v e r e c o g ni z e d . H o w e v er, i n t er ms of g e nr e, Bl a k e  r e pr es e nt s a n e arl y e x a m pl e of 
bl a c k ut o pi a n s p e c ul ati v e fi cti o n ( B o ul d 7 4).  I n P assi n g a n d t h e Af ri c a n -A m eri c a n 
N o v el,  M ari a Gi uli a F a bi writ es, “ L e ss c o n vi n c e d of t h e li br at or y p ot e nti al of 
t e c h n ol o gi c al pr o gr ess t h a n t h eir w hit e c o u nt er p arts, Afri c a n-A m eri c a n ut o pi a n writ er s 
f o c us e d o n t h e pr o c ess of i n di vi d u al a n d c oll e cti v e i d e ol o gi c al c h a n g e r at h er t h a n o n t h e 
a c c o m plis h e d p erf e cti o n of ut o pi a it s elf ”  ( F a bi 4 6). S o m e c o nt e m p or ar y criti c s e v e n 
d es cri b e Bl a k e as a n e arl y pr ot ot y p e of t h e Afr o -f ut urist n o v el. Lis a Y a s z e k writ es, “ [I] n 
a m o v e t h at w o ul d s et t h e t o n e f or n e arl y a c e nt ur y of Afr o -f ut urist S F t o c o m e,”  D el a n y 
e x pl or es t h e a m bi v al e n c e a n d pr e c arit y of bl a c k c ult ur al s ur vi v al w hil e si m ult a n e o usl y 
ar g ui n g f or bl a c k t e c h n ol o gi c al pr o w ess ( 5 9) . F urt h er, A bi ol a Ir el e a d ds t h at b e c a us e of 
D el a n y's i nt er e st i n bl a c k s e p ar atis m a n d t h e est a blis h m e nt of a bl a c k st at e, Bl a k e  is a n 
e xt e nsi o n a n d  e x pl or ati o n of t h e t h e m es a n d i d e as h e e x pl or e d i n his 1 8 5 2 p u bli c ati o n of 
T h e C o n diti o n, El e v ati o n, E mi gr ati o n, a n d D esti n y of t h e C ol or e d P e o pl e of t h e U nit e d 
St at es  (Ir el e 4 3 3). T h er ef or e, li k e his Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n c o nt e m p or ari e s, D el a n y  
us e d t h e n o v el Bl a k e  as o n e of s e v er al m et h o ds t o c o m b at t h e s yst e m of sl a v er y  i n 
A m eri c a . A d diti o n all y, b y t a ki n g t h e t h e n u n pr e c e d e nt e d r o ut e of ess e nti all y cr e ati n g a 
w or k of s p e c ul ati v e fi cti o n , D el a n y pr es e nt s a gli m ps e of w h at c o ul d  h a p p e n if t h e p e o pl e 
w er e t o ris e u p  i n a n or g a ni z e d f as hi o n. T his t e c h ni q u e  b e c o m es o n e of his m o st 
p er s u asi v e lit er ar y d e cisi o ns i n t h e n o v el. As s u c h, s p e c ul ati v e fi cti o n w o ul d l at er gr o w 
i nt o a disti n ct a n d t hri vi n g lit er ar y g e nr e all t h e w a y t o t h e pr es e nt d a y. S c h ol ar S a m u el 
R. D el a n y d e s cri b e d Bl a k e  as “ a b o ut as cl o s e t o a s ci e n c e fi cti o n-st yl e alt er n at e hist or y 
1 3 1  
 
n o v el as y o u c a n g et ”  ( All e n). Alt h o u g h t h e s eri ali z ati o n of t h e st or y e n d e d pr e m at ur el y, 
t h e e ntir e n o v el w as e v e nt u all y p u blis h e d i n a s eri ali z e d f or m i n t h e W e e kl y A n gl o -
Af ri c a n  i n w e e kl y i nst all m e nt s fr o m N o v e m b er 1 8 6 1 t o M a y 1 8 6 2. A n ot h er f a ct t h at als o 
ti es D el a n y  wit h  e arl y e x a m pl es of s p e c ul ati v e fi cti o n is t h at “ T h e A n gl o -Af ri c a n  w as 
c o nsi d er e d t h e pr e mi er p u bli c ati o n f e at uri n g t h e w or k s of bl a c k s ci e ntist s a n d t h e orist s; 
B l a k e's i n cl u si o n i n it s s eri als hi g hli g ht s it s c o n n e cti o n t o a l ar g er p oliti c al c o nt e xt t h at 
f o c us e d o n bl a c k citi z e ns hi p i n t h e a nt e b ell u m S o ut h”  ( Britt). A d diti o n all y, w hil e t h e 
n o v el i n c or p or at es s o m e el e m e nt s of t h e f u giti v e sl a v e n arr ati v e, Bl a k e' s n arr at or is als o a 
s ci e ntist, w h o s e f o c us o n d at a c oll e cti o n a n d r es e ar c h st a n d i n r e p u di ati o n of t h e r a ci al 
s ci e n c e of t h e d a y ( Britt).  F or e x a m pl e, D el a n y is o n e of t h e fir st writ er s t o e x pr ess t h at 
Afri c a a n d it s c o ntri b uti o ns t o s ci e n c e a n d m at h w er e f o u n d ati o n al t o t h e W est er n w orl d .  
T his r efl e ct s o n e of t h e m aj or t h e m es i n D el a n y's w or k. Bl a k e n e arl y i m p er c e pti bl y 
bl e n d s f a ct s a n d fi cti o n i n or d er t o c o n n e ct t o  a l ar g er m o v e m e nt t o  br e a k d o w n 
st er e ot y p e s a n d misi nf or m ati o n a n d b uilt u p t h e c oll e ct e d Af ri c a n-A m eri c a n c o m m u niti e s 
wit h k n o wl e d g e of t h e ms el v es, t h eir hist or y, a n d t h eir p ot e nti al.   
D el a n y, h o w e v er, als o  pr o vi d e s a w e alt h of n at ur al i m a g er y i n t h e st or y as w ell. 
D el a n y still a bi d es b y t h e r o m a nti c c o n n e cti o n wit h n at ur e as  h e d es cri b e s t h e gr e at 
dis m al s w a m p m ar o o ns w h er e sl a v es ar e oft e n h u nt e d . T hr o u g h o ut t h e st or y, Bl a k e 
tr a v els t o a n d d es cri b e s a v ari et y of e x oti c l o c ati o ns. W hil e t h e ot h er n o v els c o v er e d i n 
t h e st u d y eit h er p ai nt t h e a gr ari a n A m eri c a n S o ut h or t h e c o m pl e x A m eri c a n N ort h as 
str a n g e a n d e x oti c l a n d s, Bl a k e a ct u all y  t a k es t h e r e a d er s t o v ari o us e x oti c l a n ds  i n or d er 
t o vi e f or fr e e d o m. Ho w e v er, Bl a k e ’s tr a v els c o n v e y a m or e i nt er n ati o n al f o c us. F or 
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e x a m pl e, W est Afri c a o c c u pi e s a c e ntr al pl a c e i n Bl a k e  b e c a u s e D el a n y c o nsi d er e d t h e 
W e st Afri c a n c o ast as t h e l a n d t o w hi c h Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns c o ul d r et ur n, n ot as 
c ol o ni alist s, b ut as p e o pl e w h o h a v e p er m a n e ntl y r et ur n e d t o bri n g al o n g n e w Afri c a n -
A m eri c a n i d e as a n d e m br a c e t h e v al u e s a n d pr a cti c es c h ar a ct eristi c t o Afri c a.  
 
P o etr y in Bl a k e  
E v e n t h o u g h Bl a k e  is p u blis h e d t o w ar d t h e e n d of t h e R o m a nti c M o v e m e nt, 
D el a n y  still fi n ds t h e i m p ort a n c e of i n c or p or ati n g p o etr y i nt o t h e t e xt. H o w e v er, i nst e a d 
of utili zi n g e xisti n g a n d ori gi n al p o etr y t o hi g hli g ht t h e k n o wl e d g e a n d lit erar y or c ult ur al 
s o p histi c ati o n of t h e writ er, h e s atiri z e s a n d cr e at es a p ar o d y of e xisti n g p o e ms t o p oi nt 
o ut  t h e a bs ur dit y of t h eir n oti o ns. T h e n o v el o p e ns wit h a p o e m w h o D el a n y cl ai ms is b y 
H arri et B e e c h er St o w e.  
            B y m ys elf, t h e L or d of A g e s,  
            I h a v e s w or n t o ri g ht t h e wr o n g, 
            I h a v e pl e d g e d m y w or d u n br o k e n, 
            F or t h e w e a k a g ai nst t h e str o n g. ( 4)  
 
Li k e Br o w n i n Cl ot el , D el a n y u s es p o etr y fr o m L or d B yr o n, St o w e, as w ell as ori gi n al 
w or ks i n or d er t o s u p pl e m e nt or b o o k e n d t h e m e ss a g es i n t h e b o o k. At t h e st art of P art 
T w o  of t h e n o v el D el a n y  a d d s,  
              H e ar t h e w or d! --w h o fi g ht f or fr e e d o m!  
            S h o ut it  i n t h e b attl e v a n! 
            H o p e! f or bl e e di n g h u m a n n at ur e!  
            C hrist t h e G o d, is C hrist t h e M a n!  ( 1 6 5) 
 
T h es e p o e ms w er e n ot i n cl u d e d i n t h e ori gi n al b ut a d d e d l at er. T his is p o ssi bl y b e c a us e 
his o pi ni o n o n St o w e h a d w ar m e d si n c e t h e st art of t h e Ci vil W ar i n 1 8 6 5. At t h e ti m e of 
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t h e b o o k’s i niti al r el e a s e, D el a n y e x pr es s e d criti cis m f or h er p ortr a y al of sl a v e s i n U n cl e 
T o m’ s C a bi n . Ir o ni c all y, t h e c oll e cti o n fr o m w hi c h D el a n y  r etri e v ed t h e e pi gr a p hs f or 
Bl a k e  is t h e s a m e c oll e cti o n i n w hi c h D o u gl as s’s T h e H er oi c Sl a v e  fir st a p p e ar e d. 
B esi d e s t h es e e x a m pl e s, Bl a k e is still i nt er s p er s e d wit h p o e ms, s o n gs, c h a nt s, a n d s e v er al 
ot h er m ar k er s of p o eti c a c u m e n a n d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n c ult ur e. Ulti m at el y, e v e n t h o u g h 
D el a n y  d e vi at es fr o m t h e s u btl e m e ss a g es  of a p e a c ef ul, i n cl usi v e e n d t o sl a v er y, h e still 
str o n gl y a d h er es t o t h e tr e n d of w e a vi n g p o etr y t hr o u g h o ut t h e w or k.  
 
El e v at e d L a n g u a g e in Bl a k e  
Of all ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y fi cti o n w or k s writt e n b y Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s or E ur o p e a n 
A m eri c a ns, Bl a k e  is t h e fir st t o us e a n d e m br a c e sl a v e di al e ct i n t h e writt e n di al o g u e. 
T his is e vi d e n c e of t h e m o v e t o w ar ds r e alis m a n d a m or e a c c ur at e p ortr a y al of lif e. 
Ir oni c all y, b y c h o o si n g  t o us e n o n-st a n d ar d di al e ct s, D el a n y f urt h er pr o p a g at es t h e n oti o n 
t h at y o ut hf ul i n n o c e n c e is g o o d a nd e d u c at e d s o p histi c ati o n is l es s d esir a bl e . T his is als o 
i n dir e ct o pti o n t o pr e d e c ess or s of his t e c h ni q u e of s h o wi n g Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns  i n t h e 
b e st, m o st e d u c ati o n al  a n d/ or s o p histi c at e d li g ht.  
N ot o nl y d o es D el a n y  a d e ptl y u s e i m a gi n ati v e st or yt elli n g, b ut h e als o p e p p er s his 
w or k wit h f o ot n ot es e x pr essi n g his fir st h a n d r e a cti o n t o t h e s o ci al hist or y b ei n g r efl e ct e d 
i n t h e st or y. T his u n d er s c or e of c o nt e m p or ar y d et ail f urt h er c o nstr u ct s a gr e at s o ci al 
r e alit y t h at b e c o m e t h e c hi ef f o c us of t h e a cti o n. T h e n o v el t o u c h es u p o n t h e 
U n d er gr o u n d R ailr o a d, t h e sl a v e s hi p A mist a d, t h e tr a ns atl a nti c sl a v e tr a d e, t h e 
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c o m pr o mis e of 1 8 5 0, t h e Dr e d S c ott d e cisi o n, as w ell as t h e l e g al a n d p oliti c al c o n diti o ns 
i n C u b a i n t h e 1 8 4 0s a n d 1 8 5 0s (M c G a n n x vi).  
I n P art Tw o, h o w e v er, D el a n y  d e p art s fr o m t h e r e alis m w h e n t h e n arr ati v e m a k e s 
a d e cisi v e t ur n t o f a nt as y i n C h a pt er 1 7. T o w ar ds t h e e n d of t h e n o v el, Bl a k e’ s p oliti c al 
ar g u m e nt is s oli difi e d w h e n  D el a n y d e ci d e d  t h e e v e nt s t h at t a k e pl a c e i n C u b a ar e 
d efi n e d b y t h e pr es e n c e of t h e C u b a n p o et Pl a ci d o a n d t h e i ns urr e cti o n ar y hist or y h e 
r epr es e nt s. Pl a ci d o w as ulti m at el y e x e c ut e d i n 1 8 4 4 as o n e of t h e l e a d er s of t his 
i ns urr e cti o nist m o v e m e nt. J ust as i n A m eri c a, Afri c a n-C u b a n a n d E ur o p e a n -C u b a ns i n 
t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y w er e b ot h dri v e n b y a n ur g e t o b e fr e e, e v e n as E ur o p e a n -C u b a n , 
j ust as E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a ns f o u g ht h ar dil y t o d e n y t h at fr e e d o m fr o m ot h er s. D el a n y  
fi n ds s o m e c o m m o n gr o u n d b a s e d t h eir o w n e x p eri e n c e of o p pr essi o n.  N e v ert h el es s, t h e 
p o et Pl a ci d o still ill u str at es t h e i m p ort a n c e of p o etr y t o t h e r e a d er. It als o si g nifi e s t h at 
p o etr y is still c o nsi d er e d a v ali d a n d r es p e ct e d f or m of lit er ar y, a n d at ti m es, p oliti c al 
e x pr es si o n.  
 
T h e m es of N ati o n alis m in Bl a k e  
U nli k e t h e af or e m e nti o n e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s dis c u ss e d i n t his 
st u d y, D el a n y  c h o o s e n ot t o i n c or p or at e t e n et s of A m eri c a n N ati o n alis m. H o w e v er, h e 
di d e v o k e a m es s a g e of Bl a c k N ati o n alis m. T h e o nl y i d e alis m h e e x pr es s e s is his 
willi n g n es s a n d d et er mi n ati o n t o h el p hi ms elf a n d his p e o pl e b y his o w n will a n d 
s a crifi c e. T his als o ti es i n wit h t h e i m a g e of t h e s elfl es s r o m a nti c h er o c o nsist e ntl y 
s e ar c hi n g f or fr e e d o m. W hil e T h e G ari e s  a n d Cl ot el f o c us o n c ert ai n cl as s of Afri c a n -
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A m eri c a s. F or Cl ot el, t h e f o c us is o n t h e li v es a n d h ar ds hi p  of mi x e d -r a c e w o m e n i n 
A m eri c a . I n T h e G ari es , t h e f o c us is o n t h e bl a c k b o ur g e oisi e. N e v ert h el ess, wit h t h e 
r el e a s e of Bl a k e , t h e a p p e al a n d all ur e of Bl a c k N ati o n alis m o nl y g ai n e d gr o u n d a m o n g 
t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n w or ki n g cl as s a n d p o or p e o pl e. T h es e p e o pl e als o f ar o ut n u m b er e d 
t h e “ m ul att o ”  a n d t h e “ bl a c k b o ur g e oisi e ” .  
O n his tr a v els, Bl a k e e n c o u nt er s a n u m b er p e o pl e w h o h a v e b e e n ass o ci at e d wit h 
N at T ur n er. H e a n d t h e p e o pl e of t h e s w a m p a d a m a ntl y r e s p e ct t h e n a m e s of t h o s e w h o 
l e d a n d p arti ci p at e d i n pr e vi o us sl a v e r e b elli o ns. D el a n y writ es, “ I n t his f e arf ul a b o d e f or 
y e ar s of s o m e of Vir gi ni a a n d N ort h C ar oli n a’s b ol d est bl a c k r e b els, t h e n a m es of N at 
T ur n er, D e n m ar k V e e zi e, a n d G e n er al G a bri el w er e h el d b y t h e m i n s a cr e d r e v er e n c e;  
t h at of G a bri el w a s a t alis m a n”  ( 1 1 3). H o w e v er, t h e y als o f as hi o n e d t h e m s el v e s as 
m e m b er s of t h e A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n a s w ell. D el a n y writ es , “ Wit h d eli g ht t h e y 
r e c o u nt e d t h e m a n y e x pl oit s of w h o m t h e y c o n c ei v e d t o b e t h e gr e at est m e n w h o e v er 
li v e d, t h e pr et e n d e d d e e ds of w h o m w er e f a b ul o us, s o m e of t h e n arr at or s cl ai mi n g t o 
h a v e b e e n p atri ot s i n t h e A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n ”  ( 1 1 3). 
T hr o u g h o ut Bl a k e , D el a n y all u d e s t o t h e m es of n ati o n alis m, b ut a m aj or e m p h asis 
is pl a c e d o n t h e sl a v es’ p er c e pti o n of fr e e d o m, a n d w hil e t h at fr e e d o m w as d et ail e d b y 
t h e E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a n h er o es of t h e A m eri c a n R e v ol uti o n, t h e y vi e w e d t h e m 
s y n o n y m o u s l y wit h t h e str u g gl e of Afri c a n-A m eri c a n r e v ol uti o n ari e s as w ell. D el a n y 
d et ail e d t his e x p eri e n c e b y st ati n g t h at t h eir  p er c e pti o n of hist or y “ w a s gr a v el y i n a c c ur at e 
i n f a ct, b ut t h e y h a d c a u g ht t h e s pirit of t h e t hi n g. Li b ert y, E q u alit y, Fr at er nit y. B ef or e t h e 
e n d of 1 7 8 9 , t h er e w er e risi n gs i n G u a d el o u p e a n d M arti ni q u e. As e arl y as O ct o b er, i n 
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F ort D a u p hi n, o n e of t h e f ut ur e c e nt er s of t h e S a n D o mi n g o i ns urr e cti o n, t h e sl a v e s w er e 
stirri n g a n d h ol di n g m as s m e eti n g s i n t h e f or est s at ni g ht ”  ( 8 1-8 2). T h es e i d e als  gr o w t o 
b e t h e r o ot s of D el a n y’ s Bl a c k N ati o n alist m o v e m e nt.  
A g ai n, D el a n y’ s o w n lif e e x p eri e n c e s pl a ys a pi v ot al r ol e i n  his st a n c e o n Bl a c k 
N ati o n alis m . W h e n his s o n, T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e, n a m e d aft er t h e l e a d er of t h e H aiti a n 
R e v ol uti o n, e nlist e d i n t h e U ni o n ar m y i n t h e s pri n g of 1 8 6 3, D el a n y f oll o w e d b y 
b e c o mi n g a r e cr uit er of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n  m e n f or t h e ar m y. I n 1 8 6 5, h e m et wit h 
Pr esi d e nt A br a h a m Li n c ol n, S e cr et ar y of W ar , E d wi n St a nt o n , a n d w as f or m all y 
c o m mis si o n e d a m aj or of i nf a ntr y, wit h n o assi g n e d r e gi m e nt. His d uti e s w er e “ r e cr uiti n g 
or g a ni zi n g c ol or e d  tr o o ps”  f or t h e f e d eral g o v er n m e nt a p o siti o n h e w o ul d h ol d f or m or e 
t h a n si x y e ar s ( M c G a n n xi). I n ess e n c e, b e c a u s e D el a n y n ot o nl y lit er all y a n d fi g ur ati v el y 
f o u g ht f or t h e fr e e d o m of Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns, D el a n y ulti m at el y b e c a m e k n o w n as t h e 
“ f at h er of Bl a c k N ati o n alis m” , b ut h e is als o i nt er n ati o n all y k n o w n as a s ci e ntist a n d 
e x p l or er. T h er ef or e, his a bilit y t o e xtr a p ol at e o n t h e d et ails a n d n u a n c es of t h e v ari o us 
l o c ati o ns a n d c ult ur es a d ds t o t h e d e pt h of t h e n o v el.  
 
R eli gi o n a n d S pirit u alit y  in Bl a k e  
D el a n y  o p e ns t h e n o v el wit h a pi ct ur e of t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h, w h er e sl a v er y a n d 
r a ci al o p pr essi o n is l e g al, l a wf ul, a n d e v e n e n c o ur a g e d. T h er ef or e,  C hristi a nit y pl a ys a 
p e c uli ar r ol e i n j ustif yi n g t h e d e pl or a bl e a ct s t h at t a k e pl a c e i n t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h. I n 
Bl a k e , C hristi a nit y is u s e d as a s u bj u g ati n g t o ol t h at k e e ps e nsl a v e d p e o pl e u n d er t h e 
a ut h orit y of t h eir m a st er s/ o w n er s. E nsl a v e d l a b or er s r e a dil y t ur n t h e ot h er c h e e k aft er o n e 
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of t h e m h as b e e n b e at e n b y a w hit e m a st er. T h e y ar e d e pi ct e d as w el c o mi n g all t h e s e 
e v e nt s wit h p as si vit y a n d a p pr o v al i n a st oi c a n d d ef e at e d m a n n er. T his, h o w e v er, c o m es 
fr o m t h e c o m m o n ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y b eli ef t h at all h u m a n s h a d a r a ci al hi er ar c h y , t h at 
t h e d ar k est or m o st Afri c a ni z e d p e o pl e ar e at t h e b ott o m of t h at hi er ar c h y, a n d t h at t h e 
w hit e st, f air est p e o pl e ar e at t h e t o p of t h at hi er ar c h y, wit h a wi d e r a n g e of v ari ati o n i n 
b et w e e n. T his mi n d s et h as b e e n r ei nf or c e d a n d i m pl e m e nt e d wit hi n t h e r eli gi o n t h at is 
t a u g ht t o t h e sl a v e s as w ell a n d t h e sl a v e -o w n er s a n d g e n er al p u bli c. Bl a k e  ill ustr at es 
di c h ot o m y a n d c o m p ar e s t h e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n ri g ht t o o v ert hr o w sl a v er y wit h m o d er n 
r e b elli o ns t o t h e li k es of t h e Gr e e ks, t h e P ol e s, t h e H u n g ari a ns, a n d ot h er s i n h a v e f o u g ht 
f or a n d w o n t h eir fr e e d o m.  
W h e n M a g gi e is s ol d t o C u b a, h er  s u p pli c ati o ns ar e a ns w er e d wit h h er m ot h er’s 
gl orifi c ati o n of t h e n a m e of t h e L or d.  At t h e c o n cl usi o n, M a g gi e, cl a s pi n g h er h a n ds, 
e x cl ai ms, “ O m a m m y, O m a m m y! W h at s h all I d o ? O, is t h er e n o h o p e f or m e ? C a n’t 
y o u b e g m a st er -- c a n’t y o u s a v e m e! ”  “ L o o k  t o d e L a u d, m y c hil e! Hi m o n y a bl e t o 
bri n g y e h o ut m o’ n a h c o n k e h! ”  w a s t h e pr a y erf ul a d vi c e of t h e w o e -stri c k e n ol d m ot h er; 
b ot h, h ast e ni n g i nt o t h e kit c h e n, f alli n g u p o n t h eir k n e e s, i n v o k e d a l o u d t h e G o d of t h e 
o p pr ess e d ( D el a n y 1 1 ). I n t his c as e, alt ho u g h s h e w as p o w erl e ss t o h el p, M a m m y still t h e 
will of G o d o v er t h e will of t h eir s u p p o s e d E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n m a st er s. Li k e wis e, 
D a d d y J o e c o nsi d er s his d a u g ht er’s sit u ati o n as “ t h e m at eri ali z ati o n of G o d’s will, a 
pr e d esti n e d e v e nt or d er e d b y d et er mi nis m ”  ( M o uss a 1 5). His pr a y er s ar e n o diff er e nt 
fr o m t h o s e of his wif e, e x c e pt t h at h e as ks G o d t o l et his d a u g ht er c o m e b a c k. F alli n g 
u p o n his k n e es, i n t h e f e n c e c or n er, t h e ol d m a n r ais e d his v oi c e i n s u p pli c ati o n, “ O 
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L a u d! D o w h as pr o mis’ i n di n e o w n w u d, t o b e a f a d a h t o d e f a d el es s, a n’ h u s b a n t o d e 
wi d a h! O L a u d, l et d y w u d r u n a n’ b e gl orifi y! S of’ e n d e h a u d h a ut o b d e pr ess e h, a n’ l et 
m y p o’ c hil e c u m b a c k! ”  ( M o uss a 1 1). T h e  attit u d e of t h es e e nsl a v e d c h ar a ct er s c a n b e 
e x pl ai n e d b y t h e cir c u mst a n c es i n w hi c h C hristi a nit y h as b e e n “ f or c e d”  i nt o t h eir li v e s. 
T h e sl a v e tr a d er s w or k e d str e n u o usl y t o c o m pl et el y br e a k t h e will, b ot h ps y c h ol o gi c all y 
a n d p h ysi c all y, of e nsl a v e d l a b or er s w h o m w er e t h e n  i ntr o d u c e d t o C hristi a nit y ( M o uss a 
1 6).  I n m a n y i nst a n c e s, t h e sl a v es w er e b e at e n, w hi p p e d, d e gr a d e d, a n d r a p e d b y t h e v er y 
pri est s a n d mi nist er s of t h e C hristi a n f ait h.  
As a r es ult of t his r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n sl a v er y a n d C hristi a nit y, “ R eli gi o n 
d o mi n at es t h e p oliti c al a cti o n i n Bl a k e . It ma ps t h e str u g gl e  b et w e e n a f als e r eli gi o n t h at 
is si m pl y a f ar c e t h at pr o m ot es r a ci al s u p pr e ssi o n a n d f als e pr o mis e. H o w e v er, e v e n 
“ w h e n Bl a k e a n d his fri e n ds ar e p ois e d f or t h eir C u b a n i ns urr e cti o n, t h e q u esti o n of 
G o d 's will r e m ai ns i m p er ati v e”  (M c G a n n  x xi v). Bl a k e als o us es r ati o n al p oi nt s t o 
c o n vi n c e his a u di e n c e. Li k e a C hrist fi g ur e, t his is h o w Bl a k e b uil d s his r e v ol uti o n. I n 
f a ct, w h e n s p e a ki n g t o m a n y of t h e sl a v e s, t h e y w o ul d r e pl y t h at t h e y h a v e b e e n w aiti ng 
f or s o m e o n e li k e Bl a k e t o c o m e al o n g i n or d er t o h el p t h e m g ai n t h eir fr e e d o m. T his is 
a n al o g o us t o h o w C hristi a ns w o ul d s a y t h at t h e y ar e w aiti n g f or J es us C hrist t o s a v e 
t h e m. Ir o ni c all y, t his als o cr e at es a m or e a c c ur at e d e pi cti o n of J e s us i n t h e mi n ds of t h e 
r e a d er s, t h us d etr a cti n g fr o m t h e i m a g e of a w hit e J es u s gi v e n t o t h e sl a v e s b y m o st 
a nt e b ell u m C hristi a ns.  
Bl a k e j ustifi es his a ct s b y e x a mi ni n g his o w n m or al c o m p as s. W h e n h e att e m pt s 
t o c o n vi n c e M a m m y J u d y t o h el p pill a g e t h e h o m e of t h e ir E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n  o w n er, 
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h e s a ys, “ N o, m a m m y, I’ m i n c a p a bl e of st e ali n g fr o m a n y o n e, b ut I h a v e, fr o m ti m e t o 
ti m e, t a k e n b y littl es, s o m e of t h e e ar ni n gs d u e m e f or m or e t h a n ei g ht e e n y e ar s’ s er vi c e 
t o t his m a n Fr a n k s, w hi c h at t h e l o w r at e of t w o h u n dr e d d oll ar s a y e ar w o ul d a m o u nt t o 
si xt e e n h u n dr e d d oll ar s m or e t h a n I s e c ur e d, e x cl u si v e of t h e i nt er est, w hi c h w o ul d h a v e 
m or e t h a n s u p pli e d, t o s a y n ot hi n g of t h e i nj ur y d o n e m e b y d e gr a di n g m e as a sl a v e ”  
(D el a n y 3 1). Li k e t h e f a m e d T o uss ai nt L’ O u v ert ur e, Bl a k e e d u c at es t h e e nsl a v e d p e o pl e 
a n d wi ns t h e m t o t h e c a us e of  a cti v e str u g gl e. H e ulti m at el y s u b v ert s t h e e nsl a vi n g us e of 
C hristi a nit y a n d c alls f or w a ys i n w hi c h Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p e o pl e c a n us e it i n t h e 
i nt er est of t h eir o w n li b er ati o n str u g gl e. H e s a ys, “ Y o u m ust m a k e y o ur r eli gi o n s u bs er v e 
y o ur i nt er est s, as y o ur o p pr ess or s d o t h eir s! ”  a d vis e d H e nr y. “ T h e y us e t h e S cri pt ur es t o 
m a k e y o u s u b mit, b y pr e a c hi n g t o y o u t h e t e xt s of ‘ o b e di e n c e t o y o ur m a st er s’ a n d 
‘st a n di n g still t o s e e t h e s al v ati o n,’ a n d w e m ust n o w b e gi n t o u n d er st a n d t h e Bi bl e s o as 
t o m a k e it of i nt er est t o us”  ( D el a n y 4 1).  
Bl a k e n ot o nl y t o u c h es o n C hristi a nit y, b ut d u e t o D el a n y’ s f a mili arit y wit h W e st 
Afri c a, a n d t h e c e ntr al r ol e of W e st Afri c a n tr a diti o n al b eli efs i n Bl a k e , h e t a k es t h e ti m e 
t o hi g hli g ht t h e pr e v al e n c e of Afri c a n c ult ur e, e v e n w hil e i n a pr o sl a v er y C hristi a n 
e n vir o n m e nt. T h e c o nj ur er s’ n a m e s i n t h e S w a m p ar e ass o ci at e d wit h W e st Afri c a n 
pr a cti c e s. M o uss a writ es  
‘ T h e g o o m b a,’ t h e s n a k e, t h e c oll e cti v e i n c a nt ati o ns, a n d e m oti o ns a n d 
u nit y a ss o ci at e d wit h t h e bl e ssi n g t h e y l a y u p o n H e nr y, t h eir s ol e h o p e, ar e 
c o nsist e nt wit h W e st Afri c a n tr a diti o n al s pirit u al pr a cti c e s. T h e m e n w h o 
pr esi d e o v er t h e c er e m o n y, G a m b y G h ol ar a n d M a u d y G h a m us, b e ar W est 
Afri c a n n a m e s: B ei n g n o w … w ell q u alifi e d t o pr os e c ut e his pr oj e ct a mi d st 
t h e pr a y er s, bl es si n gs, wis h es, h o p es, f e ar s, p o w w o ws a n d pr o mis es of 
n e v er f aili n g c o nj ur ati o n, a n d t h e t e ar s of t h e cl o u d y i n h a bit a nt s of t his 
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gr e at s e cl u si o n, a m o n g w h o m w er e t h e fr o st y -h e a d e d, b o w e d d o w n ol d 
m e n of t h e C a v e … ( 1 1 5).  
 
T h e v o o d o o s o n gs a n d i n c a nt ati o ns i n Bl a k e  ar e ill ustr ati o ns of t h e s ur vi v al of W est 
Afri c a n c ult ur al pr a cti c es i n t h e C ari b b e a n.  
 
D ar k R o m ati cis m in Bl a k e  
Li k e m o st of D el a n y ’ s Afri c a n-A m eri c a n c o u nt e r p art s, t h e pri m ar y el e m e nt of 
D ar k R o m a nti c is m t h at t h e a ut h or e x hi bit s ar e t h e gr u es o m e d e pi cti o ns of t h e v ari o us 
h orrifi c as p e ct s of e v er y d a y lif e wit hi n t h e A m eri c a n s yst e m of sl a v er y. T h er e w as als o 
d ar k n es s t o A m eri c a n R o m a nti cis m t h at w as cl e arl y disti n ct f r o m t h e E n glis h e x a m pl es 
of e arli er i n t h e c e nt ur y.  J er o m e M c G a n n writ es t h at at t h e ti m e, m a n y cl ai m e d t h at 
“ D el a n y w a s n ot a n o v elist –  h e w as a p ol e mi cist, e v e n a pr o p h et, w h o d e pl o y e d v ari o us 
c o n v e nti o ns of tr a diti o n al fi cti o n t o m a k e a b o ut w h a t bl a c k e m a n ci p ati o n i n A m eri c a  
m e a nt a n d h o w it w as t o b e a c hi e v e d ”  (M c G a n n x v) . “ T h e sl a v e tr a d er s tri e d t o c o n c e al 
t h e i n h u m a n n at ur e of t h eir attit u d e u n d er t h e pr et e ns e  t h at sl a v er y w as t h e s ol e w a y i n 
w hi c h t h e Afri c a ns c o ul d m e et s al v ati o n, b y c o n c o cti n g a n d e x hi biti n g a pi ct ur e of w ar -
li k e Afri c a n tri b e s, killi n g e a c h ot h er, b ef or e t h e i ntr usi o n of th e sl a v e tr a d er s ”  ( M o uss a 
1 6). H e a d ds t h at H e nr y’s e ntr a n c e o n t h e s c e n e i n D el a n y’ s w or k is “ t h e o nl y f a ct or 
w hi c h disr u pt s t his m el a n c h ol y a n d tr a gi c pi ct ur e, a n d pr es e nt s s o m e o n e w h o q u esti o ns 
t h e a ct s of t h e sl a v e o w n er, a n d b y d oi n g t h at, att a c ks sl a v er y a s a n i nstit uti o n”  ( 1 6).  
Ulti m at el y, w hil e Bl a k e  d o es n ot us e t h e g ot hi c, m yt hi c, a n d s u p er n at u r al el e m e nt s as 
s o m e of his c o nt e m p or ari es  t o m a k e a l ar g er p oi nt, li k e W e b b a n d Br o w n, h e pr o vi d es a 
v ari et y of e pis o d es a n d e x a m pl e s t h at s p e a k  t o t h e h u m a n cr u elt y t h at w as p er v asi v e i n 
1 4 1  
 
a nt e b ell u m  A m eri c a. T his cr u elt y  als o s e v er s  as c o nt e xt f or E ur o p e a n s a n d/ or E ur o p e a n -
A m eri c a ns t o u n d er st a n d t h e dir e cir c u mst a n c e t h at w o ul d c a u s e a p e o pl e t o vi ol e ntl y 
r e v olt a g ai nst t h eir o p pr ess or s.
 
 
1 4 2  
C H A P T E R VI  
C O N C L U SI O N  A N D  FI N DI N G S  
 
 As a r es ult of t his r es e ar c h, t h e g e n er al o ut c o m e is t h at t hr o u g h o ut t h e d e c a d e of 
t h e 1 8 5 0s, t h e fir st Afri c a n-A m eri c a n fi cti o n writ er s gr a d u all y pr o gr ess e d t h eir writi n g 
st yl e s. T h e y fir st st art e d wit h h e a vil y r o m a nti c n oti o ns i n Fr e d eri c k D o u gl ass’ s T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e , b ut s u bs e q u e nt writ er s s u c h as Willi a m W ells Br o w n a n d Fr a n k J. W e b b, 
still e m br a c e d el e m e nt s of r o m a nti cis m, b ut p art of t his m a y als o b e d u e t o t h e f a ct t h e y 
ar e writt e n a b o ut a n d i n d ef e ns e of a k e y p orti o n, of t h e  Afri c a n -A m eri c a n p o p ul ati o n –  
p ri m aril y t h e mi x e d sl a v e s a n d t h e c hil dr e n of t h eir m a st er s. T h er ef or e, t h e y d o n ot 
a d dr ess t h e e x a ct c a us es t h at D o u gl ass a n d D el a n y  d ef e n d. Al m o st as if i n r es p o ns e, 
M arti n D el a n y r el e as e s Bl a k e, or  t h e H uts of A m eri c a, w hi c h st a n ds i n st ar k c o ntr ast t o 
T h e G ari es . F or i nst a n c e, wit h Bl a k e , t h e pr ot a g o nist’s bl a c k n e ss is hi g hli g ht e d, as w ell 
as his “ r u g g e d m a nli n e ss” , w hi c h st a n d s i n c o ntr ast t h e e m p h a sis o n r efi n e d s o ci al 
c ust o ms i n T h e G ari es . Als o, b y t h e ti m e Bl a k e  w as r el e a s e d, t e nsi o n wit h t h e F u giti v e 
Sl a v e A ct w o ul d c a u s e f or t h e n e xt writ er t o e m pl o y l e ss e difi e d m e as ur es. Fr o m t h e 
p er c e pti o n of t h e l ar g er p o p ul ati o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n sl a v e s, t h e br ut al r e alit y c all e d 
f or a m or e effi ci e nt s ol uti o n. It is t his p o p ul ati o n t h at Bl a k e  is writt e n f or. T h e H er oi c 
Sl a v e  w as writt e n t o c o n v e y t h e s u p pli c ati o ns of a n h o n or a bl e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n w h o 
v al u e s A m eri c a n  pri n ci pl e s. Cl ot el  a d dr ess es  t h e is s u e of h y p o cris y wit h t h e t hir d U. S.  
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Pr esi d e nt o w ni n g sl a v es, m u c h l es s f at h eri n g t h eir c hil dr e n, a n d all o wi n g t h e m t o b e s ol d 
a w a y.  
T h e G ari es  is writt e n t o ill u str at e t h e c o m pli c ati o ns of p assi n g w hil e li vi n g i n a n 
i nt err a ci al r el ati o ns hi p i n t h e a nt e b ell u m s o ut h. H o w e v er, Bl a k e  is pr es e nt e d as a 
h a n d b o o k t o or g a ni z e d r e v olt a n d e x p atri ati o n. O v er all, t his s h o ul d s h o w t h e s e nti m e nt, 
at l e ast a m o n g Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er s a n d s c h ol ar s of t h e ti m e. All of t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d writ er s w er e n ot o nl y writ er s. I n f a ct, m o st ar e m or e k n o w n f or t h eir 
ot h er e n d e a v or s. N e v ert h el e ss, as e a c h writ er  w as c o n n e ct e d t o t h e a d v a n c e m e nt of 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns a n y w a y, e a c h w or k s p o k e t o t h e pr o mi n e nt iss u e of t h e ti m e b a s e d o n 
t h e b a c k gr o u n d of t h e writ er. I n ess e n c e, e a c h b o o k s p e a ks t o t h e cir cl e of p e o pl e a n d/ or 
e x p eri e n c e t h at h el p e d s h a p e d w h o t h e y ar e, t h eir t h o u g ht s, p assi o ns, a n d b eli efs, et c. As 
t h e d e c a d es pr o gr ess e d, w e still s e e r o m a nticis m b ei n g us e d. B ut b y  t h e e n d, m a n y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n writ er s u n d er w e nt a p eri o d w h er e Afri c a n -A m eri c a n w rit er s pr ef err e d 
t h e str ai g htf or w ar d a p pr o a c h of hist ori c al or sl a v e n arr ati v es. I n f a ct, t h e l ast w or k t h at 
w as r el e a s e d t h at d e c a d e, O ur Ni g or , S k et c h es f r o m t h e Lif e of a Fr e e Bl a c k b y H arri et 
Wils o n ( 1 8 5 9) w as ess e nti all y a fi cti o n w or k writt e n a n d st yl e d i n t h e f a s hi o n of a sl a v e 
n arr ati v e. T h e s urr e al, s y m b oli c, a n d m et a p h ori c al el e m e nt s st art e d t o b e us e d l e ss 
fr e q u e ntl y. Writ er s i nst e a d w er e m o vi n g t o w ar d r e alis m a n d s atir e.   
 
T h e A r c h et y p e of t h e R o m a nti c H er o  
O n e el e m e nt t h at w as  ess e nti al i n all t h e n o v els w er e attri b ut es of a r o m a nti c h er o.  
Alt h o u g h  t h er e w as so m e d e vi ati o n i n t h e ar c h et y p e, M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n is p ortr a y e d  as 
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a n o bl e m a n f or c e d  t o t a k e a lif e f or t h e c h a n c e at fr e e d o m. T h e ri c h p er s o n al n arr ati v e 
c o n v e ys his wis h es a n d e x p e ct at i o ns t o a tr usti n g fr e e m a n. T his all o ws D o u gl a ss t o 
p ortr a y t h e n o bl e a n d tr usti n g w hit e m a n c ari n g e n o u g h t o list e n t o t h e tr o u bl e s of a 
f ell o w m a n, alt h o u g h Afri c a n -A m eri c a n, b ut e q u al  i n t er ms of h o n or a n d m a nli n e ss. 
Cl ot el , o n t h e ot h e r h a n d, s hift s t h e pr ot a g o nist t o a w o m a n, a n d w hil e s h e g o es  o n 
h arr o wi n g  a d v e nt ur es, ( as r o m a n c e s d o) s h e still e x e m plifi e s  s e v er al r o m a nti c q u aliti es. 
H o w e v er, f or t h e o n es t h at s h e d o es c o n v e y,  Br o w n i ntr o d u c es m e n i n t h e st or y t o 
c o m pl et e t h at ar c h et y p e. T his als o s p e a k s t o th e criti cis m t h at Br o w n w as n ot pr e cis e 
e n o u g h i n c o n v e yi n g  a st or y fr o m a w o m a n’ s p er s p e cti v e wit h a n y a d e q u at e e m oti o n al 
d e pt h. T h e G ari es  is si mil ar t o Cl ot el  i n t h at m ulti pl e c h ar a ct ers dis pl a y diff er e nt 
r o m a nti c q u aliti e s. H o w e v er, t h e el d er Mr. G ari es, m a y r e pr es e nt a E ur o p e a n-A m eri c a n 
pr ot a g o nist, t ho u g h  t h e plot f oll o ws t h e v ari o us c h ar a ct er s s o m e w h at e v e nl y. H o w e v er , as 
pr e vi o usl y, m e nti o n e d t h e c h ar a ct er of Bl a k e is t h e bi g g est br e a k a w a y fr o m t h e pr e vi o us 
t w o w or ks, b ut i n d oi n g s o, r et ur ns m o st of all t o t h e tr u e Ro m a nti c h er o ar c h et y p e. T h e y  
w o ul d all u d e t o t h e r es ur g e n c e of  p arti c ul ar r o m a nti c el e m e nt s  l at er i nt o t h e m o d er nis t 
w or ks of t h e e arl y t o mi d dl e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y.  
 
D e fi a n c e of S o ci al A ut h orit y 
 Si m pl y b e c a us e of t h e n at ur e of t h e ti m e s, e a c h of t h e f o ur w or ks dis c uss e d i n t his 
st u d y all a d dr e ss  is s u es i n w hi c h t h e c h ar a ct er d efi es s o ci al a ut h orit y. T h e f a ct t h at 
M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n h as alr e a d y kill e d a m a n a n d p arti ci p a t e d i n a sl a v e r e v olt alr e a d y 
ill ustr at es t h at h e is n ot c o n v e nti o n al. N e v ert h el es s, D o u gl a ss p oi nt s o ut t h at e v e n t h o u g h 
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h a s is g oi n g a g ai nst t h e l a w s of his er a, h e is still i n li n e wit h his ri g ht s as a h u m a n b ei n g 
d es er vi n g of r es p e ct a n d b asi c d e c e n c y.  T his, i n t ur n, f urt h er ill ustr at es j ust h o w f ar 
o p p o s e d t h e r ul e of l a w w as i n t h e 1 8 5 0s t o w h at is  u ni v er s all y c o nsi d er e d d e c e nt  a n d 
m or all y j ust. Aft er t h e ni n et e e nt h -c e nt ur y r e a d er u n d er st a n d s a n d c a n r el at e t o his a cti o ns, 
t h e n, D o u gl a ss h o p es t h at ste ps c a n b e t a k e n t o i m pr o v e t h e c o n diti o n f or  Afri c a -
A m eri c a n s. T h er ef or e, M a dis o n W a s hi n gt o n d efi e s s o ci al c o n diti o ns, b y tr ul y cli n gi n g t o 
t h e v er y s o cial c o n diti o ns t h at t h e c o u ntr y w a s cl ai m e d t o b e f o u n d e d u p o n.  
 T h e G ari es  a n d Cl ot el  als o d ef y s o ci al c o n diti o n, b ut si n c e b ot h Cl ot el a n d T h e 
G ari es ar e a bl e t o p ass, t h e y i ntr o d u c e a s u btl y diff er e nt s et of s o ci al c o n diti o ns. 
A d diti o n all y, t h e f a ct t h at t h e y c a n p as s m a k e s t h eir m o v e t o s o ci al c h a n g e m or e 
r e a cti o n ar y. F or e x a m pl e, Cl ot el w o ul d h a v e e asil y b e e n a bl e t o li v e o ut t h e r est of h er 
lif e i n h a p pi n es s at v ari o us p oi nt s i n t h e n o v el. H o w e v er , s h e c o nti n u o usl y f alls vi cti m t o 
v ari o us cir c u mst a n c e s t h at c a us e h er t o h a v e t o fi g ht a g ai nst s o ci al c o n v e nti o n. T his is 
als o t h e c as e wit h T h e G ari e s. T h e n o v els t h e ms el v e s att a c k s o ci al c o n diti o ns si m pl y 
b e c a us e t h e y cl e ar l y s hi n e a n u nfli n c hi n g li g ht o n A m eri c a’s h y p o cris y. H o w e v er, t h e 
n arr at or s gi v e i nf or m ati o n al  o v er vi e w s of v ari o us h orri bl e as p e ct s of sl a v er y, b ut t h e 
c h ar a ct er s t h e ms el v es c a n so m eti m es b e s elf -a bs or b e d a n d, at ti m e s, cl e ar l y d e m o n str at e d 
a n air of s u p eri orit y o v er  t h e ot h er, d ar k er sl a v es, or a n y ot h er Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns f or t h at 
m att er. T h er ef or e, Cl ot el  a n d T h e G ari es  t o a l e ss er e xt e nt s p e a k o ut a g ai nst  t h e s o ci al 
i nj usti c e s of t h e ti m e, b ut t h e y d o t his b y ill u str ati n g a m yri a d of c h ar a ct er s t h at all s h ar e 
v ari o us,  s o m eti m e s, c o nfli cti n g b eli efs.  C o ns e q u e ntl y, it  is u p t o t h e r e a d er t o d et er mi n e 
w h at is ri g ht or wr o n g. N e v ert h el ess, at t h e l e ast, it still bri n gs att e nti o n t o th e is s u e. 
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D efi a n c e a g ai nst t h e s o ci al c o nstr u ct s at t h e ti m e is t h e c e ntr al a n d pri m ar y f o c us i n 
Bl a k e . E a c h a cti o n a n d pl ot pr o gr essi o n is dri v e n b y h o w o n e c a n disr u pt, dis m a ntl e, 
a n d/ or a b a n d o n t h e o p pr essi v e s o ci al c o nstr u ct pr o p a g at e d a g ai nst Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s i n 
a nt e b ell u m A m eri c a.  
 
I m a gi n ati o n, I m a g er y, a n d t h e R e v er e n c e of N at ur e 
O n e el e m e nt of R o m a nti cis m t h at w as e vi d e nt i n v ar yi n g d e gr e es i n e v er y 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n fi cti o n w or k w as t h e us e of vi vi d i m a g er y a n d a r e v er e n c e f or n at ur e.  
E a c h  of t h e w or ks als o t a k e  a cr e ati v e s pi n o n tr u e hist ori c al e v e nt s. I n T h e H er oi c Sl a v e , 
t h e n arr at or  gr o u n ds his pr ot a g o nist i n t h e r e b elli o n of a  sl a v e s hi p n a m e d Cr e ol e  t h at w as 
hij a c k e d  i n 1 8 4 1 . T h er e is als o t h e str o n g all u si o n t o G e or g e W as hi n gt o n i n t h e n a m e of 
D o u gl a ss ’s, pr ot a g o nist. H o w e v er, D o u gl as t h e us es t h e fi cti o nal  c o m p o n e nt s of t h e st or y 
t o w e a v e a s e nti m e nt al tal e of h u m bl e s u p pli c ati o n. D o u gl a s m a st erf ull y u s es t h e 
el e m e nt s of n at ur al i m a g er y t o ill ustr at e a p arti c ul ar m o o d a n d t o n e t h at c orr es p o n ds t o 
t h e e v e nt s of t h e n o v ell a. D o u gl as s, li k e Br o w n wit h Cl ot el  us e s v ari o us i nst a n c e s t o 
p er s o nif y n at ur e a n d t h e c h ar a ct er s ’ n at ur al s urr o u n di n gs -- ess e nti all y n at ur e  it s elf, is a n 
a d diti o n al c h ar a ct er  t h at r e a ct s t o t h e m o o d or e m oti o n of t he c h ar a ct er s a n d is m e a n t o 
i nstill c ert ai n e m oti o ns i n t h e r e a d er.  
N e v ert h el e ss, b y t h e l a st h alf of t h e n o v el, t h e n at ur al s y m b olis m s o o n b e g a n t o 
s u bsi d e i n f a v or of a m or e dir e ct a p pr o a c h, w h er e t h e pl ot a n d t h e e v e nt s of t h e n arr ati v e 
it s elf s p e a k s to t h e c o n diti o ns of t h e a ut h or’s  ti m e. As pr e vi o usl y m e nti o n e d, o v er t h e 
c o ur s e of t h e d e c a d e, t h e n o v els b e g a n t o e v e n m or e s o s e p ar at e fr o m t h e t e n et s of 
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R o m a nti cis m , est a blis h e d j u st a f e w d e c a d es pri or. I n ess e n c e , t h e writ er s us e d t h e 
t e c h ni q u e s m o st pr e v al e nt d uri n g t h e ti m e t h eir w or ks w er e p u blis h e d. H o w e v er, as t h e 
p oliti c al c o n diti o n of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s di d n ot n oti c e a bl y i m pr o v e i n t h e e arl y p art of 
th e d e c a d e, m a n y writ er s c h o s e ot h er s p e ci ali z e d  a n d/ or r a di c al a p pr o a c h es. T h e 
c o ntr o v er s y r e g ar di n g t h e f u giti v e sl a v e a ct pl a y e d a m aj or r ol e i n t his. N e e dl es s t o s a y, 
all t h e w or ks dis c u ss e d i n t his st u d y ill u str at e  i m a gi n ati v e q u aliti e s. Th e cr e ati v e as p e ct s 
ar e m o st e vi d e nt i n h o w t h e writ er s bl e n d t h e fi cti o n of t h eir n arr ati v e s i nt o t h e n ati o n’s 
tr u e hist ori c al f a bri c. I n Bl a k e , D el a n y  t a k es a st e p f urt h er a n d cr e at es a n alt er n at e r e alit y 
i n w hi c h t he v ari o us sl a v e r e v olt s a n d s u c c e e d . I nst e a d of usi n g i m a gi n ati o n t o c o n v e y 
t h e iss u es f or v ari o us a u di e n c es, D el a n y pr o vi d es t h e r e a d er wit h s e v er al pl a usi bl e 
s c e n ari o s ill u str ati n g w h at c o ul d h a p p e n if e nsl a v e d Afri c a n -A m eri c a ns r o s e u p i n ar ms 
a g ai nst t h eir s o -c all e d  m a st er s. 
 
P o etr y  
A n ot h er  el e m e nt  of R o m a nti cis m t h at r e g ul arl y p er m e at e d e a c h of  th e w or ks is 
t h e us e of p o etr y -- w h et h er a p o e m is off er e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e st art of e a c h c h a pt er or 
s e cti o n of a n o v el, el e m e nt s of p o etr y ar e  s pri n kl e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e t e xt. E a c h writ er 
e ns ur es t h at t h e r e a d er is a bl e t o r e c o g ni z e t his m otif. T his s p e a ks t o  t h e p o p ul arit y of 
p o etr y i n t h e 1 8 5 0s. It als o s p e a ks t o t h e d esir e of e a c h of t h e writ er s t o ill u str at e t his 
k n o wl e d g e of p o etr y. T his w o ul d i n cl u d e k n o wl e d g e of c ert ai n k e y p o et s a n d p o e ms, b ut 
als o a k n o wl e d g e of h o w t o c o m p o s e or i gi n al p o etr y as w ell. D o u gl ass  a n d Br o w n 
t h or o u g hl y ill ustr at e d t h eir p o i nt s. H o w e v er, in T h e G ari es , p o etr y is a l es s er pri orit y i n 
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r el ati o n t o s o m e c h ar a ct er d e v el o p m e nt a n d e x p o siti o n a b o ut t h e c h ar a ct er s a n d pl ot. 
I nt er esti n gl y, e v e n t h o u g h Bl a k e  d e p art s fr o m a f e w of t h e t h e m e s ill u str at e d i n t h e 
pr e vi o us w or ks, D el a n y  r et ur ns t o t h e us e of p o etr y it a d ds  a n a d diti o n al l a y er of 
e difi c ati o n a n d p o eti c s e nti m e nt i n t h e st or y. Aft er all, t h e n arr at or d es cri b es t h e 
pr ot a g o nist as a n at ur al l y i nt elli g e nt a n d e d u c at e d p er s o n as w ell. T h er ef or e, e v e n t h o u g h 
D el a n y  d et ails vi ol e nt i ns urr e ct s, h e  still d et ails t o t h e r e a d er t h at t his is n ot d u e t o a n y 
s a v a g er y ( as s o m e w o ul d l e a d t h e p u bli c t o b eli e v e), b ut t h e r e v olt s w er e a ct u all y t h e 
or g a ni z e d a n d pl a n e d str at e gi e s of d et er mi n e d i n di vi d u als t o fr e e t h e ms el v e s fr o m 
b o n d a g e.  
 
El e v at e d L a n g u a g e  
 A g ai n, t h e us e of el e v at e d a n d r efi n e d l a n g u a g e t e c h ni q u e s t h at e a c h of t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d writ er s utili z e d is a p p ar e nt i n e a c h of t h e st u di e d w or ks. H o w e v er, li k e 
wit h t h e ot h er r o m a nti c el e m e nt s, t h e y b e c a m e m or e o bs c ur e t o w ar d t h e e n d of t h e 
d e c a d e. T hi s is p arti c ul ar l y e vi d e n c e d  i n t h e us e of r e gi o n al or c ult ur al di al e ct s. I n T h e 
H er oi c Sl a v e , e v er y c h ar a ct er, fr o m t h e l o wl y, b ut re v ol uti o n ar y sl a v e t o t h e w o ul d -b e 
E ur o p e a n -A m eri c a n a b oliti o nist all s p o k e wit h p erf e ct gr a m m ati c al, a n d fr e q u e ntl y 
el o q u e n t E n glis h. T his is als o t h e c as e i n Cl ot el . B ut, wit h T h e G ari es , o nl y t h e sl a v e s i n 
s e v er e s er vit u d e s p e a k i n a n i nf or m al sl a v e di al e ct. B ut t h e G ari es, t h e Ellis es a n d t h e 
ot h er c ert ai n c h ar a ct er s t h at ar e of mi x e d r a c e all s p o k e St a n d ar d E n glis h -- t h us cr e ati n g 
a disti n cti o n b et w e e n t h o s e t h at w er e still i n s er vit u d e a n d t h o s e t h at w er e n ot. I n Bl a k e , 
t h e pr ot a g o nist, H e nr y Bl a k e, is t h e o nl y p er s o n of c ol or t h at s p e a ks St a n d ar d E n glis h. 
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A g ai n, t his s e n ds t h e m e ss a g e t h at Bl a k e is si mil ar t o t h e c o m m o n m a n, b ut diff er e nt; h e 
is r el at a bl e t o t h e m a ss es, b ut als o n ot. H o w e v er, si n c e D el a n y us e s di al o g u e s o 
fr e q u e ntl y i n t h e n o v el, o n e c o ul d ass u m e t h at his i nt e nt w as t o gi v e cr e d e n c e a n d 
cr e di bilit y t o t h e sl a v e di al e ct. A d diti o n all y, D o u gl ass a n d Br o w n g o t hr o u g h s o m e 
l e n gt hs t o utili z e l us h, el a b or at e, a n d r h et ori c all y a st ut e l a n g u a g e. W e b b d o es s o t o a 
l e ss er d e gr e e i n t h e G ari es. B ut t h e b ot h T h e G ari es  a n d Bl a k e  r el y m or e o n pl ot a n d 
di al o g u e t h a n all e g or y a n d s y m b olis m. I n all, t h e  s u btl e m o v e a w a y fr o m o v erl y  el e v at e d 
l a n g u a g e w a s si m pl y e vi d e n c e of t h e lit er ar y tr e n ds m o vi n g i nt o t h e dir e cti o n of R e alis m. 
 
N ati o n alis m  
 I nt er esti n gl y, o n e r o m a nti c attri b ut e t h at r e m ai n e d s o m e w h at c o nst a nt t hr o u g h o ut 
n e arl y all t h e w or ks is t h e m es s a g e a b o ut A m er i c a n N ati o n alis m. T his w as m o st pr e v al e nt 
i n t h e t w o e arli er w or s e, T h e H er oi c S l a v e a n d Cl ot el,  as t h e y w er e t h e m o st willi n g t o 
us e el e m e nt s of R o m a nti cis m  i n or d er t o c o n v e y t h e A m eri c a n virt u es t h at t h eir 
pr ot a g o nist  r e pr es e nt s. M a dis o n W as hi n gt o n e x hi bi t s a n d c alls f or t h e tr u e i nstit uti o n of 
t h e writt e n s e nti m e nt s  of t h e n ati o n’ s f o u n di n g f at h er s. H e als o all u d e s t o E ur o p e a n d 
h o w h e w o ul d n ot w a nt A m eri c a t o b e a c o u ntr y t h at tr ul y d o es n ot li v e u p t h e virt u es t h at 
it es p o us es. Li k e wis e, Cl ot el  s e n ds si mil ar mes s a g e s as t h e m ai n pr ot a g o nist is , i n f a ct, 
t h e d a u g ht er of a Pr esi d e nt of t h e U nit e d St at es. T his, i n a d diti o n t o m a n y c o m p aris o ns t o 
E n gl a n d , w o ul d l e a d t h e ni n et e e nt h-c e nt ur y r e a d er t o e x a mi n e w h et h er A m eri c a is ri g ht 
or wr o n g f or n ot a d h eri n g  t o t h e st a n d ar d of fr e e d o m b ei n g a p pli e d t o all m e n a n d 
w o m e n. O n e s h o ul d als o n ot e t h e f a ct t h e n o v el w a s i niti all y p u blis h e d i n E n gl a n d. 
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T h er ef or e, t h e b o o k s er v es a d u al p ur p o s e. N ot o nl y d o es it s er v e t o h ol d t h e mirr or t o 
A m eri c a  s o t h at t h e y ma y e v al u at e a n d p o ssi b l y c h a n g e it s w a ys, b ut it als o s er v es as a 
pl e a t o i nfl u e nti al E ur o p e a ns t o h el p s u p p ort t h e c a us e of f r e e d o m f or t h e milli o ns of 
Afri c a n -A m eri c a n t h at w er e i n b o n d a g e.  
 
R eli gi o n a n d S pirit u alit y   
As wit h m a n y st ori e s d et ail e d i n t his st u d y, r eli gi o ns a n d s pirit u alit y still pl a y e d 
m aj or r ol es  i n m a n y p e o pl e’s li v e s. W hil e  n ot as f a nt asti c al a s t h e w or ks of H a wt h or n e 
a n d P o e, or t h e tr a ns c e n d e nt alist a n d r o m a nti c writ er s of t h e l at e ei g ht e e nt h a n d e arl y 
ni n et e e nt h c e nt uri es , e a c h w o r k ill u str at e d a gr a vit ati o n t o w ar d r eli gi o u s a n d s pirit u al 
t e n d e n ci e s t hr o u g h o ut. I n T h e H er oi c S l a v e, th e n arr at or a n d pr ot a g o nist us e  bi bli c al 
all usi o n, b ut m ai nl y t o ill u str at e h o w t h e m a n n er i n w hi c h A m eri c a tr e at s his p e o pl e, is 
n ot c o nsi st e nt wit h t h e t e a c hi n g of t h e B i bl e. U nf ort u n at el y, t his w o ul d m ainl y i nfl u e n c e 
a u di e n c es i n t h e N ort h b e c a u s e, i n t h e S o ut h, e v e n r eli gi o us l e a d er s still h el d  t h e p er v er s e 
f e eli n g t h at it w as t h eir  di vi n e d ut y a n d ri g ht t o k e e p sl a v e s a n d tr e at t h e m h o w e v er t h e y 
wis h e d. Si mil arl y, Cl ot el  a n d T h e G ari es  a p pr o a c h r eli gi o n a n d s pirit u alit y i n a si mil ar 
w a y –  m ai nl y as dis c u ssi o n p oi nt s a n d ar g u m e nt s f or or a g ai nst t h e c o nti n u ati o n of 
sl a v er y. T h er e is als o t h e r e v el ati o n of h y p o cris y i n t h e w a y t h e c o u ntr y p ortr a ys it s elf 
p u bli cl y, v er s u s t h e vi e ws of t h e i n di vi d u al p e o pl e w h o h a v e m or e c o m pl e x o pi ni o ns  
a b o ut e a c h of t h e iss u e s. H o w e v er , it is als o tr u e t h at s o m eti m es t h es e vi e w s a n d 
p o siti o ns d e m a n d att e nti o n f or s o m e is s u es t h at ar e i m p ort a nt t o t h e a ut h or s, b ut n ot as 
i m p ort a nt f or t h e m a ss e s. H o w e v er, b y t h e ti m e Bl a k e w as p u blis h e d, D el a n y s o u g ht t o 
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d e p art fr o m t h e pr e vi o us m et h o d of a d h eri n g C hristi a n a n d n ati o n alist v al u e s. I nst e a d, 
D el a n y  is t h e fir st writ er s t o hi g hli g ht t h e r eli gi o u s a n d s pirit u al c o ntri b uti o ns of Afri c a ns 
as w ell as t h e m erit s of Afri c a n -A m eri c a n s t h at w er e c urr e ntl y fi g hti n g f or fr e e d o m i n t h e 
1 8 5 0s. T h er ef or e, Bl a k e  h as a m or e a ut h e nti c r e n diti o n of t h e r o m a nti c h er o.  A n d w hil e 
s e v er al c h art er s i n T h e G ari es  a n d Cl ot el , s uff er e d tr a gi c f at es, b ot h T h e H er oi c S l a v e a n d 
Bl a k e  e n d as t h e c h ar a ct er s e m b ar k o n t h eir n e xt p ur s uit of fr e e d o m.  
 
D ar k R o m a nti cis m  
B e c a us e of t h e dir e s u bj e ct m a st er d et ail e d i n e a c h of t h e st ori es , all t h e st u di e d 
w or ks dis pl a y s o m e el e m e nt of D ar k R o m a nti cis m . D uri n g t h e e arli er d e c a d es of t h e 
R o m a nti c P eri o d, r o m a nti c s r efr ai n e d fr o m g o i n g i nt o t h e d et ails of n e g ati v e e v e nt s. 
E d g ar All e n P o e b uilt u p s us p e ns e f or a tr a gi c a n d m el a n c h ol y e v e nt, b u t t h e r e a d er r ar el y 
wit n e ss e s t h e n e g ati v e a ct s tr a ns pir e. I n N at h a ni el H a wt h or n e’s T h e S c arl et L ett er , criti c 
cl ai m e d t h at t h er e is a d a n k , m el a n c h ol y at m o s p h er e t h at w as e m bl e m ati c of D ar k 
R o m a nti cis m. H o w e v er, i n t h e fir st f o u r n o v els writt e n b y Afri c a n-A m eri c a ns , t h e 
a u di e n c e r e c ei v e d d et ail e d d es cri pti o ns of p e o pl e b ei n g b ur n e d ali v e, as w ell as s e v er al 
m ur d er s a n d s ui ci d es. T h e r e a d er s wit n e ss t h e br e a k u p  a n d s e p ar ati o n of m ulti pl e 
f a mili e s a n d s e v er al e pis o d es ill ustr ati n g li v es of d es p er ati o n a n d w o e. E v e n i n t h e 
w e d di n g di n n er s c e n e i n T h e G ari es , t h e f o o d is d e s cri b e d wit h s u c h gl utt o no us o v erl y 
wr o u g ht i m a g er y, o n e c o ul d c o nsi d er it gr ot es q u e. W hil e a ll t h e n o v els l a c k o v ertl y 
s u p er n at ur al el e m e nt s, t h e y e a c h w or k e d t o c o n v e y a g e n er al at m o s p h er e or  m o o d t h at 
r el at e d t o t h e c o n diti o ns of t h eir c h ar a ct er s. 
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S u m m ati o n  
Alt h o u g h t h e w or ks of lit er at ur e dis c u ss e d i n t his st u d y w er e writt e n i n t h e fi n al 
f e w ye ar s of w h at m a n y s c h ol ar s c o nsi d er t h e A m eri c a n R o m a nti c P eri o d, R o m a nti cis m 
as a lit er ar y s e nsi bilit y n e v er c o m pl et el y dis a p p e ar e d. It w as o v ert a k e n b y ot h er a est h eti c 
p ar a di g ms li k e R e alis m a n d M o d er nis m, b ut R o m a nti cis m w as al w a ys l ur ki n g u n d er t h e 
s ur f a c e. M a n y gr e at p o et s a n d n o v elist s of t h e t w e nti et h c e nt ur y cit e t h e R o m a nti c s as 
t h eir gr e at est i ns pir ati o n al v oi c es. T h e pri m ar y r e a s o n th at R o m a nti cis m f ell o ut of f a v or  
is b e c a u s e m a n y writ er s f elt t h e n e e d t o e x pr ess t h e ms el v es i n a m or e im m e di at e w a y. I n 
t h eir ti m e, t h e R o m a nti cs w er e r e g ar d e d as i n n o v at or s w h o  oft e n p us h e d t h e r e al 
pr o bl e ms of lif e i n t h e w orl d a si d e . I n all, t h e fir st f o ur w or ks of fi cti o n b y Afri c a n-
A m eri c a n writ er s w er e all e x p eri m e nt s i n diff er e nt w a ys t o i nfl u e n c e a br o a d er r a n g e of 
p e o pl e. A n d i n t h e s e s eri es of  e x p eri m e nt s diff er e nt st e ps w er e tri e d i n or d er t o e v o k e t h e 
b e st r es p o ns es. If a n yt hi n g, b y a n al y zi n g t h es e w or ks, o n e c a n s e e t h e m ulti di m e nsi o n al 
a s p e ct s of t h e Afri c a n-A m eri c a n a nt e b ell u m p o p ul ati o n. O n e c a n als o e x a mi n e t h e 
m yri a d of str at e gi es e m pl o y e d b y t h e writ er s a n d s c h ol ar s i n or d er t o a d va n c e t h e c a us e 
of  fr e e d o m a n d e q u alit y f or all p e o pl e. T o d a y t h es e lit er ar y el e m e nt s t h at b e g a n as 
e x p eri m e nt s cr e at e d t o o p e n a n ot h er a v e n u e f or fr e e d o m, ar e w h at m a n y writ er s s u c h as 
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